prartu also bring news of suocensen. The most ponltive of
these hovs recently emanated from Chojoo Inlerd, where uporationn
appear now to hava almost ontorald the mO‘ﬁDihp\-up etage. Put pcod
news has not been mdaent from the southarn provinces. 0Doith newe:
papers and private Korean or American sources indicate that 1ncrod¥$ﬁ
sausbere of rabel symyothizows howve Juen SUIIers bing HsTLY %0
1oesl voline. | #
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3. OQOeserver surcealion neid yeu formelly introawesed ICOR,

3 Subhcommittee I heard Finance Minister Xiwm Do Yun.
Subcoumittee 11 heard Howe Minister Klm liyo Sui.
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The Secretary of State, /“"-b ‘\ \
Yaat {ngton |
ol

In contimiation of Despatck No. 142, Merch 17, 1649, reporting
on political cevelopments in Korea for tbe month of February, 1949
1. have the honor to satmit a review =7 polit:cal i2velopments in

M¥arch, 194G,
' B M - aw

The month of Karch was .r ‘hs while encoursgirg, so far as
the Hepublic of Xorea's internsl affsirs were concemed, but die—
appointing on tho question of unification of Borth anmd South. e
Tnited Xetions Commmission on Korea begen ite consultations with

Xoreans, but heerd nothing except the XKorean goveroment's not very
¥ell prévented point of view. UBCOX took little constructive actien

.other than to dispatch a comsunication to KI¥ I1 Sang etating the
Comnineion's desire to enter North Kores.

| On the international scene, the Hepublic of the Philippines
-recognized the Bepublic of Kores, and Koresan Ambassador John Myun
CBANG presented his credentisls in Washingtoz. Conferees in J
‘eYrived at a draft arrangement for treds betveen Jepen and Xores.
Sixty-three Eatiopsl Assembly members sigrned s petition to URDOX
asking withdrswal of foreign troops.

VIl. SOUTE EKDREAR IKTERWAL. TRANQUILLITY

——

e il

A. The Gepersi View, Two members of tne Mission staff re-
torned in eerly Kerck from a trip aroumi South Rorea (Degpetch
So. 153, March 17, 194G) with an overall imprecsicn that peaceful
conditions prevailed through most of South Korea's cities and towns,

and in most rural aress of ‘Kyunggi, FNorth and Soutn Ch'oongch'ung,
and Horth Chulls Provicces, " Irn Scut:: Chulla Province, on the other

hand, gnerrills forces bad most of the rurel arees under their con-
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‘tr1ol or in perpetusl ferment, tne oniy sale locziicns Daing popule-
tion centers and places on maln commnicetion routes. The same

wasg trae to.e limitea extent of certain rarel reglons in North

sang Province. Remote mountainous areas in South Eyungsang and Kangwon
Ryovinces also: sheltered small ‘rebel bands who made occasional fomya
into-farm villagesi- Chejoo lsland was virtually overrun early in the

. month by rebels-operating from the central mountein peak, Daring the
monsh, except for much improvement in Chejoo, greet activity in: South
Gtmlls. and a new: outcropping of trouble ir the mountainous area south
of Ino,jtm the situation remained about the gamne, :

Secal., . m@.rd.ed as a baven from Comminism for the persecuted
ocountry miro -was the ecede of two.assassinstions: of Mrs. Ethel
Underwood on March 17th, and PAK 11 ¥Wun, noted anti-Commnist cam— -
paigner and former police official, on He.rch 2ftn. An ettempt.wms /.
mefe on the life of SON Chin Tai, dean of the Hormal College, Secul
Eationel Univereity, on March 71:.11 Plans for tremendocs violence .
and bloodshed on Sem—I1 Dey (March First), the thirtieth a.nnivermry
of ths femous Korean Independence movement of 161§, were rumored as
usaal, baut firsled completely into an orderly observance of the holi—
dxy without untoward mident of any xdnd.

B. o0 Island, Until early Marcn, officials of the Eorean
nmug‘ seémed strengely :Andifferent to this ruming sore in the

gove
body politic. Police.confined. their activities to:the comparatively:
safe Chejoo Town; the Army -operzted strictly within its garrimns-'

and rebel wmpathizera mombering possibly 15,000, sparked by a’
trainsd core of 150 to 600 fighters, controlled most of the. isglapd,
A third of the population bad crowded into Chejoo Town, and 65000
vere homeless and without food..

The government was finally moved to take action, Sparred on
by reports from visiting islanders on Seoul and comment in the’

Asseably, together with information from American sources, Home
Kinister Sihn wernt to Chejoo himself in early March and

a great deal in initiating effective offeneive action againat. the
rebels. (Bafemma Mission Despatches 1115 March. 11& and 167,
March 22, 1949.) F¥our battalions of Amy troope have now drim
tha rabela back up the: mountein, leaving the police to protect. the
towns on the coast. JYoar Jlevy vessels are patrolling around the
igland. " Xconowmic aid {s MNowing in; 1,406 tons of Amsrican flour’
vere shipped to-Chejoo in tone last week of tane monid. In general
it sppears that Chajoo will soon be restored to tranguillity, al-
though the tremendous damege to crops, lend, asnd buildings will
burden the inelar economy for some time to come.

C. Soath Chnlla Frovince. An zli-out offepsive sgairst rebeles
in tbe Chirl Hountaln reglor tegen on Mercn 12ti, and Des contimied
aggr%sai“roly with four battelions of Army ‘,1"00'35 comaitted., Clow-
ing accounte of the reenlts nave apceared in tre press: the new
policy of amnesty to repentant rebels rr2e yvielded o _arge oumber of
sarTenders, and rebel casuelllee are reported as 24gt se wo dozen
in a aingle sngpgement .

1t iz too early to evaiuvate the succese 7! loe czapaign. Pras-
sare on the population around Chiri Mounteir nas eased up, but unrest
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cort imed elsevhere in the province. Toe abtle young commander of &
amit in South Chnlla Province was killed in an en@gment tventy miles
soath of the capital. One observer believes that the coming of Spring
will bring increased gnerrilla activity becanse fighting is easier in
warm weathsr, and the foliage affords better concealment. One-definite
resalt of the Chiri campaign bas been to crive some of the rebels out
of the aree, northward zlong the mountein renge into ereas which have
been quiet for a year or mors. ZXvidence points tc future trouble in
the vicinity of Tasjun, waich is nox a zodel city, as Korean cities
2o. The pature of rebel operations, enc the rug,ged terrzin in which
they operate, make a quick, comvlete defest higuly improdable.

Baporte’told of improved relestione ctetween soldiers end citizens
in the Chiri area. One unit even naunls food a2pd firewood for vil-
hgerl at times. Part of tne credit belongs t2 2 pew brigade command-
in this area, Generasl WUk, _ -

J. Mocclo
ial RBepresentative
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Jie . natives sud aad a selutary cfiect. ‘orcover, the new-udnister of 119—8
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was tiac .ister of .wocilal Aifatice, r. L ._..... Yar “an . G
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