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Following UNCOK developments have taken place zinee
our telegram 295, Harch 2C:

1. Radis Pyonigyang intercent Faych 2.1 stressct
Mutiiicy of UNEOK 2xcept to zupport KOK end keep
American troopns in Horen.

I zugrzested e Wertheimer mignt bo timely for
JCO¥ vconpider provlem tiroocwy withdéravi:l. Detallc
' ;

2, Prinelyal Sscyebary LCOK reccived Eim Yak Soo
informelly, lictenc:d viewyg refardlngy xtloion (para -~
svraph 2 OURTEL 295, laralh 20)
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA p

Anerican Uissien in Korea,

No. 200 | CEFEHAT REoomp poai s Tro ke MPPLL: 3y LFMDs

Return to DC/R FPllas

‘SECRET YieD ACTION | COZim

L*__H PJ:'B'tod. _;I

T e

Subject: Transmitting a Memorandum of Conversation on Military
Aid to Korea and ‘Fithdrawal of United States Troops
The American Nission in Korea transmits for the information
of the .Department & copy of a2 mexorancdun of a conversaticn held
between the President of the Republic of Korea and the ‘Special
Representative on the above-cited subjects on April L, 19L9.
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Enclospre: L//m

Copy of demorandum of
Conversation, as stated.

<EHTFTAP> Ot ZARIZE [ F8h0|2 (1949, 4. 4)
SECRET

Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 200 dated April 5, 1949, from
American Mission in Korea, Seoul.

HEMOrARDUN CF CONVERSATIOCN
aoril L, 19L9

Subject: Hilitary Aid for Korea; VWithdrawal of . 5. Troops
4
Particivants: President Rhee
Sr. ducceilo

Pp— - e e P P Ml T

v, Muceio and ¥r. Drexright called on Fresideni nnee this
morning at hls residence.

Up, ¥ucecio said that he s1ad come to t¢ll the Fresident in a
general way about the reformailation of American policy with regard
to the problem of Korea. Mc. iduccio then proceeded to read to
Fresident nee tne substantive text of the Department's circular
airgraa of larcn 18, 1949, 3:15 a.m. President Rhee listened in-
tently as ur. ifuccio read off the six numbered paragraphs of the
reference airgram. As Mr. lvccio concluded reading the statemant,
resident Rhee asked for a «opy, saying he needed it for purposes
of clarification. MNr. luceic replied that he could not very waell
present the paper to Presidant Rhes, since it was the .aly copy'in
nis possession. However, he ‘rould see whether it would bs fedsible
to make a copy and have it seat to the President,

Mr. Muccio then explaired that decision had beon taisn while
he was in Washington to provide Korea with certain military supplies
and equipment. He went on to say that the details of the program
were now being worked out. In this connection, he said, Ceneral;
Roberts was proceeding to Tokyo today to take up the subject with
General MacArthur.

President Rhee broks in to say that he had been glving.the...
question of military equipment and supplies a great deal of:thought,.
tnat he had discussed it with General Robexts, and_t@aﬁgkgi‘: : :
Dr. Chough Pyung Ok to take up the question in Washivgtop.':
had also wanted to make a public appeal for arms to-the AakriSex
people, but the President hed asked him to withhold it pen {ng?
return of Ur. Muccioe . 8 : .-,r,‘::',..,' ] 3%
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The President went on to say he scanatimes. ‘londpﬂod.'. # ‘
State Department and other officials in 'uhingfio& dalyidy
the problems of Korea. He then said that tha.Korems im:l
were willing to do their part toward the mﬂi&ﬁm‘ri
went on to say most of the North Koreans were, .ﬁ.ghﬂ.ng* '
Communists and that the large majority-of the! Horth

forces were looking for an opportnnity to riu up. 8 in
Communist masters. They wers aeaking 8 OPPX '_ ZXYE
up with their comradasin South Koru. .
North Koreans were merely. uni 3'3&' : '*‘

up. lany were getting impatiért; - h&i&idﬁ? Y "“ Yanlking? o .?.".6“ N
signal from South Korea wucs not fortncom,mb The uunculty, tne
rresident sald, is wnat is the next step? If word shoald be sent

up fro:a Soutn forea, ine Morth loreans would at once overthrow Xinm
Il Sung, out then the Chinese Communists in fancnuria might inter-
vene. The Chinese Comounists, the President went on, are a more
serious prodlem tnan the Korean Communists. That is why, the
President explained, the kepublic of Korea really needs more arms
and military equipment. If the jiorth {orean regime is overthrown,
the President said, the 3outh Korean forces would f{ind it necessary
to go to dorth Korea to help remove the iron curtain up to the

Tumen and Yalu rivers and bar the entry of Chinese Communist forces
into dorth Korea. The Fresident went on to say that the Communists
are attexpting to take over Cheju and other islands. To frustrate
tnis attempt, it is necessary to maintain a tight blockage. There-
fore, the President said, the Kepublic of Korea needs patrol boats,

The President then-touched on the necessity of organizing the
people of Swoutn Korea, including Korean youth, against the inroads
of Communism. He stressed the necessity for the elimination of the
Comnmunist underground, asserting that this was another reason Y1y more
arms are needed. If a force of 200,000 could be developed, the .
President remarked, the :tepub}_ic 'rrou.ld be in a very strong position.
Such an Army wovld be a heavy burden on the Korean economy and might
cost too much money. If the burden proved too heavy, Xorea's needs
might be mel by a smaller standing Army augmented by a reserve force.

The fresiaent then said that Korea needs an air force, pointing
out in ihis conectlion ithat Korea now possesses ten pilots of out-
standing calibei.

The President then returned to the subject of the absorptlop
ot ior<h Xorea into the Zepublic, remarking that the North Koreanw
were ready to come over to the Republic at any time. He then said
that the Republic must wait and choose the opportund time to ac~-

complish this ot jective.

At this point Mr. Muccin broke in to remark that tbe President
did not ceem to appreciate “hat he was, iu the eyes of the Korean
people, a symbol of Korean indapendence aad fresdom. In Mr. ¥uccio's
opinion, the President should appeal to tie Korean veople in tha
North, gcradually preparing them. Mr. Muccio went cu to say he thought
that ithe major struggle was in the 1ield of ldeas. To this the Presi-

dent responded. that military ald was neeidsd and h.o:repeated the taesls
that the North Koreans were growing -impatient of walting and th&y
might soon become disappointed in the Republic. |

President Rhee then launched into a discussion of the parts
vlayed by Generals MacArthur, Hodge, and Roberts in Korea. He
suggested tnat Ceneral ucju:'thur had consistently been wholeheartedly

in favor of Xorea's aspirations, but tbat this was less true of
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Gencrals Hoac;e 2.4 voberts. Lu Wils copection, «r. muccio commented
tnat Anerican noiicy Lowaru 'Oldd aad always veen made in Washington
and that Ceaerals dacArtaur, hecge, and ..oberts were but the ‘laple-
aeiters of tnat uollcy. W ;ucclo tnen stressed tne point that ne
nad been vusy 1or Six weeds on aoraa poi).cy i: wasnington; that he
nad seen tie Frzsident, tie Secretary of state, the Secretary of the
Avay, teneral '.hae.m.ye ; c-,“u tne .iatioanal Secur vy Courncil on the
supject. Tne iiues of -y. . puilcy toward Korez had peen redefined
woile n2 was ia sashingion. He coulu assure tne President that tne
decision nad been taken o grant counlinued Y. . economic and mili-
Lary ald to sorea. |

Ar, sauccio unen reiterated une view tnat tae bresldent, as tne
symool of Aorea's freedoa and i.depennence, rnrould appeal periodically
over tne radio to tne peunie oi wmortn sorea. In the meantime, it was
+is view tnat une depublic snoula solidify its 2osition in tne Soutn,
carrving ¢u tue training of its security iforces and eliainating the
suerrilla ovands iatesting Cneju Island a:d Soutn Cnolla.

The President stated that nhie realizea tne importance of cleaniig
up tne Communist elements in th: Hepublic, that action towarvl tnis
end was steadily poing rorward, and that he nad also formulated
plans for tne reorganization o[‘ the Korean Army. He »>aid he nad in-
structed thne new iinister of Defznse to proceed to Choju Island in
comparny witn the Minister of Social Welfare. He said tnat the
latter would stay in Cheju to tike over overall contirol of the island,
while the Minister of Defense would return to Seoul within a short
time to accowplish reorganizat dd of the Korean Army. The purpose
of tnis reorganization would be to unify and render more efficient
tne Korean security forces. In this connection, the President sald
- that in the future much more time would be put to the building up
of tne fLorean wNavy. .

The President then said that some thought had been given to
tae despatcih of the Korean Prime Minister, a militery figure, to
Washington to plead Korea's case for additional ams and equipment,
To tnis, Mr, Muccio rejoined that a dociaion had just been taken in
fiashington with respect to the supplying ot a.ddit-imal arms and

equipment to Korea and that it aeemed. to him: th.l.t the Prime Hiniater'
trip would serve no useful purpose. In reply,.the President com-

mented that the Prime Minister hoped to see Mr..Muoclo during the
course of the afternoon and would discuss the subjuct 'rith him

After a discussion of several unralatod Bubjoota, ltr. ancio

suggested that U, S. troops could not be’ o::pectod to reémain in’ Eoraa
indefinitely, that he understood some Koreans nro*agitating for !

the withdrawal of U. S. troops, and that theré was’'a natural. desi.'re
on the part of the United States to withdrsw its rorcos ul aoo

tnis could be done without imperiling Koresn necurity._ 11‘,. ?fo
went on to say he felt that.the training of the Eoraan. néﬁz‘i
forces had made a good deal of progress in recent mnths“}.nd"’c-ha.

he felt that the withdrawal of American troops inightibe D be act g:ed
in the very near future. In th®s connection, l-‘.r. iuccio .pcﬁi ‘od’
out that such withdrawal would be accomplished by ERSC rarnt shingd

of further supplies of arms and ammunition to the rHepublic and by
augnentation of the norean :ilitary Advisory troup. ur. Muccio

added he felt that withdrawal of U. 8. forces was important from

the psychological point of view. It vould give the Forean people
and Army a new sense of responsibility and self-reliance. He felt
certain the forean ceople would grasp tnis new sense of responsi-
bility. It would, moreover, ennance the prestige of horea in the
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eyes oi the worid. .ur. wuccio tness suggested tnat &t an avpropriate
time tne President might want to issue a statement expressing
.anpreciation oi tne service rendered oy the U. S. forces in norea
and suggesting that tney mignt now viitharaw,

President rhee took iwr. .:uccio's coumnent with.resP%cp to the 5
projected witndrawal of Amgricau_trug?s'calmly._ lle said he rgall?i
tney could 5ot Le Xept in sorea 1adel}nltgly. ne'@erely hoped tha
they could be maintained in Korea until tne‘g?p?bllc naz an ade-
quate force to protect its linterests and sufticient arms and
suniticns Lo supply its rorces.

The conversation tnen rassed on to otner cupjects.
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to the direct interest of the puppet People’s Republic in the fighting on
Cheju., Textually, the following wasstated : AT ELeBE g AP

“Furthermore, they (the island guerrillas) are encouraged in their
struggle by the fact that, under Premier Kim Il Sung,'a sound demo-
cratiec baso has been Luilt in the northern half of the Ropublic, and
thero is the strong Soviet Union behind us (sic)..Also, tho Cheju
Islanders have a powerful people’s coalition front. o

“Phe activities of the armed guerrillas on Cheju Island became
intengified following the formation of the Central Government of the
Republic (of North I{orea).” E & .

Muoccro

. BAIIEO| CH8F 00k} 2&0| T3} u|YS(1940. 4. 12

THE FOREIGN SERVICE
| Of THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Amorican Mission in Korea,

DIVISION OF lpril 12, 1949
N%WIANJ [ AIRY
MAY
DEPARTMENT
No. 21
TOP SRCHET
SUBJECT: President Rbee's Visit 4o Gheju-and M1itary ey

for Koroes
Tha Morecican Misasloa in Eor=a pas the hozor to tosnadt luc the
ts information & copy of a self-explanatory nomarsndom of
conversetion dated April 11, 19k9, *

<HEZA> ol&5Rte] MFx BEnt ekt AR Z(1940, 4. 11)
MEMCRANDUM OF CONVERSATION
April 11, 1949
Sub ject: President Rhee's visit to Cheju and military aild

for Korea y

Participants: President Rhee
Mr, Muccilo
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President Bhee was very entbusiastic in informing me of the
rasulte of his visit to Cheju Sezturday, April 9. BHs 1s confident
- steps taken by the military will result in the complete elimination
of the Commmists. He is already taking steps to help the civilian
population rebabilitate itself, Stepe have been taken to send seeds,
food, building material, etc. and his Minister of Social Affairs is
staying there to supervise ths rehabilitation. A copy of his state~
ment regarding Cheju is attached. ,

I then carefully explained in detail the conclusions of KSC 8-2
approved by President Truman on March 23rd., In doing this I used the
first part of DA WARY 856359 dated March I, I did not disclose the
dete gilven in paragraph "c®" thereof noy the figures in "f* 1, 2 or 3.

¥e then discussed the proposal to aupgment and formalize KMAG.
President Rhee mentioned hiz concern about General Roberts and recalled
that be bad requested an outstanding military figure: from Secretary
Royall and General ¥edemeyer. I pointed ocut that although the General
is a it gruff, he is an outstanding soldier and was especialdly sslectad
by General Muchrthur and General Coulter for his unique abdlity in
trainxing and inspiring jtmior officers, qusl ities espacially called
for in KMAG.

President Rhese reiterated his eagerness for a larger Korean army
of about 200,000, Be bas mentioned this figure several times and had
pregented a similar one direct to Secretary Royall and Gemeral
Wedemsyer. I countered that the question of the adequate size of ths
Koresn arxy and security foroces had been given a grest deal of
consmideration by General Roberts, by General Macirthur and by General
Wodemsyor. I emphasized that the best militery talent available to
the United States of imerica were wunanimous that a amall, well-
equipped, well trained amy thoroughly loyal to the Govermwment and to
President Rhes with a somewhat ll.rgcr reserve or civilian national
guard - anamyorsaybet-unSO and 65,000 would be the most
suitable,

]

I then mentioned that American military experts now felt that
the present Korean army was rapidly reaching an advance degree of
efficiency, that with equipment, supplies and munitions we propose
transferring to the Govermnment of the Republic of Korea and with
legislative authorizations for continuing military assistance that

the Korean Army has now reached a grade of competence where the
retention of the U.S. tasmk force is no longer warranted and
politically is starting to became a disadvantage. President Rhee
assented. I then suggested he might make a public announcement
expressing confidence in his owmn security forces, in the rapid
strides they had made and that he considered them now capable of
taking care of Korea and that he was therefore suggesting to the
Anerican authorities that we discuss the timing of withdrawal. I
added that such a pronouncement coming from him at this time would
bave an excellent effect on the world at large and be a real
inspiration to his wvem people.

President Rhee concluded that he would make a statement to this

effect ™in a day or two",
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<HEZA> 0|50 HFET 82 2D} BT 21949, 4. 11)
Press Release April 11, 1949

Office of the President

As a tribute to the bravery and d&evotion of the 3,100 men of the

Korean Army, led by Colonel Yu Jai Hung, rho have captured more than
2,800 Communist rebels and have ended guerrilla attacks on Cheju

Island, Presitnt and Madame dyngman Rhee made a day-long visit with
the people of Cheju saturday,

In & speech Yo 2,500 of vhe captured "mountain people" in =
refugee camp on the outskirts of Cheju City, President Rhee told them,
"Forget the past. What is done is dene. Your task now is to become
loyel citizens of the Republic!,

Fresident Rhee emphasized this same note of conciliation and
unity when he told an assemblage of 75,000 gathered in Chejuls city
square, Welcome the mountain people back among you and help them
to learn the ways of peaceful and constructive citizenship,®

Kim, Yung Whan and Lee, Dock Koo, principal Communist leaders on
the jsland, are still at large, With a small band of followers, most
of them unarmed, they are hiding among the rocks in the mountains.
The Army, however, has them surrounded. and expects to end the active
stege of mopping up operations very soon. ‘

The long~delayed election to chuose two members of the National
Assembdy from Cheju will be held on May 10.

Following an intensive propaganda campaign featuring leaflets
dropped from planes. lndreds of the gusrrilla fighters hawe
voluntarily surrendered.

All who give themselves up are placed in a refugee camp for a
trief period of re-education. Plans call for their return to their
farms in time to plant this seasonis rice crop.

President and Mrs, Rhee inspected & warehouse full of captured
arms and ammmition, and President Rhee praised Col. Yu and the police
and civic authorities for their vigorous and succeszaful suppression of
the guerrilla bands,. '

Some 150,000 of the 300,000 total population of Cheju Island
turned out to welcoms President and Madame Rhes, |

It. Cols Waiter J, Raberer, Jr., Senior Americen Adviror on Cheju,
and Defense Minister Shin Sungmo accompanied President and Mrs. Rhee
on their tour of the island, ;

In his principal address of the day, Preszident Rhee praised the
United States, and expressed appreciation of Ambassador John Muscio for
the ECA aid, which, he said,will mean mmuch more prosperous living for
the people of Cheju Do, as well as for the resi of Korea, o
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The ;n‘eside:itial p-a.z'ty flew down to Chsju, leaving Saturday
morning and returning in the evening of the same day.

Governor Yim Kwanho of Cheju City expressed the gratitude of the
people for Presibat Rhee's visit, and said it was more than sufficient
recompanse for the sufferings they have had tu endure,

s MFre A A HE-_F7=I 11949, 4. 14

JOMIRG AIRGRAM......

Wﬁ"w OF STATE DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS  TELEGRAPH BRAN

romi Amer fassion in Ioreu
Seoul

. DIVISION OF Dato of Maillingi: Zpril 16, 1949

L_?T AS|AN
rtunt of Btatn

rianhingt.an DEPARTME

FFédba: april 27, 1949 11:14 %

Offiao ot \
FAR EASTERN apryps

R Al

J‘rtl}r
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o "!h.e return 0f sprind¥hEn¥ seen an increans in bo¥n
‘bc]. nativiir and opoosingB¥fforts of the Koreen Armr and polica

- 'mc. While 1t is apparon® that the situation aiffars convide=anly”

TTOM: diatrlut to dletriot, presant indications are that the incriosed

,trtining of the Korean troops and a wore agrreesive and halbwor(anrw

.tffort on ths part of both arny and police soen to be making haadwl

in oonbating admmuniet-inepired activities in Somth Xorea.
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The month of March saw a xushrooming-or raidas by Yoth commuilets
and Oovernment forces in Zcuth Cholls and South Xynrgrzng Provinses,
3ome wighteen of such incidents were suf7iclontly confirmed te 2.3
recorded. The Yongbang News of South Ch’oongch? ung lizted six in
‘#ix different locales in one morning's news aloar. Tha attacks woure
nostly on or frem rursl police centsi's; sometinmos reporsis, porhapns
sowewhat exagroxatedly told of 50 %o 100 men involved. Thevr uie
gensrally officially recerded ax involving ors rebal than Go'r=rnzan!
losses, though missionary sources atromn the ruedel advaniages or
raids which fire a bullding, pick of env or two policsnnn 18 an
isolated st~tion, take a pgun or two and ammunition ard dlcippear
without much possibility of immediutn ropriceal. Suob rsiduy thow tho
real, though emall-ccale striking power which the rebels oontinpua 20
bave in tho Southern previnces and which ooatinue te put emall
villages tomporarily at iheir mercy. Hispionarice vrmsident ir
these provinces remwark nn the disruptive effect such aactivity hav
had on ocultivation ard ropair work; they are extremoly worried abnub
vhat will happen to the already sarious food altuation Lf dizruntion
should prove to have seriously affocted the plaunting, oultivation
or harvosting of vumner grains.
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