Iﬁatjr.onal Assembly to ccme to agreement with parties opposed
tf: May 10 elx_*:ct'.l.erw* (2) Asseinbly atiltuce toward unifica-
tion of country; (li atability of proaent govt; (%) electorsl
c_onplair:*.s; (5) Cheju Island 3ituat"on Jo definite
Ef{::s}on was reo cked exeept tentotivelr to dlvide chapter
;gi"u;fp:‘:;;:ﬂ g'm report into seyareuh chapters to reduce w
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In continuaiion of uesgaat:h Auzusy 1o, 1946, reporting
a politicel dsvelopments for July; T nave the honor to report herewith
on p-olitical developments in Korea for the month of August 19438,

The climax of three years of "freedom¥ and "liberation” came with
the estsolishment of two.rival govermments, each claiming jurisdiction
over tho whols country. While President Syngman Rhee completed the
i1axnahing of his United Nations and Hnited States sponsored government
Beoul, Pyongyang amounced the inauguration of a "Democratic Peoplets
1ic¥ wdth an "elsction™ in hoth North and South Korea on August
th. Both regimes would present themselves to the United Nations
ngral Assembly as the true goverrment of Korea, but the Wnited
W g¥n_commission in Rorea had finally elected to regognixs the
Rpe Rapublio prior To its departure. for UN Headquarters in New York.

Commmenist Activiiies - Now=ur andd Soutn “uread

The extent to which Communist grow.s in Scuth Korez have become
2 force apart {rom the ncrmel life of tre community and the appendage
of a foreign power will be a.ppa.rent. from a2 perusal of this report.
Thus. 1t will be noted ilhat a detail of Commnist activities can
only be made with reference i Soviet—cuntrolled evenis in Hor’th Korea,
to Soviet plans, and to Soviet-directed operations. .

. The focdl point of all act ivity during tugust was the preparation
in both Herth and South Korea for the Comrminist—alled elections on
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the 25th, The plan for this had probably been laid in Moscow about
¥ebrumry in anmwer to UNTCOK activity in the American zone of Korea.
The first step had been the r-reparatian of an épproved Soviet-type
conatitution. This was routed through e suspei North Korean Peoples
Coamittee and approved in April, but nct then rlaced into effect. At
ihs sape time, pa:a.]lel efforts were mzde to induce middle—of-the-road
groups in South Korea, led by Eiwm Kiu Sik, and disaffected rightist
elsments, led by Kimm Koo, to appear in Pyongyeng to wark out a plan
for a uwnified Eorean govermment, The fruition of this plan came in
tbe Nadth-South Unity Conference of April in Pyongyang where demands
for jolnt troop evacuation and for Korezn-menaged creation of their
oxn governmpent were made, Rone cf the Soutn Korean conferees seemed
8t the time to observe how sirangely similazr these steps were to prew
vious USSR propaganda appezls nor how obvious was Commnist control
of ‘the entire proceedings, A few months reflection, however, made
this apparent, and when a8 Soviet call came for a second *unity® con-
Iarame in Pyongyang, the chief South Koreao leaders refused, A rump-
neeting with renegade Southerners was relgd anyway, 2s required by
Busalan plans, at the beglmning of July, and this was the body that
iggoed the call for natiop—wide electicns ct the 25th of August. The
Russian—prepared respcnse was to order the new "Peoples Constitution®
into imeediate operaticn as we "Democrztiic Peoples Republic® of (all)
Eorea was proclaimed.

Under the direction of an Tlection Guidance Committee composed of
Southern Commmunists and Ie]lw—-.-ravele*s n‘ho attended the. secopd undty

ma‘,j;ﬁ“ ipstruetiong wure et Lo &1 & 4 nersa jaloar farty offices
and cellis still h&ill’.:l,..u,...; Lo nLuava Scuth Locexng join in ha valloting
for thelr own delegatas 1> the newPyongyang "Sujpreme leoples Council®.
Ballote in South Korea ware actugaliy for choosing 1,050 members of a
®South Korean Peoples Assembiy? to aect in Hae lu, I‘ac.r"s ¥orea o chonse,
in turn, the final 257 ielagates Lo the Pyoungvang council. Ballot
slips in Scuth Korea, 5 used in this wndergrounc election, were some-
Limes 2 list of names ure-selected by "jariicipating parties® (i.e.,

the Comrunists) for tle a2y Assemdly. ‘ore usually, hewever, they
werE & M Blame gllpe ol lmel ragrar i Saph Eroreans ware
Saduce s rointimidate - o oo Li' g ¢ owis e sirted Lhal Lhese
SREAE CATEE FaNALELERe ) ol e, feenn® NP s et GBREY . a8 UGS, BA LREDS
EEriory cha'. e TErSUE WLENES. MBS 5N ATSH T U e wienbian and

Yorth norean plans. (7iten, however, oey were nei 2ven Lhal.  In case
aleEr Tage, Lhe VAP S we” CAlen wENAE Il BAl] W 81 1US B rostara
eenlt mell peanfasess s oo dpmealabed weepy ms e w8 sebitlan
for unrty of Kered o o selii_on fur sem. ahier ccvermgental project
which they were bein :ixed v sign.,  BHeanive wiie aciivity, nespite "
nany handbills and Sacr wablisiuy, amd ds, ite thredals in aome localities

from armed bands, it 15 beiievesd lnat eumowhzt less than a million
persons it South KoreagSigned any paver, ruster, :r vazllot connected with
the eloction.

South Korsan police cracked down on ithese illegzl foreign-inspired
activities wherever and whanever tLhey car2 Lec light. D5y the month's
end, pational polj.ce chiaf CHOUGH Pyung Ck announced that 1,379 persons
*had been arrested in connection with the election. 226 were sent to
‘court for trial, klli received hearings in rolice couri, 616 were still
tiot-amed by the polihe and 123 kad Gzen reiecased., About 100 of those
arrested were officials of SKIG, which evidently still had some Com~
eadst cells, ' Others were Labor Party or Democratic Peoples Pront .
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workers caught making the rounds. The lzrgest haul czme with ths arrest
of ‘the chief of the Democratic Patriotic Youth Association (Commmunist
Sodth Forean youth group) who allegedly had papers containing 111,798 -
signatures. Aonother large seizure was made by ChollsPukto police who

reported finding 80,000 papers wiin 82,456 names taroughout the province.

Sngller num'bers were ‘ta..-cnn elsewhere throuoghout the country.

"— -i K e i ] —- H — - .-....."'_: -~ 3
Az nac tbeen pre-arranget, aAnd 2S5 Wit nava scow

rred regardless

of the results of Souilh ¥Xorean voting, ithe Pecples! Assembly convened

"at Haeju on August 2Llst with apparently 1,002 mcmbers
&nd 78 prevented, for various reasons, from arriving.

in attendsnce
The .convention-

'prnised itself, confirmed that it tad been legally elected, dendounced . .

its Bonth Kora.an ‘opponents, praised its North ¥orean

thn_ESth chose 380 of its number as delegates to the. *Suprems. Pﬂnpl'aﬂ
‘GowaciI®, The' list was, of course, presented to them Ior--{-heé usnal:

‘#yes¥- or %no® concurrence. The finzl Tigure a2mmounced by :the ‘meeting
on-Jouth Xorean varticipation in iis voting wes 77.48 per cenmt of &ll¥

.

‘eligidble voters.

*

for 212 positions, whe had the choice only of dropping their

pahlicly in either the "for®" or ®agajnst® ballot box.

candidates were apparently disposed of between ragistratian and;' 1
time since no deviation from the pattern wes anpounced to permit, 8 e EEIEE

third ballot box f4r a second cand:n.llat.e. Thne en'l:,lr-e campaign m?ﬂ. - ..-Ln

Mu:r:rtry-:uida offort %o arvuse the ia:riix 1 v, itical

mentora, and on -

-
s 22
.—.-_

*
-.‘_-.
¥

=13

.

The election in North Yorea was not noticeably different from: ‘I:J:wac
mpsually occurxing in the Scriet Union or its satellite countriea. .'-:- '
Bamically, a single slate of 227 candidates was presented to theé wghers

The: 1519"'

strnantivenesus

sud orient tnem farura.bh Lowarvis the :—E_._,-,n in ower, ALl was well
it tha . puoplﬁ ceatto to appreciate the veaelicert s. sciely in which
w HJ."# pri'd.laged to live and "participzte™. Ko cpoe was therefore -

whan the Pyongyang radic anrmiunced Lhai 9§

er cent of the

voters had app'rmnd the candidates zmicst ‘oud self-adulalion concern—

ing the wonders cf truly "democratiz" s.ectisns. The

Jirst meeting

of the ®Supreme Peoples Council® with 350 South Forean and 212 North

Korean members wis called for September 2:.

Othay naws of North Korea rated Li-i.r ALL@niwon

bering the month.
wi:ich did not

Toe Sovlietl Army announced a redactiz- @ - L-oan Lrmraens

seam LC oCCuUr. Peoples Army Lroops Sor T nLoaEd - hote Soaam 10 the 36th
parellel border for joint duty wilh oviou Lreois, wut seiely North
Korean patrolling was not vet in ardar., Farall-] incidants continued

at aboul the same ratle as Lrevicusiy. ‘o .5 ::-:::-.»:*

Korean police, and three times, on .S. ssldiers. i
South Koreen police a.so wviolated the nurailel on osce
of zuch activily come only in urotests o 'SAFIV oy
anthorities in Korth Korea.

Persistent reports of uprisings and riots in Sou
either August 15th or 25th proved completely false.

L8, Nertn Xoredn
constabulary were alleged 1o have wrossszd “ne o pdar &

fired oHn Souih
;ropable that
TASiul,, but reports

Soviat Army

th ¥orea on
Howevex, North

Koman agents were still infiltrating the South and Cheju Island. CQOne-

'

rgpcrl: said that Communist students from XKiM Il Sung University in
W» giwere being sent South ¥n large nmumbers to infiltrate South,

:Ei:a'n-m schools, -govermment, budiness, and Army as well as to revitalize

m ‘calls and promote riots anc¢ demonstrations.
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t}_hnt the FNorth and South Korean Labor Parties would soon be com—
d Mnto’ ons. new organization under a different name. Finally,-to—.
e _' ~gpeculation of when Ccm:mmist. ircuble mizht be expected in -
ﬁb:r.& ‘Kom, now that none_had Faterialized on aiiher Auzust 1S5th or
‘25& peverel informants stated it woull be after ine Faris session
ui’ ‘l:.ha EIH General Assenmbdly.
In t.his conuactinn, it is samemat. pertinent to note that since

'thﬁ g:raat Eorean-American crackdown cn Scuth Korean Communists in
iugu.st 1947, intelligence reporus and neiizicel infeormants have con—
stantly set target dates for Xorth Xerean invasion and/or local
C'éﬁsgnist uprisings. Dates on which American troope have been alerted
hm'ﬁnplum March 1, May -1, May 10, May 30, August 15, and August 25+ °
' 251y, these -days have paased q.n.etly without evidence that - :
Emﬁrxlezﬁ.tg of U.S. troops had much to do with this fact. From this
:I:t:“ “be assumed that South Korean Commmrist strength, while signi--.

S - 0’ scattered rural localities, is substantially below. the Aevp¥i,
‘attributed to it snd rather largely unequipped’and d:i;snrkanﬁ.seﬂ.
‘the-one place where this is not the case, Cheju Island, cnntinncun
*;mrrilla' attacks indicate what all Souih Ko-ean Commanists might
do' Lf they could,

Wiscellaneous:

On Avgust 27th, Lt. Jen. John ®. Hodge, commander of all Amar;l*; ¥

1 in Korea since start of the occupation in September 19115, -
ﬂpn:rtod his *adopted® country for a new Army asgsigmment in.the

“dpited States. Commendations for a fine job well-done were séirt’ by“*‘

Presidant Truman, Secretary of the Army Royall, and Army Chief of '_'"". :
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Staff, Gen. Bra-dle In ScouJ., Cen. Hodge attended j.‘a.rﬂmll dirmerg-
a4 ml‘—*w; s WA S R ML R Pueandae @
raatn e by e il wes .;"_~;u:-'_ . beiner oR Dt -.-.E.:H"t.IE..'..
gratitude 56 Lemall f Lhe Soresn seanle by President Rhee, As

the Jeneril .ocw .esve of sormza Wy oo emalne oo taon, Mald, -'::e. &
Coulter, ik Casstid A F5AFLR. Wl '8 Be i DD n038 ehiel .8,
Jepresanlalive, naw vir, LEsses (VST U Lha LaNIT 4. I...,-m.'st.,"ﬂum.w
of the Pregigers 7 Loo Uniled Stite:r, J

Apart frem numersus references tc Jaoanese Lpr
Auvugust 15th, the only oather impporian: evint wis
of President Rrhee's iress cenferenszes inel wua dcland of Tsusnj_ma,
situated midway bDetweer Pusan and the Jeganese neme island of Kyushu,
‘should be "returned® io Korea. Wnen =z Jananese newsgaper and Jap—
ansse Government <official said this wrc.ild oe "nz saze as giving
Yorth America beckx tc ihe Indians, Pubiic Znfurmasiion Calef XM

Dong Sung remarked in Seoul that this dezcnsirsisd inat the Japanese
had not suffered enougn yet cor become sufficiently contrite -from their
defest. He repeated a demand that Forea -eriicipaie in any Japanese
peace treaty conference.

Another interesting FPresidential cress confer
t.ha'b he appreciated feir critlicism from ths ke
structive® spirii. “hee also reversed ais <iand 2
from "petiy partisanshic® in this critical cerisd
#yall-defined® political varties nave z dallni' 2z fun wetion in govern-
mentel strustura,
Home Minigsier TN Cnl Young, who will assumw control of the

Department of the Pzlice, fought an acris verbzl batile which caught
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head] ines in every paper with retiring Zclice DJirector anmd forth—¢
coxing Ambasgsador C 4 Pyung Ck in the last cays of Avgust over-
who, at the given '_f:ombnt. had charge of the farce. CHOUGH stated -
7Y ﬁ{oz‘m transfer had not yet been made {which was true) and
sl 1. CHGUGH & traitor for denying the authority of his own new
(j. fo:mnl transfer on September 2nd aettﬁlﬂd the issue)

*“ﬂﬁ% %"ﬂrlrd anniversary of liberaa.lon, Soviet Foreign Minister
Haloblsy obbled greetings to KIX I1 Sung and the people of Nortk Korea,
piktulating them on their stupendous economic, political and
cultwral acidevemnents, which will, he felt confident, become even
greater once oomplete unification as a scvereign, :iamocrau_'-c state
13 -accomplished des.ite al.l obstacles of "international reaction-

'.M-

Aespecti Ll ay yours,

KX okRT8 =X 0[E(1948. 9. 18)
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Semi-monthly @conomic review.

Part I, South Korea.

2. PFoced and ngrlcu_ﬁtu e. Summer grsain cvilectlon progxgm
nearing successfu! conciulion -»f.-.lh svery province excepi—
south Chella and t.’w -u *‘*"Hlng already collected over 100—
parcent of their iespectlve quoetas. Civild utLrite 1In Ll

Bhedutand:damaging typhoons and floods in south Chollad:lf
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