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ZURX Following text statement issued today by Director :
DCh Xorean Department Public Information:

"last Saturday two eignificant resolutions were
passed, cne by National Assembly asking American
firmy forces remalr. {n Korca, other by great mass
weetling vhich voted thanks for great daccomplish-
ments of imerican Army forces in FKorea during last
three ycars,

"It {8 first time for Korean people to manifest
their spireciation for unselfiah cooperation of
Americans, Recent movements of American trocps
hdve definitely caused an uneasy feeling in minds
of people, because their national security has not
been brought up to reliable level as yet,

"Hith ref:rence Tz question of mar.ial law, su far
we have not procluaimed real martial law in riot

area due to fact that there were still civil courts
existing. On sccount of language barrier, there has
been some misinterpretation. Correct translation
would be''state of emergency,' which 18 atill in
effect in rilot areas, such ae Cheju Island and
Sunchon, "’
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;i In contipnation of this Mission's despatch Mo, 90,
Novesber 16, 1948, reporting on political davelopments for
October, I have the honor to report herewith on political
davelopments in Keres for the momth of November 1918,

rI:. ‘

While the immediate reperoussions of the Korean Constabulsry
‘matiny in South Cholla Province during October were manifestad 5_11,i
“widespresd Hational Assembly sod public criticism of the conduct
‘g composition of President Syugmsn RHEE!'s Government, the
‘delayed reaction proved more immediately sigoificant for the
Untted Btatos. Tits toog the form of a widsspread campaign in
the press, in Govermment circles, in the Nationsl Assembly, and
‘aporg lesders in the community to convince the United Statesof
the necessity of contimming to station troops in Kores te guard
-the integrity of the infant Republic. Az the month ended, how-
sver, without definite commitment by any American official asto
the future disposition of U. S. troops, the Korean suthorities
turned their attention to the United Nations Genaral Assenbly
meeting in Paris, where they hoped some formula would be devised
widch would both insure internaticnal redognition of their Gov-
ermaent and induce the United States Army to remain in XKorea,

Blight progress was made toward Rightist political coalitiom
in the face of danger, especially among the youth groups. The
#oeurity forces were also active in cleaning their own housss of
possible subversive olements and in increasing their spiritusl
end physical preparation for trouble.- Novertheless, s united
frout of a1l nop-Communist elements was still only a distant hope,
while incompetence and feuding amgng factions in the State Commoil
sapped the Jovermment's strength,/of which there was relstively
Uttle to spare. The North Korean-inspired Commmnists, further—
more, gave little respite to layal fovces, contimed gusrrilla
activities on Cheju Island end in the mountains around Yosuand
Sonchan, sterted new operations in Kangwon Province (Just south
of the 38th parallel), instigated two significant defectious in
the Constabulary, and pressed forward with' undergromd party
CTRanEstisn and disruption plans,

Ve Communists in Eores,

Althoupgh troubles on tie scale of the Yc.-SI_J upr'*is:i_ng ware .
fortunatelv not repeated in Hovember, several incidents, in ad-
ditien to the long familisr patterm of speradic scattered vil-
lage police raids, Commnist mob retalistions, etcetera, marred
the peace of South Korez. (me Constabulary mtiny was almost
mipped in the bud on liovember third in the third largest oity of
Tasgu, About two hundred disloyal troops, however, did desert
10 the ‘countryside with arms, vehiclez, and supplies, only to be
czught, in large measure, before month's end. Oge Constabulery
céﬁpmy in Bouth Cholla Province killed its commander and fled on
Eoverber aecond, but a nurber of mutineers were reported captured
on the sixteenth, The scene around the Odtober revolt area was
yst by no means normal, Sizeable raids took place near the Chiri
sod Pasgun Mountains with repeated attacks on the town of Eurye,
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Scmth Cholis Province, By November‘s end, the Constabul ary re
‘parted the capture of several hndred rebels, and the retaking of
substential qantities of arms and supplies. Railds and :

on 'both sides were still reported from Cheju Island without mach
‘Prospect of improvement, Cuerrilla activities in the Odsl Moun-
tains of Kangwon Province were intensified., In that area just
South of ths 38th parallel, two to five hundred South Xorem gra~
dortes of 2 Comrunist *Politicsl Bchool® in Pyongyang were ap—-
parently being inffitrated to raise havoc i{n South Kores. Their
»ain effort seemingly consisted of an attempt tc penstrate to
the Yongwol Power Plant which gupplies about one~third of South
Korea's electricity, and destroy it. They were dispersed by
loygl guard units of Constabulary, who pressed on to take a B
ber of priscners, By month's end, this particular spot seemed
on the way to being cleaned out.

Reports and rumers tontimied rife about general uprisingzs in
3outh Xores and about an icvasion of thes *People's Army* from
North Korea. None of Lhese seemes to deserve any special credence;

Respectlully vours,
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