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E OF THE PRESIDENT May 22, 19[,_9
Dear General Macrrthur:

I am writi=- :ou this personal letter about the military and
spcurit-'pvo-;c.- ctnfronting us, for I know that you are in the best
possible positlic: L2 evzluate and scdjudge their seriousness,

Athov~* we in not wish to snow rublicly any sign of worry over
the wvhole situ~'l 3, we cannobt help feeling very nervous. [Ine

Tomrauanists are ir"%'ﬂiﬁr their eropasanda story all throush soutn
Korea that L~ ' ‘rigans are bein~ ferced to withdraw by dbressure
from Moscow, ~v! © =%t soon the neril Yorean Conmunists will sweep down
Lo occuny ovr =nt, dust as the Thinese Commnists are now doing in
Spina., Ther brer sk ower the Prrensyang radlo, and circulate in

leaflets tr=z * o of agreements sirmerd betwesn Ene norin rorean
fommunist purrehr o ldoscow for ntual militery defense. /It is s
revortesd Lhat oavar ong nundred Jaranese plane manufacturers and a'trlators
have haen »row.n' Lo ‘ﬁrbh Korea, 2nd that a large contincent of the
Jaranese soldiers held in Manchuriz are Lo be sent to north Korea by
the 3oviets.
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<2 ma obher stories are circulating among our “80“18. Cne
may diq miss Lham as Dommunist proparanda lies, bul no one cen denJ or

conceal the fact “habt the nortbern Sowmunists ave coastantly coming overy
the 3"—‘-‘- n parzliel bo burn and destroy and kiil wherever thay can. The:n%
mortar shells s#re frecuently falline into the city of Kezesang and in

country villages =il along the line, wnich resulis in death, destr ct'*On
and a nerve-wraeiing uneasiness nmnn_' our people, The United States 7
authorities advise us not, to warry, saying we snal‘ have all the milivsly
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aid we need wien Lbe sitvstion I‘“""’ll‘{‘?b it.. In Lhe meantive, my uafense_g
Minister assures e we have munitions enouveh only Lo last for three da;’ﬁy*,

y
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‘o have done BveryLhing we could to ¢lean ip omiletely the $sland;
of Cheju and other affected areas. But this cleaning up does not e.mun?‘
to much, for we have no way-of preventing the constant infiltratien of |
more Comaunists zlong the sdéacoasts. e need fast-running patrol boats;

planes and seme hezvier ships to rguard our coast line. Without them
it is impossible to keep the Communists out,, and to stop the smyggling 3,
of rice and otrer commodities. 'e nced pianes for reconnaissance as wel
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