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E OF THE PRESIDENT May 22, 1949

Dear General Macrirthur:

I am writi=- rou this personal letter about the military and
security prob:icms crnfronting us, for I kmow that you are in the best
rossible posi : 4a evzluate and adjudge their sericusness.

Althou-* wr -in not wish to show publicly eny sign of worry over
tihe whole situs'' v, we cannobt help feeling very nsrvous. The

Somunishs are - -isting their propasamda story 21l Lthroush south
Korea thau L*- ¢30s are beins, ferced to withdraw by pressure
fyrom Moscow, ~w! © =t zoon the neril Horean Conmunists will sweep down
to occupy ovr o, Just as the Thinese Temwnists are now doing in
Znina, Ther wres lwash over ths Prrensyang radio, ard circulate in

leaflets tr= * ' 3 of agreements sirmed bebwesn Lhe noril Horean

Zommunist purratx ard Hoscow fer mntual militery defense. SIL is 5
renrorted that aver ons hundred Jaranese plane manufacturers and avlat,ors
have hasn Hrou.nt ba “ﬁrbh Forea, 2nd that a large continment of the
Jaranese soldisrz held in Manchuriz are Lo he sent to north Kerea by
the 3oviets,

ma oLher stories are circulating among our heonle. Cne
may dismiss Lo Tommunist proparanda hes, bub no one cen deny or

c‘oncea" the Is 4hat the nortbern Jowmunists a2ve canstantly coming oven
the 33th parzliel Lo burn and destroy and kill wherever thay can. Their
mortar shells sire frequently falline into the city of Kaesang and in ‘35
country villages =1l along the line, which resulits in death, destm setion
and a nerve-wraciing uneasiness amonz our people, The United Stat.es &
authorities advise us not to warry, saying we shall have all the milita,
aid we need when Lbe situvstion recuives it. In the meantime, my uefenseé
Minister assures e we have munitions enough only Lo last for three dD'J_?
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Tnese &7

e have dona BVRTYERINg We cduld to “elEdn up dompletely the islandy
of Cheju and other affected areas. But this cleaning up does not amoun?‘
to nmch, for we have no wey-of preventing the consbtant infiltratien of §
more Communists zlong the sdacoasts. ‘e need fast-running patrol boats
planes, and seme heavier ships to puard our coast line. Without them

it is impossible to keep the Communists out, and to stop the sm\xgﬁlmg
of rice and olher commodities. ‘fe neced planes for reconnaissance as Ve
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83 ,t‘or support oi‘ our troops in repelling attacirs.

These are our most urgent needs, and we do not seem to be. able
to secure them. The urgency of the problem that confronts us does
not seem to be fully understood, despite what is happening right
now in China. There still seems to be some lingering feeling in some
American official circles that it is not the Communists who are
aggressors, but that it may be the democratic forces that somehow are
guilty of inviting attacks. I think, General MacArthur, that you are
close enough tc our situation to understand the real danger that coa-
frents us, and the pressing need of gecuring additional armaments
while yvet there is time. If the United States does not feel that it
can grant. us the needed weapons as part of the world-wide dsmocratic
aliiance against further Communist ageression, we should like to pur-
chase them with omr cwn money. But whatever the means to be used,
there should be no disestirous delay. we are {ighting feor our llves,
as well as to hold back the Communist advance upon _our friends in tre
rest of the free world, arnd we need the necessary wearons to give us
a fightine chance for sncce 5 ard te keep up the mercle of the demo-
crat.ic camp.

We will try to invite Admiril Kaufman to visit our navdl hase in
Chinhze Bay and an outshnnding official of the U.5, Alr Zerrs now
retired to come and help ild up our zir delense. It will be also
highly important for us .t have an army officer .hio hss deep interest
in strearthening our nxticnal militery force. Flease advise zrd hkelp
us in this confidentizlly. We deem it very urgent.

With every assurance of my continued highest and warmesft esteem.

.
I

?11carplv vours, (;?
/ir”ﬁ q’ﬂWd\/ M(/Q
\W.

- TSRl HE B2 H16E(1949. 5. 23)
THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Noo 287

Amerisen Embassy,
LNCLASSINIZD .
T Seoul, fKorea, May 23, 12l9.
Subject: lransmittal of UICOX Press Holease to, 16

= onT

Tne American Zmpessy reoferst its telegram No. 58L dated
May 2L, 19L9 and Nas the honor to transmit for the Department's
1nformat10n coples of UNCOK press release Mo, 16 dated May 17,
1949 which is self—aynlanatory. .
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