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In continoation of Despatchi hc. 122, December 17, 1948,
saxearising political developmente in Korea for Hovember, 1G48.

I have the honor to report hsrewith on political developmants in
Iores for the month of December, 1GU8, .

1 = Soweery

Baversiag a trond of mrevious months, the Bepablic of Xores
dnring Decamber geemad to begin to settle down to work, to gain
more confidence in its future, and t0 maintain internal psace and
order mory cospetsntly. A mmjor factor in these hopaful signs ¥
¥au the Bseolution passed Uy the United Eations Gensmml Assembly
in Perie recognizing the legnlity of the Govermmert in Seoul.
Anothar was the spparent assurance that although some American troope
xight leave Kores, enough of a force would stay to bolster Yoreen |
-Seourity forces temporarily dmring the coming critical period.
4 third was the laying of 2 foundation for improvement in the econ-
oic sitwation with the signing of the Korsan—United States Econeeic
Al Agreement. Finslly, the Govermment (Xxscutive) and Bational
Assenbly isproved relstions when soms Cabinet changes long sought
by the latter, were mada by the Presidemt. |

There was, of course, still considsrmable friction. Reports
of dissension between the President end Prime Minister wounld, if
true, wesken the Administration at ite top level. Comnists were

carrying out gnerrilla ‘operations in many sections of the country
with distorbing frequency. The security forcss required furthsr
training axd sagmentation of their strength, and thsre were fears
yet Temaining of what the Xorth Xoreens would do after the fimal

evacuation of Soviet troops from their territory st the end of the
woath, Furthsrmore, the ineffective rice collection ("grain purchasas®)
progrsm vbich wae putting totally inmadequate stocks of food into the
hands of Govermmant rationing officials, foreshadowed s cy of |

vidaspreed urben suffexing end discontent in the spring of 1
unlens strong end firm measures were taken jxmediately.
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11 - Disordsrs in South Korea
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i.t:lnamiﬁg ‘o:r poterorthy activity in Govermment circles during
Dopamber mekes it valuable to turn firet attention to s matter timt
1a aet spoctacalsrly miicealle iv any one wanth (October
19548 Tmocptdg.,..,hthhi.ch contizies steadily as & major factar in o

the pol8sical and econmomic 1ife of Soath Xoree. FHerein is di
therefore, the pattarn of Commcrict violence below the 38th parmllael,

: A parasal of Secul newspepere reveals thatl they report virtually
1o informmtion of the extent to which the Communists, vhether as
Constabulary redbels, Seuth Xorea labor Party raiders, or ¥o.th Koresn
agante, bave Xapt large srees of South EKores io constant turmoil,
Occasionally, pspers will pote & cmiﬁﬂ from ths Police or Con~
tetabulgry, Wt their imaccurncles to the picture toet relative
peace preveils. To give & more meaningful view of conditions, there
is quoted below a summmry cf every Commaniet ingpired incident f{mval~
ving mob action, comdat, or vivience reported Jor the month of Decambar
JO%E in the Fesdquartere, Unitsd States Ammy Forcee in Xores 6-2
Periodic Reports., Most of the ‘nformetion noted is besed on rte
from the Xorean police, the Xorean Constadulary, and the latteris

luericen advisors.

City of

Docamber S5thy Bombd throwr at home of Hational Assemdly member.
12th: DBomd thrown at bome of Eztional Asssmbly member.

186h: Rightist.leader shot.

Kyeaggt Province
December 30th: Comsunists Xill policezen in Inchon.
Fthy Commaniste kill police informant in Inchon,

South (et iiohg > rovince

Docember 2nd: Rightist leader killed.
Chajw Island
" December Ird to 6tht Constatulary raids throughout f{sland.
l4th: Joint Constatulsry-civilian raids on gmarrillas.
12? Constebunlary and zgnerrillss in skirmish,
lotht large gnerrilla group earrendsrs after battls,
185th: Constabulary and gnerrillss in skirmigh,

19th: Guerrillas attack town; battle Constabwlary
rescue unit.

27th: Rebels attack police.
o raids reported Mt guerrilles reported dailding up concentra-
tions in ths nips mountainoas countiee of the provirnce,
South Cholls Provincs (scene of the October Constalnlary matiny)

Docember 1lstt Constabulary fights rebeis in three commnities,
2ndgy  Guerrilla sopply reid on villazes,
2::1 Coastabulary skirmish with rebels. .
1 Ousxride supply raid on vrillage, :
Xth: Constabulary raid on gusrrilla hidsout.
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Sixtt) the report
hat civilianse or Chaju Ieland, wiwre suerriiise nave been fighting
eince Aprii 1998, nave largely ceased to si¢ tie raiders, whom they
once sypported in large mejority, and begorn ic nelip loyal security
forces is en extremely encouraging sign. It would indicate that even
groaps in the rurel Korean popolatior which distrust Government
eatbority, eventuslly even more come to dialike the destroctive and
crael practices of the gnerrillas who turn villages, terrorire com-
wanities, kidsap and conscript villagers, and steal food and supplies.
Seventh, Decemberis experience shows that it is posaible to have
palice and constabalary cooperating in action., It also shows both
forces improving in aggressivensss, self-confidence, techniquee, and
resalts. If these tendancies contimie and improve, it is possible
that within #ix months, the internal situation in Scuth EKores will
e completsly undsr control of loysl security forcea,

IV -~ The Goverimmant
b. Belatioms with tha Fxecutive
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fzbetantis) issembly We:rwss onternsd mattere involvixg its
relntions with one or amnotber member of the State Council (Cd.hipat).
Part of this was connected vith above-noted activity ox thes still
treudbled eitoatiom in the revolt ereas. The Assembly received a long
written and oral report from Premier LEF Bum Suk which summerired
operntions against dissident groaps in the four reglons of Cheju
Jeland, South Cholla Province, Kangeor Province, and Tasgn, Forth
Yyungsang Province (Despatcn $o. 14, Jamary 1G, 1949), "he relatively
rosy pictare which was painted tnerein (contairing for exwmple tihe
fisnre of three loyal fcrces dead ageinst 422 rebel deed on Chaju
laland since April 1648; 4id mot fully esatiefy the issemblymen who
procesdod to organize their owr previously mertiionsd investization
cogeittees and to urgs the Joveroment to pardon any rebels wvho velun-
tarily surrendered. CJertalnly, tie facte which the Prime Kinister
dieclosed in no vay reportec tus situation as fully or frankly as in
Part 11 of this Despatch.

Bespectfully yours,

- ® =0l FIh 8 (1949, 2. 2)
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From: USPOLAD Seoul, Koresa sgd Muccio
To: Secretary of 3tate

Nrs 89 - ' . 2 Febiusry 1044

Rec!d by STATE 2 Fabruary 1949
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