thia time would be followed &t once by North Korean
invasion. He considered Koreen Army not yet completely
cleansced of subversives and wmaintained he needed few
extra months for this purpose and for completion re-
organization Korean Army which recently initiated. He
also anrearcd to Scubt whether Koresan Army, &z now
constituted, trained, and supplied, 1s adaquate To meet
vll-out invasion from north. .In event concerted invesion,
from north, he stated categoriocally, Koirean Aray would
need continuously replenished supply wmunitions f{rom US
sourcey. Both Ministers maintained people throughout
South .{orea uneasy over prospect completion US troop
withdrawal and desired retention US forces now here,

4. I informed Ministers troop withdrawa’ progream now too
far advanced to be halted and must go foreward. 1 stressed
fact troop withdrawal implied no leassening of US support
of or interest in Korea. 1 reviewed exlsting and projected
aid programs and reminded Minister FMAG being greatly
strengthered streamlined. 1 expressed belief, which I said
shared by several eminent ex-militery officials, Rorean
irmy well able handle security XKoresa. I expressed belief
Yorth XKoreans could not risk all-outl invasion South Xo

1t would no doudbt pursue ctirrent infiltration activitie«",

I pointad to splendid record achieved by Y- +ean Task
Forces recently in CheJju and Thirdi Mountaine o-:2retions
agains guerrillas and said I confident securi.. forces
now well capable of coping with any such activity.

5. "I went on to say I deplored publ’ :.%y ut out locally
during past two weeks on subject %~->. it drawal. 1

said 1t my view such publicity harmiul in that it under-
2ined EKorean pecple's confidence in Government and
seourity forces and tended prejudice advancement Xorearn-ui
relations. I expressed opinion Korean publicity rather
should stress recent achlievements government and securi.ty
forces and inculocate confidance an~ . oeople.

6. It 18 my hope substance foregoing conversation wili
be passed on to Rhee by his Ministers, I propose %o see¢

féhee during next day or two and convey similar views
o him.

MUCCIO
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The Americen Eumbessy Las i nonor to transd: for the
Department's Liformation co-ies ¢f & memoranduz of ~eiversaticn
which is self-exnlanatory. |
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"The JCT-RLR (talkdng throug: nds ?-':t.ﬂrpren-,*‘ at all times)
asxed Sf Lt would be ma:.::.le ¢r im Lo secure air traznsportation
back tu Chelu--io. He sald he wey :awly .a.:pf*].nted to the job, lhat
he had been in Cneju—do crly f.r & very short time to dnte n_amely,
Trom ¥ay 7 Lo m:,r 1§, and +hst e wished to return as soon “as'
possible by air. Beth WR., ORI =T and MR, GARDINER asked him

4
gque:tiona concerning concliicans in ZTheiu-do, and Lhe fo].].ovrmg re-
presents tte geroral tenor of us mamErks.



'I‘hc GOVERNOR sadd that curditiocng were improving very.much in
Che ju—do——that they were uxessurauly ociler than they had been a
yecr age so far as he c:uld dete~.ine. He, of ccurse, %&s very new
B thﬁ {Ob——t!’ . Uﬁl?" vhe fir:y offiziel ....uS.n.\.-J.u'l th:.t he had
held. I.n civiliu.n ;.,....'e he azs a ;rofessor. He had grnduated from

ar LU ned taugnt ot the Kormald

','.,1 Feers.  «ltar Lhxt, he had taught at
the Middle' School in Y:ag , & suburt of Seoul Se hadl veen
assoc Lated with Mi: .1.‘::-:-.:-. soveraze™® Iir & period where he had worked
in the Office of Censumers Tocis. - '

rf

Scnool in -uegu f‘ov :-_':~,¢-

When asked fow wany puerrillas rnad come down ‘ror the hills to
surrendes: as a result of th covernment's acnesty program, he said
be ecstimsted the number tec be zi..ut 6,200—2,000 of these were in
J guarded canss loczted i the :liles, while same L,000 were in the
villages under x high ~zgree U ...;.;,_e Su“veJla: ce, e said he
hoped he woulc be azle t. reindoctrinzte zil these people, He in~
tended to e**t.ab"‘sh relndoctrinaticon centers and to divide these
people 1its “our classes—ia: thos2 who had been tools of the Com—
munists, (b) trose wno had leftist i=anings, (¢} t:ose who had
stronger leftist leaningzs, an: (2) tlos2 whc were incorrigible
party ].;..ers. e irtended 1. reifise all tose in category (a) as
S5¢on &s ine¢ wuthoritles Zecisrpined tne identity of these persons.
Categories (:’J and (¢, wouls e m:*l-:ed on oy the Covernazent and sub-
seuently relezsec, whi_ole t:cse v 2 o (c) would pmbnb}y
coitinue to be l"eu. inzustady ¢ L0 #athorities,

He saicd that the :Irops weiw .ol ¢ :uite well and that he be-
lieved within seven or eignt ort. .3 tire Islan< would be able to
suapo-t itsel? i:s0”=zr as £L0. uas & srcerned. He sald he did not
rnnow the nusher of perssins at ;‘. cent unemployed in Cheju~cdo as he
new Lo the !cb, iutl e Intended o made & survey (o Jetermine thls

tris fact as scen as LossiUlie.

l’ﬂi f‘

MR, DRUMRIGHT asxked the TJOVALOR whether sufficient funds

for relief purposes had peen seni to the lsiznia. The GOVELRNOR
saic these tad been nromised, but as yet nud not been received,

MA. DRUMRIGHT suggested inat ine GOVERNCK curt .ct Loth the Minister
of L-efense an: the i lzxter u Siuciel Affzlr-r i orier to speed up
tneir delivery. Fe weit un 1o say Lhet e Loodupght that the Mini ster
of Lefense could e 0! rex: :zssist:ince te Ltiie COVERNOR in this
connect.cn., MR. CPUNFIZHT aszed the TUVZR.UY whetner sufflicient
seods, particulariy :otalo seeds, had been r=ceived in CTheju-do,
¥hen the GOVZRNGR repiied _n. the nggiative, saying that he intended
to contact the Minlster of ~griculture avout tuis matter, MR, DRUM-
RIGHT urged him to se¢ the Hihister of Defense on this problem as
well. This, the GOVER.OR said, ne intenced to do. MR. DRUMRIGHT
then suggested to the GCWMQR THAT it was of the utmost importance
to get the refugees out of the cities and l.ack to their fields for,
unleas this was done, the indigenous food supply of -the Island was
bound to suffer, - The GOVERIOR said he intended to do something
gsbout this problem, but that first he would have to make a careful
survey of the situation. MR. DRUMRIGHT then asked the GOVERNOR

whether the elections of May 10 had passed without incident, and the

I'D

2L



GOVERNOR had indicated that suck had indeed been the case,

. 'The meeting closed with MR, DRUMRIGHT telling the GOVERKOR
that .he would seek tc omake arrangements for the latter's flight
to Cheju~do next week, suggesting that the GOVERNOR return to this
office on Tuescay at which time MR, URUKZIGHT said he expected he
would be able to infor: him concerning the projected flignt,

N —} :"-h 5 W
Jonan P. wardirer
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. In contimuation of Despatch Yo. 273, May i7, 1549, re-
Byrting an political developments in Koreae for the month of
April, 1949, 1 have the honor to submit a review of political

dsvelopments in May, 194G, |
1. SOMMARY

May wvas a difficult montk {or tne Reputlic of Koree,

The strein of impending United States troop witbdramsl and

of Commmist successes in China led to anxious and inept at-
teapts to secure gnarantees of assistance againgt the Comxmnist
meomce, Despite the efforts of the Philippine Delegate, ‘the
United Nations Commission on Korea resolved that it had no re-

{14ties in the timing or facilitation of troop withdemwsl

and aside from that resclntion accomplished little else, The
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