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The Ambassador in Korea (’i!uccm) m z‘!m Scmctary of Starc A
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1. In view of persnstent nnd conlmncd 1*c'pmt'=, :md :nmnrs'éi’”'
Chinese- Ixorean air-sea base agreement, n]uch hmc t.lmhn ,sonrpese )Y
the Rhce—Chmqg discussions at C]nnlme in Aur-'ust ’,at.h& fﬂ]]ﬂwgzig

information pre%ently available to the Lmbfmv on t,]ns sub]mt 1sf1

: Mn&lod on "‘st ntnmhnr ”ﬂ nm! roceived In thn T‘.-u-pﬂ rfnwm on 'i‘.mm mlu r ‘"“'}
See tetegrmin D91, August B, from Scoul, . 1184 SRS i

pmtvd hmowmh for thie Department’s infarmation. The Em\)u.ssy n-
‘formition’ coritains gaps and the sources arc not entirely satisfactory,
but it ig"beliéved that the Io]lo“ ing information and estimates are

rensonably ch¥rost.
2. At the Chinhae conference tho Chinese arrived with definite ideas

of what they wanted, while the I{oreans were evidently unprepared
‘for diseussions'of any significance excepting a general Pacific pact.

.8, Reportedly, a Chinese official, Dr. I{. C. Wu, a former vice min-
“ister of foreign affairs and mayor of Shanghai, conferred with Torean
Premier Lee Bum Sulk, Foreign Minister Ben C. Limb and Admiral

Son Won Il of.the Iorean Navy during the course of the Chinhae
conference. Possibly Chineso apart from Wu were present at the dis-

scussions, but, ifiso the Embassy is not so informed. Wu is said to have
proposed at the discussions that the Chinese be given air base facilities
‘on Cheju Island—about fifty miles off the south coast of I{orea—iwhere
~the Chinese: weuld base three fighter-bomber groups for the purpose of
Fattackmo the Shantung pemnsula and the terminus of the Lunghai
railway (Hailchow). The Chinese proposed that the Xoreans supply
navil security for Cheju Island and reportedly inquired as to the
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cgpablhtJe.sn._of the. horean Nw) In responsc, Admml Son gavexa
Soriplafe 1;":_:;5
i .' 5 5’;3;(35 E; '.

I‘B‘D'ﬂ“l(‘, ea' -
what naval protectmn the Clnncac could offer and were told “nonc .
.Accordmg to information available to the Embassy the INorcan For-
eign Mmlstcm,rid Admiral Son did most of the talking for the Iorean
sxde, with, the Ixtmcan Premier Jargely silent. The Iloreans reportedly
mgsed thq qu'e”sfion of gasoline supply for the Chinese planes, and the
Chmcsu, nre reported to have said that they would supply gasoline
from stoc.lcs mnde available to them by the United States.

4. 'I‘here is; somc-. indication that the foregoing conversation took
pl"lce W 1bha{\|‘t, tf}e express authorization of Prcmdcnt Rhee. Following
the.co: n?rsntxop the Foreign Minister is said to have related the gist
of the com&rsatmns to lht. President who immediately took the wew
that an nsswnment of air bases on Cheju for the purposes indicated
would be tantalmount to involving Xorea dircctly in the Chinese civil
war, Roportegly ill}e I{orean I‘orelgn Minister told Dr. Wu that Ilorea

'could not, aﬂ‘orﬂ to:be dragged into the Chinese conflict without ade-
quﬂtc an' powqr to covcr the Korean &rmy against Chinese communist

retal)
desjred bageslz}vmlablc The Iwrenn Foreign Minjster is then reported
to hpye mqu,n,g,d_,,presumubly on the President’s instructions, what
air support the Chinese could render if the Ilorecan Army imfnded

north JNorea, Do YW reportedly veplied that the Chinese could supply

OTe f(]hi&f‘ hembe 5:#1.4? The foreJn miniSaer, omd pm’d‘u-?nabf, -f;f;e/

Premier, reported to President Rhee that the Chineso. p:oyosa]s up ~
peared to be beneficial to China but not to Korea, PreSIdent Rhee i3
believed to have concurred in this vww nnd to contmue now to entex-"'
tain this conviction, ‘ -
5. The conversations between Dr. Wu and the Koacans wportcdiyh
collapsed with no agreement .or-understanding. It is Yeliably tindér::
stood that during the Rhee~-Chiang conversations, the subject of the
use by the Chinese of Korean air bases was not touched upon, Evi-
dently, the course of the conversation between Dr, Wu and the Korean :
Premicr and Foreign Minister had not. been. such as.to cause t,he :
Generalissimo to bring up the subject with Pu,s:dent Iilme i
6. The foregoing :account- agrees substantizlly switly one gmn by_
the INorean. Forcign Minister to the Vet )"m*ﬁ. 7:?”»; correspondent
shortly following the conversations at Chinh:e. Moreaver, recently a
high ranking official of the Chinese Mission in Toyko named YWu,Wen-
tsao reportedly gave an abbreviated but similar account to.the-cor-.
respondent of the Chicago Tribume in Japan. Both tlm Neew. . York:
T'imes correspondent in I{orea and the Chicago T’ mbum correspondent:-
in Japan have discussed this matter mformally mth oﬂicels of thr
Embassy. | A
7. On September 12, an Embassy officer in a comelmt:on with: thca
Korean Foreign Minister, raised the question of the convq_sat:ons

daw et AEwdel Y A

described above, basing his remarks on alleged rumors ¢oming from’

e
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‘the Chinese Mission in Tokyo. The Foicign Minister Néatedly denied
‘that the Xoreans would grant bases on Cho]u to the Chinese or, anyone.
else. Hesaid that-Iloren was too jenlous of her own sovemignjy-,md;
terrvitory to alicnate any of it for purposes of doubtful” :1dv:mthg0 to’
Korea and in-any ense the Korean Government was not. yet in o posi-.

tion as to know how to develop. Cheju for its own mtelcsts :Lnﬁf
advantage. SR T S T e dediedd o,

='.-.'*lti<~. *a Eyd

8. Subsequently, rumors u]m,ll ln.ue, yut iu Iw snbistuntinted, hnve
come to the Embassy’s attention that Koreans and Chinese are:ne@o-
tiating on the use of Inchon by the Chinese as a naval base andion the

bombing of: Antung from Korean bases. Thiese rimors also-suggest’
that President Rhee has written the (/lllI]Lb& o lettet on'thdse buls]t.cts |

In tho light of these rumors, an Embassy: tiﬂtm: agaiin FRTSE L quies?
tion of their validity with thc Forergn N[llll‘:l{‘l on Septerber 18, diir-
ing the course of a conversation on anothier sulijéct’ lhb I*om}igu
Minister stated categovically that he knew ‘of no such comcrsatwns
since the Chinhae conference, that such proposals had not been dxs-'
enssed in eabinot meetings, that b lnmsel © believed the IIHHI;{IIIHHIH nf
air or naval hases to the Chnwsc wonld be dangerous to T\m‘wm ac-"‘
curity, and that he hoped the President wou]d be advised |mth tlm,t.'
such riumors were envrent and of the dangers of any sucly n'r:oemcnt-s ’

9. In. thig general connection, tho Xorean Minister of Defense, in
the course of an. informal conversation with an Embassy officer on
September 16;-stated .that the Chinese military attaché has recently
approached the. Korean Army G-2 with a proposal that there bo an
exchange of 1nforma|:mn on the subject of communism and that the
Clunese be allowed to establish certain intelligence installations on the
Korenn mainland nhd on certain Korean islands. The Korean Defense
Minister stated that theso proposals had been brought to his and the
President’s attention and that they had issued instructions that con-
versations with the Chinese military attaché on this subject be dis-

continned. The Minister of Defense indicated that in no event would
the Chinese; be’ nllo\\ cr,l to install their own intelligence installations
on Korean soil. o isse -

10. On the’ mo:mng of September 19, following a conversation with
President Rhce on: anather subject, an Embassy officer told the Presi-
dent that rumors were prevalent of negotiations with the Chinese for
Korean bases and inquired as to their ascurncy, The President’s first
reply was “wait, and you will know from the results”. The Embassy
officer then said, “In‘that case, I take it there actually are negotiations
in progress mth t,he Chinese on the subject of bases”. President Rhee
thereupon repl: ed tothe clfect that the Chinese Embassy was pressing
him to grant botli bases and domicile to Chinese personnel (presuma-
bly 1_g_telhgencc personnel although he did not make this clear) and
he- fre]t that re]q.twns ‘with China were such that a flat rejection of
thmr proposals w ould be inappropriate. He went on to say, however,
that: he.did not inténd to accede to any of the Chinese proposnls

whgthier for: basesror - for stationing of Chinese personnel in Iorea.
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I further said that the American Embassy could rest assured that
aftor the discussions were ended, despite his studied avoidance of a
divectly hegative mpl y, the Chinese would be no further advanced in
theuattainmentiof «théir objectives then they were in the beginning.
I'I.‘é eautioned' the:Embassy oflicer that information on his position
wag of the most sengitive nature and ﬂSl\.Qd the IEmbassy officer not to
p fisgon‘such’ inforiation. |

| 'Ilm |0 mbqeﬁ, 3¢’aware that President Rhee, while sympathizing
Will e Llnnes’e \n{‘z‘mml Government in its struggle against inter-
wationif mnunmmm, and desiring to maintain close relations with
tho chu:uhswnu, IS, .lt the sume timoe highly suspicious of Chincse
wudu(}, and’ mo‘tues, does not intend to be d:agged into the inter-

nwme stmggles with the Chinese communists, and is determined not

to alienate Korean bases to any Power no matter how friendly that
I’ 1}\’51.‘1 wmny bo townrd Woren., Tha President. would probably not bo
nd”f tisc to the wsﬁ, of Chinese naval vessels to Korean ports, but it 1s
I}::rhl} unhltcly that lw would turn over any of these ports to the Chi-
neso favy fs bnses, or even permit the Chinese to operate from Koma-q
ports.

2 e w8 e ‘-'Li-itr,céib

« ko] ATk o st = 2iMef E11(1949. 9. 27)
| | Amsrican Embassy,
No. 596
RESTRICTED
Subject: Transmitting report by John H.

- Korean Youth Corps
THE HONORABIE

THE SECRETARY OF STATE,

l

SIR1

+ In reference to’ the Embasgy's deapatch noiwamber 15 ’

1949, requesting the extension of the detall o ohn H, IASHE
who was originally sent to Seoul on a 90-dgy misslon to assist in

WASHINGTON. | "~

; A - 1S Egig i g I o 1
| i
/.

.-""""__-"\

the rporganization of the Korean youth organizations, I have ths

honor- to transmit herewith a report of Mr. lasher's findings, to-

gether with recommendations, which he has submitted to President.
RHEE with respect to reorganization of the Korean Youth Corps.

The pringlipal recommendations made by Nr. Lasher to President
these: (1) Reorganization of the present youth structure

Rhee are
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