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Following UNCOK developments have taken place zinee
our telegram 295, Harch 2C:

1. Radis Pyonigyang intercent Faych 2.1 stressct
Mutiiicy of UNEOK 2xcept to zupport KOK end keep
American troopns in Horen.

I zugrzested e Wertheimer mignt bo timely for
JCO¥ vconpider provlem tiroocwy withdéravi:l. Detallc
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2, Prinelyal Sscyebary LCOK reccived Eim Yak Soo
informelly, lictenc:d viewyg refardlngy xtloion (para -~
svraph 2 OURTEL 295, laralh 20)
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA p

Anerican Uissien in Korea,

No. 200 | CEFEHAT REoomp poai s Tro ke MPPLL: 3y LFMDs

Return to DC/R FPllas

‘SECRET YieD ACTION | COZim

L*__H PJ:'B'tod. _;I

T e

Subject: Transmitting a Memorandum of Conversation on Military
Aid to Korea and ‘Fithdrawal of United States Troops
The American Nission in Korea transmits for the information
of the .Department & copy of a2 mexorancdun of a conversaticn held
between the President of the Republic of Korea and the ‘Special
Representative on the above-cited subjects on April L, 19L9.

266




S

}
Enclospre: L//m

Copy of demorandum of
Conversation, as stated.

<EHTFTAP> Ot ZARIZE [ F8h0|2 (1949, 4. 4)
SECRET

Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 200 dated April 5, 1949, from
American Mission in Korea, Seoul.

HEMOrARDUN CF CONVERSATIOCN
aoril L, 19L9

Subject: Hilitary Aid for Korea; VWithdrawal of . 5. Troops
4
Particivants: President Rhee
Sr. ducceilo

Pp— - e e P P Ml T

v, Muceio and ¥r. Drexright called on Fresideni nnee this
morning at hls residence.

Up, ¥ucecio said that he s1ad come to t¢ll the Fresident in a
general way about the reformailation of American policy with regard
to the problem of Korea. Mc. iduccio then proceeded to read to
Fresident nee tne substantive text of the Department's circular
airgraa of larcn 18, 1949, 3:15 a.m. President Rhee listened in-
tently as ur. ifuccio read off the six numbered paragraphs of the
reference airgram. As Mr. lvccio concluded reading the statemant,
resident Rhee asked for a «opy, saying he needed it for purposes
of clarification. MNr. luceic replied that he could not very waell
present the paper to Presidant Rhes, since it was the .aly copy'in
nis possession. However, he ‘rould see whether it would bs fedsible
to make a copy and have it seat to the President,

Mr. Muccio then explaired that decision had beon taisn while
he was in Washington to provide Korea with certain military supplies
and equipment. He went on to say that the details of the program
were now being worked out. In this connection, he said, Ceneral;
Roberts was proceeding to Tokyo today to take up the subject with
General MacArthur.

President Rhee broks in to say that he had been glving.the...
question of military equipment and supplies a great deal of:thought,.
tnat he had discussed it with General Robexts, and_t@aﬁgkgi‘: : :
Dr. Chough Pyung Ok to take up the question in Washivgtop.':
had also wanted to make a public appeal for arms to-the AakriSex
people, but the President hed asked him to withhold it pen {ng?
return of Ur. Muccioe . 8 : .-,r,‘::',..,' ] 3%
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The President went on to say he scanatimes. ‘londpﬂod.'. # ‘
State Department and other officials in 'uhingfio& dalyidy
the problems of Korea. He then said that tha.Korems im:l
were willing to do their part toward the mﬂi&ﬁm‘ri
went on to say most of the North Koreans were, .ﬁ.ghﬂ.ng* '
Communists and that the large majority-of the! Horth

forces were looking for an opportnnity to riu up. 8 in
Communist masters. They wers aeaking 8 OPPX '_ ZXYE
up with their comradasin South Koru. .
North Koreans were merely. uni 3'3&' : '*‘

up. lany were getting impatiért; - h&i&idﬁ? Y "“ Yanlking? o .?.".6“ N
signal from South Korea wucs not fortncom,mb The uunculty, tne
rresident sald, is wnat is the next step? If word shoald be sent

up fro:a Soutn forea, ine Morth loreans would at once overthrow Xinm
Il Sung, out then the Chinese Communists in fancnuria might inter-
vene. The Chinese Comounists, the President went on, are a more
serious prodlem tnan the Korean Communists. That is why, the
President explained, the kepublic of Korea really needs more arms
and military equipment. If the jiorth {orean regime is overthrown,
the President said, the 3outh Korean forces would f{ind it necessary
to go to dorth Korea to help remove the iron curtain up to the

Tumen and Yalu rivers and bar the entry of Chinese Communist forces
into dorth Korea. The Fresident went on to say that the Communists
are attexpting to take over Cheju and other islands. To frustrate
tnis attempt, it is necessary to maintain a tight blockage. There-
fore, the President said, the Kepublic of Korea needs patrol boats,

The President then-touched on the necessity of organizing the
people of Swoutn Korea, including Korean youth, against the inroads
of Communism. He stressed the necessity for the elimination of the
Comnmunist underground, asserting that this was another reason Y1y more
arms are needed. If a force of 200,000 could be developed, the .
President remarked, the :tepub}_ic 'rrou.ld be in a very strong position.
Such an Army wovld be a heavy burden on the Korean economy and might
cost too much money. If the burden proved too heavy, Xorea's needs
might be mel by a smaller standing Army augmented by a reserve force.

The fresiaent then said that Korea needs an air force, pointing
out in ihis conectlion ithat Korea now possesses ten pilots of out-
standing calibei.

The President then returned to the subject of the absorptlop
ot ior<h Xorea into the Zepublic, remarking that the North Koreanw
were ready to come over to the Republic at any time. He then said
that the Republic must wait and choose the opportund time to ac~-

complish this ot jective.

At this point Mr. Muccin broke in to remark that tbe President
did not ceem to appreciate “hat he was, iu the eyes of the Korean
people, a symbol of Korean indapendence aad fresdom. In Mr. ¥uccio's
opinion, the President should appeal to tie Korean veople in tha
North, gcradually preparing them. Mr. Muccio went cu to say he thought
that ithe major struggle was in the 1ield of ldeas. To this the Presi-

dent responded. that military ald was neeidsd and h.o:repeated the taesls
that the North Koreans were growing -impatient of walting and th&y
might soon become disappointed in the Republic. |

President Rhee then launched into a discussion of the parts
vlayed by Generals MacArthur, Hodge, and Roberts in Korea. He
suggested tnat Ceneral ucju:'thur had consistently been wholeheartedly

in favor of Xorea's aspirations, but tbat this was less true of
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Gencrals Hoac;e 2.4 voberts. Lu Wils copection, «r. muccio commented
tnat Anerican noiicy Lowaru 'Oldd aad always veen made in Washington
and that Ceaerals dacArtaur, hecge, and ..oberts were but the ‘laple-
aeiters of tnat uollcy. W ;ucclo tnen stressed tne point that ne
nad been vusy 1or Six weeds on aoraa poi).cy i: wasnington; that he
nad seen tie Frzsident, tie Secretary of state, the Secretary of the
Avay, teneral '.hae.m.ye ; c-,“u tne .iatioanal Secur vy Courncil on the
supject. Tne iiues of -y. . puilcy toward Korez had peen redefined
woile n2 was ia sashingion. He coulu assure tne President that tne
decision nad been taken o grant counlinued Y. . economic and mili-
Lary ald to sorea. |

Ar, sauccio unen reiterated une view tnat tae bresldent, as tne
symool of Aorea's freedoa and i.depennence, rnrould appeal periodically
over tne radio to tne peunie oi wmortn sorea. In the meantime, it was
+is view tnat une depublic snoula solidify its 2osition in tne Soutn,
carrving ¢u tue training of its security iforces and eliainating the
suerrilla ovands iatesting Cneju Island a:d Soutn Cnolla.

The President stated that nhie realizea tne importance of cleaniig
up tne Communist elements in th: Hepublic, that action towarvl tnis
end was steadily poing rorward, and that he nad also formulated
plans for tne reorganization o[‘ the Korean Army. He »>aid he nad in-
structed thne new iinister of Defznse to proceed to Choju Island in
comparny witn the Minister of Social Welfare. He said tnat the
latter would stay in Cheju to tike over overall contirol of the island,
while the Minister of Defense would return to Seoul within a short
time to accowplish reorganizat dd of the Korean Army. The purpose
of tnis reorganization would be to unify and render more efficient
tne Korean security forces. In this connection, the President sald
- that in the future much more time would be put to the building up
of tne fLorean wNavy. .

The President then said that some thought had been given to
tae despatcih of the Korean Prime Minister, a militery figure, to
Washington to plead Korea's case for additional ams and equipment,
To tnis, Mr, Muccio rejoined that a dociaion had just been taken in
fiashington with respect to the supplying ot a.ddit-imal arms and

equipment to Korea and that it aeemed. to him: th.l.t the Prime Hiniater'
trip would serve no useful purpose. In reply,.the President com-

mented that the Prime Minister hoped to see Mr..Muoclo during the
course of the afternoon and would discuss the subjuct 'rith him

After a discussion of several unralatod Bubjoota, ltr. ancio

suggested that U, S. troops could not be’ o::pectod to reémain in’ Eoraa
indefinitely, that he understood some Koreans nro*agitating for !

the withdrawal of U. S. troops, and that theré was’'a natural. desi.'re
on the part of the United States to withdrsw its rorcos ul aoo

tnis could be done without imperiling Koresn necurity._ 11‘,. ?fo
went on to say he felt that.the training of the Eoraan. néﬁz‘i
forces had made a good deal of progress in recent mnths“}.nd"’c-ha.

he felt that the withdrawal of American troops inightibe D be act g:ed
in the very near future. In th®s connection, l-‘.r. iuccio .pcﬁi ‘od’
out that such withdrawal would be accomplished by ERSC rarnt shingd

of further supplies of arms and ammunition to the rHepublic and by
augnentation of the norean :ilitary Advisory troup. ur. Muccio

added he felt that withdrawal of U. 8. forces was important from

the psychological point of view. It vould give the Forean people
and Army a new sense of responsibility and self-reliance. He felt
certain the forean ceople would grasp tnis new sense of responsi-
bility. It would, moreover, ennance the prestige of horea in the
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eyes oi the worid. .ur. wuccio tness suggested tnat &t an avpropriate
time tne President might want to issue a statement expressing
.anpreciation oi tne service rendered oy the U. S. forces in norea
and suggesting that tney mignt now viitharaw,

President rhee took iwr. .:uccio's coumnent with.resP%cp to the 5
projected witndrawal of Amgricau_trug?s'calmly._ lle said he rgall?i
tney could 5ot Le Xept in sorea 1adel}nltgly. ne'@erely hoped tha
they could be maintained in Korea until tne‘g?p?bllc naz an ade-
quate force to protect its linterests and sufticient arms and
suniticns Lo supply its rorces.

The conversation tnen rassed on to otner cupjects.
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