a cox:ltimtin" pPuUrce ol the %oreen Security forces to ensure vhe dismissal
cf dlslf::_val elements. Although the Army is, as a result of its cleans
0% Drooalbuy a re.iadle tedy, the other ceasequences of the earyv
aqefections of some rérsonrel have ramified much bevona the Army g.tse.l.f.

2

| i late “ctober 1948, a mutiny involving a regiment of soldiers,

AN t.he ¢ity of Yosu, South Chulla Province, immediatel= attracted c:i;iliaz'-.
';-:,mwzmist. sympathizers. The combined bands cavtured the city and five
0 six neighboring counties which they helg against counterattacks of
-Yoyal forces for a meek in some areas. Although the clief commmities

and accessible areas have now been restored to (tovernment control,

reonants ol the rebels have remained active throughout th '
veérrilla tands. & ¢ province as

Similar troubles prevailed on Cheju Island where f{or alaost two
VeArs Erm?d‘&:}m.mistucivilian bands terrorized the co nitryaide. Two or
three mutinies in Hortn Kyungsang Province ; while not Jathering civilian
adherents, added fuel to widesoread Cormmuni st—inspired iisorders which
hawve J:cept Ehe province upset, Spasmodic troubles from scattered
Euerr%llaa'nave‘also occasionally'diaturbﬁd_parts of XKangmun, South
yyvngsang, and Horth Ch'oongch'ung Provinces, 4 national reserve
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(| Defense Minister Sihn and gportation Minister

Huh called this morning and e ed me in conversation
re US troor. withdrawal. While”they did not say so, 1

am convinced they came et bidding of President Rhee.

NO Sl 6@?!’

2. Afver considerable discusgion they revealed purpote
of call: Namely, inquiry whether it possible delayw
departure FCT for additional uix months.

3. Defense Minister expressed belief withdrawal RCT at
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thia time would be followed &t once by North Korean
invasion. He considered Koreen Army not yet completely
cleansced of subversives and wmaintained he needed few
extra months for this purpose and for completion re-
organization Korean Army which recently initiated. He
also anrearcd to Scubt whether Koresan Army, &z now
constituted, trained, and supplied, 1s adaquate To meet
vll-out invasion from north. .In event concerted invesion,
from north, he stated categoriocally, Koirean Aray would
need continuously replenished supply wmunitions f{rom US
sourcey. Both Ministers maintained people throughout
South .{orea uneasy over prospect completion US troop
withdrawal and desired retention US forces now here,

4. I informed Ministers troop withdrawa’ progream now too
far advanced to be halted and must go foreward. 1 stressed
fact troop withdrawal implied no leassening of US support
of or interest in Korea. 1 reviewed exlsting and projected
aid programs and reminded Minister FMAG being greatly
strengthered streamlined. 1 expressed belief, which I said
shared by several eminent ex-militery officials, Rorean
irmy well able handle security XKoresa. I expressed belief
Yorth XKoreans could not risk all-outl invasion South Xo

1t would no doudbt pursue ctirrent infiltration activitie«",

I pointad to splendid record achieved by Y- +ean Task
Forces recently in CheJju and Thirdi Mountaine o-:2retions
agains guerrillas and said I confident securi.. forces
now well capable of coping with any such activity.

5. "I went on to say I deplored publ’ :.%y ut out locally
during past two weeks on subject %~->. it drawal. 1

said 1t my view such publicity harmiul in that it under-
2ined EKorean pecple's confidence in Government and
seourity forces and tended prejudice advancement Xorearn-ui
relations. I expressed opinion Korean publicity rather
should stress recent achlievements government and securi.ty
forces and inculocate confidance an~ . oeople.

6. It 18 my hope substance foregoing conversation wili
be passed on to Rhee by his Ministers, I propose %o see¢

féhee during next day or two and convey similar views
o him.

MUCCIO
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