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Sir:

In contirmation of Despatck ¥o. 222, April 18, 1945, reporting
on political developments in Eorea for the month of March, 19}49,
I have the bhonor to submit a review of roiiticel developmente -in

April, 1949,
1. SIOLEY

Successful restorstion of public peace in trouiied districts
vas the most notewortny actievement of the monti of April. Ammy
and police, encouraged and directed by ths new Minister of Dofenss,
fought maccessful rebel-extermmination campaigne in the South and
arrested xumerons importent Communiet leadsrs and party members in
Secul and the provinces. The reaction from past months?! Communiat
disturbences, plus announcemént of American troop withdrawal 4in .
"a ‘mabter of wonths,® may halp to explain signs of growing authori-
tarignien in the government; the President's one-pecple movement
thioogh the Bational Society, and the Mducation Minmistar's thought-
purifying Hational Students! Defenss Corps. A secand return of the
Iocal Administration dill to the Assembly, on the ground that Xoiee
wvas not yet reedy for elected locsl govermment, fitted into ths mame
theme. Ths alloged peculations of Commerce Ninister YIN contimisd
to occupy official and general putlic attention. Although a cosm-
intive total of 220 suspected natiomsl treitors had been retianded
by April 30th, many were released on bell (all weslthy men) and pene
was sentenced, giving rise to some popular doubt of the sinceeity of
anti~pational ‘court proceedings, The Commmniet organizations in-
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Soutl Koree tuos e Seetiig fro. gecur:ty crcee. ¢ imvericen
ambagsador art Fre .:x therge d'sficires presentec laelir Lr&‘lentu_:hs
to the Beputlic; delagates of -ne Undted Netlorns Jomriesion on Kurea
contimied tneir delitemiions =ad went ‘o5 tHre. 4 trede arrange-
ment with Jaren wa. elgned .ty «ior e-_;-ra‘l_}.,;.-frfjpre.e.em&‘:iwe cf Supreme
Comrend Al ied Preire. The Mi- aetry of Eircetion ~awunced a plar
for effect 2t 5 ¢ ooHwm-iiscrs’ acuf’-*.t*ﬁn..

CBL. OQMaSTIC TRANQIILLITY
wordiostel » Tirte 37 Army Al pelice, S.pecie 2 LefBnse
Miniester SIHN Suny NMe¢, mecore: & Mt'nt.ar“al .e:'’rae 2. Seace an
order all sver 3xa Zsran. lsllaad min b smsll 7il_ages ag
remcle’ polile s.l~ntall Az Contirarl iz t.';r» gt It were pack
fower and _eee vic.arni, mil. CnE AL BONL2'E. €51 Were COmDATBL.¢

to the dest d=ys ¢! tze
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‘ M lita*"' Government ern, &nd represented o
great improvement ver tae
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Che ju Is" od, Tie all-oul puerrilis extermination campai@:l
begun | Caze to 2 virtual ead in A rii w:t. crdsr restorad

:-

and mdst mb-e...a art sympathizers killed, -<e :J»J@ or coaverted, *:
Defense Minister Sihr  on the Pret ent‘e crders, msie a second trip
to the islaend lasting two weeks, during \-r-u.cz e sersonally directed
nilitary operstiocs for 60D a&ys -".nd toox mc.:_. jclerest in relief
ahd welfare meesurce {or destitute islanders. <:”- iresgident Syngren
BHEE made £ fiyins trip to Cheju oz tae Cik and J.OLh of April, waich -
1&ft = dsep impreesicr on the locsal popalace, a8 well as: avidanﬁiig
the governmer‘'s oririor tnat tae tertitory ced veer rade safe, .0
The Home Affairs Kinieter stated on April 28tr tzat ‘ive bundred
police reiufcrcemsnte, recently dispetcz,el to trnie ie.and, had block-
adad and demoliened all aupply routes into the_ L-..ef...o 80 that
fiml capituiatior would te a matter of weeks:2 - |

'-

. <South Coalla ?i:‘ov}_ﬂce apel . Ticinity, 46 su-Ooel: the.alxr-week
an.ti—gmrrma carpalgn ¢ Komn r.my restored .:rder ino .the
Chird Mountsin troibie zone. Tae Chiri Task.Force, .its WO, don.e
was disberxded and (ts componert urite resumed nor:nal treining, Jm
American missiobary wko drove over teck rozds througs -the formarly
troabled aree around niri Mountaliz and sirrounding mountain chainps
reported that there are £o signs of troulle.

1 Bobessy alrgren A-150, Ma;'re’_’ LGHS

2. Bmbasey eirgran A-12 Erkl S . ~ I-‘ ey
..é(._. ms:‘jrr a‘rgre_. A——%(;Z ril <, QLgﬁ L .

Enbessy &irgrmn A-142, .Lprll ez, 1“

~ Seoul Simmoon, A=vil FR, 13hn, . . P

Fobasey elrgmeas A-.6C, Moy 2, 1ikic 226 =151, izy 2, 194c,
V. COMUNIR4 SCTE OF Tde PARALLEL

April was an un‘...r,.;_:‘:,;: mopt:s. for toe Souti. wores leder Perty and
T

ite various S-.lGElO_...B.I'} Commir.iet orgmnizeticns. Taelr “war of libere—
tion" in the Cheju and (hiri Mountain erezs ended ic virtually com-,
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plete d,efeat at the hands of tLe Republic's security forces (see
Section II). At the same time, rolice were cverywi.ere cpprehending
subversive sugpects under the Publlc: Peace law. Host noteworthy
individnal arrest was toat of LEE Chung Up, Chief of the Central -
Organizing Department of the SKLP, who succeeded PAK Heung Yung and
H) Hun to the party leadership. Intclllg,em:e officers of the Korean
Army apprehendsd sixty other praminent Leftists with Lee 2, Seven

persons, sllegedly Communist cell members within the Koma Electric -
Fower Co:@mv, were -arrested on April 18th eleven nmirses -of the

Secul City. Hospital were arrested as cell membera ; 8ix alleged
cell-members, including the leader, in the Chosun Commercial Bank
were amate& on April 12thD; and from April lst to 20th, a total of
seventy-aight stodents in fifteen colleges znd middle amoola ware
arrested as members of the Communistic Democratic Studente'! Alliance O
Arrests of leftist teachers contimed all over the country. Meamihile,
a comtant flow of Commnist orders, organization plans, and prope-
@nd.a directives cams into the aands of Bepublic security forces, their
volume indicating that Party secrecy and discipline had broksn down
considsrably. Horth Xorea's bid for southerm enrcllment at the Kim

I1 Sung University -suffered a setbeck when recruitérs LIM Y Cain
of the SKLP and seven sssocistes were picked up on Apri_l 3rd

Iatest ?a.ilahle semples of Communist propegande contain all
ths old line sach as: *Down with the so-called Bspublic of Xorea
which oocpemtes with Americen imperielism! Drive out UNCOX, which
was gent to legalize ths stay of American forces! Object to the
outrégeous arrest | -torture,: massacre of patriote! Harrah for the -
Democratic Peonlals Repuhlis of Yorss "  President Buse’s witlidrmel '
statement on April 18th spparently confused the Commnista, who are
no doubt walting for guthoritative advice on now to attack what they

have previously supported.

2. hbuuy airgram A-131, April 14, 19LL~,
Bangook Ilbo, May 3, 1940
£ """um April . 28, %llg

®

'mn l ‘\Lpril 15 3
'yune B  Aprdl 22. 3
Rnbe say & rgmm A-131, April lli 1011—3
. Fabassy airgrem 4-155, April 29, 1G5,

URCOK relatices witllh Loe government oI the fevuialc lagroved
somewhat in compary son wits the previous month. The F‘Zreaident-ami
Yoreign Xinister were bote reported in tae newspecers < to be skep-
tical of the poseibility of UECQK succees iz ;mif"m*ion of the
country. Neverthelers, ithe Forelgn Minister icviied URCOE to view

the May 1lO0th elections on 'Zheju Islend.

& L L
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e Comnission's tour of Jouth Cholis, Aprril &th to 29th, re-
salted in s favoradle impression as to conditiore in schools, factories
m.ﬂm;n end Amy- units, and as to the cutwerd ecanomic situation |

‘geusrally. However, the he:avy guard sssigned by the govermment
doring the trip was interpreted as a device to prevent close contact

with the people; and the obvicusly stsgéd good-will demonstrations
‘at-‘every whistle-stop along ths route unfavorably impressed delegstes.
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-pmjactod trip-to Cheju Island got only as far a5 the fog- over
the ‘ixland's airfield; weather conditlona prevent ed landing 3.
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