; AL ita 27th meoting tho Comaissicrn doclaad Lo 1o

theju Lo on the 8th of lay 1949 in arder to conbipngs L
groam of tripz in disturbed sreas of Sauil Xereu,

At tho asamc 1w ebing tha Comuission nizo beel pon~ o8 =
lotter addreased to ita Chalomen on 220 LAordl 1945 Tuo
B, Limb, Forcign iAdidsizr of Lhe lopublic of | ’
vhe Comrissicn to obsnive the olocilons in Chajn Lo on

Mnlike the Torm;orary Comdeolea Lost yenxr, wihnne
was to facllituate and obuservo the olections of reps
of the Norcan people, the Commission wil) simply Lo
take advantape of ils visit to Cheju Lo ol the blwe of i0
olections to be prezent st como voblling places during .ol

"Ihe Comnioalon‘a wigit to Cheju Do 311 last hutiron
thrpe and four days.”
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. , Xorea, ¥Xay L, 19k9.
AotLon 01100 praey Fiz
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~iaL 1.ETH7D CO
im to m/.x -k g??;{- % B -')"';". ?iles
-—- eLurs D
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pletoed.

Scbjest: Transmission of Meworandum of Conversation Concerning
Augmentation of Koresn Wilitary idvisory Croup

The Amarican Exbassy has the hopor to enclose for ths Depart-
mant's information a gopy effs memsrandus of & conversation held
betoeen Fresident RAEE end othor Koreen officials on the one hand,
ead . Axtassedor and other Amsrican officials on the othar hand,
on the ited subjsot on Mxy 2, 19L9.
Inciosures

Eemurandisa of Comversation,

<FHEEM> M1E FEO[ZAIRZE

to] Z2l(1949. 5. 2)
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BRECRET

Znolosure No. 1 to Despatch Mo. 2Lk dated May L, 1949, from Anartog,
Eabasry, Seocul, Xorea. ‘ E

MEMORANDUM OF GONVERSATION
My 2, 19k9
subject: Augmentation of Korean Military Advisory Group 3

Participantas: President Kiwes
Prime Winister
Ministsr of Defense
Mr. o
Oeneral Roberts
Mr. Drumright

Mr, Muccio, Qeneral Roberts, and Mr. Drumright called at the 5\;
President’s office by appointment this sfterpoon. The Prime Miniatsp
and the Ninister of Dafense participated in the discuzsioen at tha '?
requost of the President. : L

-

Ur, Mzccio saild that his purpose in calling was to hand the
Presidont & letter pertaining to the future size and disposition of
the XKorean Military Advisory Group (KMAG). Mr. Muccio then handed
the Presidant a signed letter on the subject of even date, a copy of
which is attached.

President Rhee then read the text of the letter aloud. Upon
completicn of the reading, Mr. Mucclo asked General Robarts to
explain what was being done to augment and strengthen KMAQG, Generzl
Roberts said that he had been directed to bring the strength of XMAG
up to a meximuw of HDO® hundred officers and enlisted men. At the
present time, he said, KMAG has & strength of about 250 officers and
enlisted men. He said that as finally constituted, KMAG would have
a total strength of about 250 officers and an equal number of enlisted
men, (At this point, President Rhee summoned his personal secretary,
Miss Mary ¥c Intyre, and instructed her to take down an account of
the conversation.) General Roberts want on to say thatpew officsrs
and men for KMAG are to be selected from the cream of the officers
and men now in Korea. If necessary, he said, others would come from
Japsn. General Roberts said that the great majority of the officers
selected would be either in the field grade or captains. Very few
lieutensnts would be selected for KMAG duty. Such lisutenanis aa
are selected, he sald, will be uased as seconds in command. AL the
present time, screening teams are operating within the USAFIK organi-
gation in order to obtain the best qualified officers and men.

Genera) Roberts then asserted that he contemplated asaigning
from 16 to 20 officers to each brigade of the Xorean Army. He sgid
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that no officers of a grade lower than captain would be assigned down
to battslion level. General Roberts went on to say that particular
euphasis ‘4s being placed..on_the..strengthening of the technical -
pervices which he considers to be the weakest segment today of ths
Korean Army. He sald a special effort is being made to recrult the
pegt available officers fan quartermaster, ordnence, signal, and
sngineering services, the objactive being to put the Korean Army
technical services on the best possible operating basis.

General Roberts then said he was recruiting 9 senlor officers
of the grades of lieutenant colonel or major for duty as police con-
pultants. He said that these consultants would operate undar
Colonel John Baird, Provost Marshsll of USAFIK, whe will be remsining
with KMAG. He said thal one police consultant would be assigned to
sach of the 9 police districts throughout Korea. General Roberts
went on to say thataffair number of officers have been requested for
duty with the Korean Coast Guard. He added that thelr work would
oid materially in improving the operations of the Coast Guard.

At this point, Mr. Muccio suggested that General Roberts acquaint
the President with developments in the ordnance field, etc., OGensral
Roberts then ssid that when Sacretary Royall was in Korsa in February,
the Korean Prime Minister had submitted to him a letter on the sub-
ject of armesments, munitions, and the like. General Roberts added
that the matter was being studied and that technicians would be sent
to Korea to assist in solving the problem. At this point the Presi-
dent asked whether the technicians would be included among the 500
officers and men assigned to KMAG. In response, Gensral Roberts ssid
that they would not be & part of the KMAG complement, but would be
eivilisns. At this juncture, Wr. Muccio broke in to state that a
comidttee had been set vp to study the problem of ordnence, including
such lltens as requirements, factory sites, personnel, etc. i(n thie
conneciion, Presideut Hhee commented that ordnance plants cculd not
stert functioning tuo swon to sult him.

Gonersl Roberts then spoke in a general way with regard to the
training of the Korean Army. He stated thet training of the Arwy had
progressed considerally during the past three months. He sald that
during the past few months good use had been made of the regimentsl
combat beshain the caxrying out of demonstrations. All eleasnts of
the Korean Army had been prirvileged to see these RCT demofistratiors
which rangesd through squad, platoon, company, and battalion levels.
Those demonstrations, Geheral Roberts summed up, had baen carried
out as far away as Cheju Island and were being concluded on May 5.

A% this point, President Rhee stated that he wished the assign-
zent of soms officers to help in the training of "young pecpls all
over the country". The President went on to say that the Korean
authorities were cleaning up Chsju and other places. He then maid
he feared as Boon as this cleaning up operstion was completad the
guerrillas wmight spring up again. Unless the people cooperate, the
Pregident said, the OQovernment alone cannot stamp out the Communist
xenace which lies underground. It is therefcre necessary that ths
people thenselves play & part in the defense of the nation and their
own lives. In this regerd, the President went on, ths National
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Association's whole purpose is to bring about the greatest posaihls
seourity, pesce, and order. The Natbanal Aasociation movemsnt, the
Preaident said, is 2 purely nationslistic movemant. It is orfanized
sverywhere but it must be strengthened. Then there are also the
youth groups which have now been wnited into one group. The youth

of Korea must work together. Also there are the women's organiszations
such a8 in Cheju. The school girls and women rmust be organised too,:
the President said. The young peocple must be counted upen for servicy
in ths rezerve Army. LT all these groups sre arganizsd-——like the i
militia~thay will become disciplined, and can cooperate with ths
Army, police, magistrates, etc., and in this way check Communist
subversion. The President bhan said that he talked to thess groups .
when on bis trip apnd had suggested to them that they organize. Hae 3
hgd told them that he was trying-te obtain syperienced imericans te i
aid them. Me then asked how much balp Korea could sxpect in thlz
fiald from the United States. 7

Mr. Muccélio replied that with respect to the Army, the reserve
Army, and the ROIC of Korea, United States Army officers could be of
assistance. But as far as nonmilitary activities were concerned,
Mr. Muccio went on, Mr.-John Lasher was being sent to Korea to offer
his assistance. Lasher had good experience in the youtb field and
would ba able, after looking the situatdon over for a momth or two,
to offer constructive advice. In this connectlon, Mr. Kuccio ex-
pressed the view that an organization like the NTA, which he pro-
oeeded to describe, might be appropriate for Korea at thus Jjuncthre.

The Minister of Defense broke in to inquire what advisers, if
any, would be detailed to the Korean Air Forcs. Mr. Muccio indicated
in reply that General Wedemeyer had indicated that the modsrn air
force is a vary complex instrument and offers many pomplicated prob-
lems. Mr. Muccio went on to suggest that in the event of tamswdle™
the U. S. Alr Force could be over Korea in a matter of mimtes.
General Roberts then said that his Teble of Organiration provided
for the detail of two officers and some enlisted men to the Korean
Air Force. : , -

At this point the discussion turned to other subjects which wll
be reported separately.

EFDruaright/jcg
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