Sixtt) the report
hat civilianse or Chaju Ieland, wiwre suerriiise nave been fighting
eince Aprii 1998, nave largely ceased to si¢ tie raiders, whom they
once sypported in large mejority, and begorn ic nelip loyal security
forces is en extremely encouraging sign. It would indicate that even
groaps in the rurel Korean popolatior which distrust Government
eatbority, eventuslly even more come to dialike the destroctive and
crael practices of the gnerrillas who turn villages, terrorire com-
wanities, kidsap and conscript villagers, and steal food and supplies.
Seventh, Decemberis experience shows that it is posaible to have
palice and constabalary cooperating in action., It also shows both
forces improving in aggressivensss, self-confidence, techniquee, and
resalts. If these tendancies contimie and improve, it is possible
that within #ix months, the internal situation in Scuth EKores will
e completsly undsr control of loysl security forcea,

IV -~ The Goverimmant
b. Belatioms with tha Fxecutive
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fzbetantis) issembly We:rwss onternsd mattere involvixg its
relntions with one or amnotber member of the State Council (Cd.hipat).
Part of this was connected vith above-noted activity ox thes still
treudbled eitoatiom in the revolt ereas. The Assembly received a long
written and oral report from Premier LEF Bum Suk which summerired
operntions against dissident groaps in the four reglons of Cheju
Jeland, South Cholla Province, Kangeor Province, and Tasgn, Forth
Yyungsang Province (Despatcn $o. 14, Jamary 1G, 1949), "he relatively
rosy pictare which was painted tnerein (contairing for exwmple tihe
fisnre of three loyal fcrces dead ageinst 422 rebel deed on Chaju
laland since April 1648; 4id mot fully esatiefy the issemblymen who
procesdod to organize their owr previously mertiionsd investization
cogeittees and to urgs the Joveroment to pardon any rebels wvho velun-
tarily surrendered. CJertalnly, tie facte which the Prime Kinister
dieclosed in no vay reportec tus situation as fully or frankly as in
Part 11 of this Despatch.

Bespectfully yours,

- ® =0l FIh 8 (1949, 2. 2)
. EPARTMENT OF THE AR[, [ ME¥*ut Gtiiics
STAFF MESSAGE CENTER
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From: USPOLAD Seoul, Koresa sgd Muccio
To: Secretary of 3tate

Nrs 89 - ' . 2 Febiusry 1044
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In contimuation of Despatch Fo,’16, Jamary 10, 1949 reporting
on political develomments in Korea/for the month of Decembar 1948,
I have the honor to submit herein a review of political events for
4hé month of Jamnary 194G,
b3 Surme. xy
The short history of the Republic of Eorea, tom into a difficult
and eomeabat unreceptive world on Aungust 15, 1948, bme been a record
of tests and crises posing the question of nltimate survival of the
Govermment. Despite a sharp setback in Getober 1948 with the eight
day revolt of Comminist-led Koreen scidiers and Civilians in South
.Coalls Province, there has been written z story of progreseive im-

‘pfovement and greater intrinsic strength month by month. The miccesses

ave, it is true, largely negative. The large revolt has been crushed,
The Cosmunist guerrillas are kept in reesonable check, The Government

eaintaine its most essantial functions and services to the people, It
ip through these ways that . some day, perheps not too dietant, the ques-
tion will be changed from, "Will the Govermment survivel™ to "Granted
that the Govermment will earvive, how mich more can it be positively

" : I e - -."\ ll||
Although disruption of trancadllity ic Soutn Zorea still re-
Sa " a : : ik s 3 T T S

mained serious, totsl distiriarcee, agecialiy cuteide of the South
3 o AN G e e rren . ueiced 2L tre Cecline. This
r"rﬁ‘l"ll‘a P‘mﬂnce AR P 1B it S e R A < 2 2 . S
o, -artielly zie W4 W& Zan frnitg oIle0D wo i, Sa-ad winter weather
wae T bk mall WA el i -
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