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.T’he §pecial Representatwe in Horea (Muccio) to the Secretary
T of Stats
CONFIDENT’IAL ' Seour, April 9, 1949
)\ 127 "Dt-l'vn&.o Minister Sihn Sung Mo is now on Cheju Island
nb eipross request of President Rhee, with ordors to remain until
‘guerrillas have been wiped out and order restored. Previously, Silin

Kid boen given similar instructions, when he was Minister of Home

A ffivy, but was called hone inordoer to assume portfolio of defense.

“Just prior to his departure at the begmnmg of this week, he stated
that the clean-up would be much easier now that he was working with
Ariity assault forces instend of the less relinble and more timorous

police. Aetanlly, ho snid, the rebels wero surrounded in their mountain

stron«‘rhvlds, aud could not hold out for rauch longer.,

_ F:ghtmg on Cheju has been sporadic for a long tune. Pyongyang
‘radio broadcasts have devoted long programs to the “celebration” of
the one year’s anniversary of the “partisan” fighting on the island,
which began on April 3 of last year. Similar broadcasts in Korean
from Moscow and Khabarovsk have referred to the revolt as the fore-
runner of the.widespread armed resistance which is destined to sweep
the, ceuntpy ‘ns soon-as American troops have been withdrawn.

Tt is elear from the nature of the propagands emanating from the
Sevietcoritrolled ridio that Cheju Tsland has been chosen as the spot
for o miajot Soviet effort to sow confusion and terror in southern
Kotea, This has been accompanied by a continuing and similar op-
erationi ‘on the lind mass of the peninsula just north of the island,
intho-provinées of South Cholla and South Xyongsang., With such
conditions: déepy intho rear nreas of the Republic, President Rhee hus
beenforend th tdke the decision to stamp out unrest and insecur ity, so
that tho defense forces on the 38th parallel should not be lured away
anddissipited i in the internecine str uggle which the Communists have
hopcd to make n permanent facet.of the Korean scene. ‘

It scems obvious that Soviet agents are being filtered into Cheju
without great, difliculty. Minister Sihn states that most of them ar-
rived by small fishing boats from North I orea. While the IKorean
Coast Guaxd is endeavoring to patrol the coast of tha island, says Sihn,
it cu.nnot possibl ¥, with its present small complement of shlps, main-
tain o tight blockade. While it has been a subject for some argument
between. tho Prime Minister and Minister Sihn, and particularly in
debates on’ the floor of the. “House, thers have been persistent reports
of Soviet alips and subtinrines nround the island,

Photographs of operstions on Cheju indicate unusual sadistic pro-
pensities on the part of both Government and guerrills forces. Signal
atrocities have been reported, indicating mass misssacre of villuge
populations, including women and ohildren, accompanied by wide-
spread looting and srson. In some cases the Army has been:guilty of.
revenge operations against guerrillas which have brought down ven-
geance on unarmed villagers. = o ;

A Pyongyang broadcest of last Sundey was singularly rev_enlmg as
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to the direct interest of the puppet People’s Republic in the fighting on
Cheju. Textually, the following wasstated : P R

“Furthermore, they (the island guerrillas) are encournged in their
struggle by the fact that, under Premier Kim 1] Sung,a'sonnd demo-
cratic base has been Luilt in the northern hall of the Republic, and
there is the strong Soviet Union behind us {sic)..Also, the Cheju
Islanders have a powerful people’s coalition front. o

“I'he activities of the armed guerrillas on Cheju Island became
intensified following the formation of the Central Government of the
Republic (of North ICorea).” B g

Muccio

= AL

e

0| chst ojsotzl R&9| Cha} u|YEH(1949, 4. 12
THE FOREIGN SERVICE

_ OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

imsrican M{asion in Korea,

DIVISION OF bpril 12, 1949
Ngww{,x fAIRL
MAY 5
DEPARTMENT
Bo. 221
TOP SBCEET

SUBJECT: President Rbee's Visit 4b Gheju-wnd M{1itary ifd
for Keroa
The Acorciean Misalisn in Foraa pas the honsr to trunart Z.uc the
Departmsntis informetion & copy of & self-explinatory memcraudam of
conversetion dated Aprdi 11, 1949, :

bv:«lmm'
1. Mewesision of Cowyersation

£y of Compprsats
diio ik 12, 195
<HE2A> olaTte] HFET WRN STAME(MO 4. 11)
MEMCRANTUM OF CONVERSATION

April 11, 1949

Subject: President Rhee's visit to Cheju and military aid
for Korea

<

Participants: President Rhee
I, Mucclo

273



