Secretery of State,
¥ashington.

A—]BS, December 20, 10US

Referring to airgren 41423 December 17, of tais Embassy,
and references therein, reporting the President's statement of
December 13 on the use of torture, the Tong A Ilbo of December 16
reported that Eome Minister KIM nyo Suk oi tne Hepublic of Korea,
in a speech at Taegu on December 11, stated: "The torturing of
communists by the police is not to be criticized." Summarizing
his speech, the Tong 4 article continued: "In otirer words, it is
unavoldable to ecgioy torture in cross-examining tle communists
who were arrested after having committed murder, arson, etc., for
the purpose of destroying the Republic of Korea. :owever, it is
strictly pronibited to torture good citizens. Le acknowledged”
thet the people are suffering from the rampancy of corrupt %fficials
and gome wicked police and army men, but we stated toat suca phenomena
possibly occur in the figit a2gainst communists and tual toe people who
nave complaints shoulé first of all nate the cowmnists. Since it
ig very nard for 100,000 soldiers and 50,000 policemen to routg tne 1
commmnists, tie people suould stand up and participate in the fight
against the communists. Only when the communists are routed can
civil rigats be protecied, ceople's livelinood soivec ant a demo-
cratic .'society establisued, He stated that it is a mistake to blame
all the public officials becanse of the misciaiefs of some of them
and it's also « sort of rebellious act waicy will be welcome to the
communists. Tnerefore, the people should not vazuely comzlain but
point out such risconducts concretely. Thien 2 remedy, ne declared,

will be token immediztely.”

The Vice-Minister of Home Affairs, CHdAuG Kyun Keun, las said
privately to en officer of this Enbassy: "We must use torture some-
times becense the comsunists will not always confess unless we torture
them and we need ti:is information to discover their crimes,”

Cﬁie—:nderson swd MUCCIO

- 0| ZAIDZEFEO| SRR BUlEs MEH1949, 12, 30)

EPRRTENT OF STATE i

o e b . g
A ViV »¢ Q% B

/}.,?;f pes
Seoul, eaber 30, 19L9.

BUREAU OF o
No. 832 FAR EASTERN AFFARS V7 F T

VM9 M 297

272



QURJRCT: Progrses nsse 75 vorean Security ¥orces:

Transeitiing SOp7 of letter from Chief,
LG, tc Minlsver of haticnal Defense

THE HONCRABLE

| AR SECRRTARY OF STATE,

- WASH ON.

31Ky | ¢

T have the honer to transmit, for the Department's informa-
ticn, a oopy of & sell-explanatory letter, dated Decemder <2, 1949,
sent by the Chlef, KMAG, to the Xorean Min{ster of National Defsnss,
commenting oo the progress mads by ths Korean Security Forces during
the past year. Iv will be obsarved that General ROBER?S is warm in
his praiss of the jmprovements and sdvances mads during ths

oalendar year 19L9.

It ia my observation, which 12 concurred in by tha Senfor
Military Attache, that sinos July I, 19L9 marked progrsss has been
made by the Korean Securily Forces, especially ths Army. Among
important acoomplishments have been the establishment of an adequxte
school xystem, furthersnce of vraining reflected in inoreasingly
good results in field opsrations, progress in ths oare and mainten-
anos of equipmant, and improvement in the functioning of commanders
and staffls. | -

. ent has also been noted in personsl oonduos, relation~
ships with the oiviilan population, appesarsnos and morale. There
{s Tapidly being forged thal ravity in Asaia — a well-trainsd,
olosked, fod, housed, loysl arumy that 1s eager W0 fight and, evan
with the comparatively limited quamtity of xxrms and equipment o
hand showld glve a good socoust of {15elf 4f the need axriser. ’
- Indioations ars that the Korean Beourity Forcesy, aided by »
most coopsrative Minister of National Defenss, bave weloooed
smsrican advice and, in genersl, havs vhole-heartedly adopted United

dtates military methods and standards. This may be attributed in
largs part to the close personsl relationships exlsting between
Amsricsn Advisors snd their Korean counterparts and the quality of
{netruction currently being given. It has coincidod with tha in-
ereased nmumber and campetence of Advisors asaigned to the United

Ceneral Roberts, Chief, KMAQG, ras wirked vigorously end un-
tiringly fcr the advancement of the Zorea: Security Forces. ror
this Do L& entitled to the highest ~ommendaticn Ganara’l Roberts
has been ahly assisted by & highly compeient stalf which enjoys
excellont moraie and possesses & spileadid esprit de corps and senae
of cooperation with other elemenis of the Wissior.. Among those
officers displaying supericr ability and untiring effort are the
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following:
“olonel William H. S. WRIGHT Seriasl #018129: Chief of Staff:

Lt. Col. Walter J. HABERER, Jr, = 0522781 Adv 7th Di

Lt. Col. Ralph W. EANSEN * 03001981 Adv g;-J Tt
Lt. Col. Anthony E. LUKORSKI " 02268561 idv Qu

Lt. Cal. Floy W. NoGINN ° ¥ Oh2Y27: pdv g1

It. Col. Robert X. MYERS " 0349098: Director of Supply
Lt. Col. Orman G. CHARIES " 02995L: Adv Signal '
Lt. Col. N. J. BARTOSIX -0 052ah5: Adjutant Gemeral
Major Robert F, FREY " 0375h79: Amst idv 6in Division
dajer Russell C. GBIST, Jr. *  OLSBS:  gdv o-l '
Major Arno P. MOWITZ, Jr. " R96307: Adv 24 Division
Captain John P. RERD 0358391 adv g2

Captain Jwa H. ¥W. THRADWELL TO0377U67:  Amst pdv Reconnais--
Captain Barold S.FISCHORUXD " 037183 La:tmi;vrzgpa
Capteain James H. HAUSMAN " 0372397t Adv Xorean Arxy
Captain George H. UcFARILND " Ol165651: Adv Arty School

It 1s requested that copiea cf this despate; s
the Department of Army. FPALYCE be iransmitted to

WET: GUERRYILA S IENGTE AND ACTIVI™Y

The -present Tasbagk-san force of mmtm@ugwmm
guarrillas wvas camposed of two units led by LRR Ko I0he) ®: and “Ki¥
tenant, XIK Tal 3am **, Lse's death in actlon during’
April sesms to rive been confirmed. After about thiwe weeks- o1
evidence, Xim's ieath, roported on March 24 has not Been ascevied?
‘the Xorean Army.

Ouerrilla Ficength in the Chiri-san Area
"'Iaoé_ vas a former menmbexr of the South Xorea Labor Party's Oen Tt
andYed a group o7 300 guerrillas from the North into the Lmahajipe

in: Beptember 1949. = B
**Xim has . been & rusrrilla leader since the 1948 wprisings m
| in Yosu in October 1948 wien &1 3

H;_;,ﬁi alltgod tc have been r 194
Arzy units rebell sd. Later, he was in 'the Chiriegan dres’ afid Kot wm
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