oS 50

AL b=

First Anniversary of the Republic
of Korea

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. MILLARD E. TYDINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Thursday, August 18 (legislative day of
Thursday, June 2), 1949

Mr. TYDINGS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to have printed in
the Appendix of the RECORD a statement
prepared by President Syngman Rhee, of
the Republic of Korea, on the first anni-
versary of the proclamation of thg li!.e-
public, August 15, 1945,

There being no objection, the state-

ment was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

STATEMENT OF PRESIDENT SYNGMAN RHEE, OF
THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, ON THE FIRST ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE PROCLAMATION OF THE RE.-
PUBLIC, AUGUST 15, 1949

The first anniversary of the Inauguration
of the Republic of Korea marks the fourth
anniversary of our liberation., Both the se-
curity and the stability of our nation have
been greatly improved during the first criti-
cal year despite the difficulties that have
beset us.

A year ago many among our friends, as
well as our critics, were unconvinced that
after a generation of foreign rule we Koreans
would have the sklll and experience to gov-
ern ourselves. Few expected that we should
be able at once to start making headway
against economic and military problems as
serious a&s those existing anywhere in the
world. As our first year of restored inde-
pendence ends, the record speaks for itself.

NATIONAL SECURITY

When the Government of the Republic of
Korea was lnaugurated, Cheju Island, with
its 300,000 population, was largely in the
hands of brutal Communlist terrorists. The
election of May 10, 1948, could be held in
only one of the island’'s three districts. By
last spring, however, the Communist forces
had been eliminated and the election was
held peacefully.

Communists who had been allowed in the
name of neutrality to infiltrate into our
armed services before the government was in
our hands, have been largely weeded out.
The rebellion Instigated by these Commu-
nist elements in the army at Yosu and Bune-
chon last October was promptly put down.
The rebels who fled into the Chirl Mountains
were captured and their attempts to Inflame
the people against the government { :
Repeated Communist attacks across-the
thirty-eighth parallel have all been rer,Uisor

jte the aid which they have received
, russian and Chinese Communist forces,
spite our limited supply of arms and
yunition, our army has been steadlly and
tantially increased in slze and improved
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uality. In the test of difficult mountain
ing on Cheju Island, in the Chirl Moun-
;. on the Angjin Peninsula, and all along
thirty-eighth parallel, the high morale
fighting ability of our troops have re-

' edly been proved. The seamanship and
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age of our Coast Guard have thrown &
but determined shield around our long
tline. The police cooperating with the
| ofcers and general public have proved
r high sense of loyalty and responsibility.
>llowing the withdrawal of the last Amer-
. troops, my statement of last April that
Republic of Korea would be fully capable
naintaining internal security-—except In
case of a full-scale attack from outside—
been fully substantiated by the event,
: the homes and villages, in the cities and
ntry districts of southern Xorea, our
ple have remained loyal and steadfast,
site the propaganda, threais, and murder-
‘attacks of our Communist foe.
olstered by the same love of freedom and
ependence that kept us a liberty-seexing
ion under 40 years of Japanese rule
| which kept us determined for self-rule
ing 3 years of division and occupa-
1, the people of Korea have Dot [faltered
-ing the difficult first year of the Republic,
Ve have met the challenge of establishing
lew government of our 0w¥n under men
3 women unused to the technical adminis-
tive processes of large-scale democratic
srations. We have woven together the
g traditions of our 4,000-year-old history
i the new formulations of modern demo-
tic theory Into a solid fabric of successiul
;ernment. And we have done it while un-
+ o threat as great as that f{aced by any

sple anywhere in the world.
NATIONAL REHABILITATION

Gven before our new government was In-
gurated, the puppet Communist regime
Jawfully operating in the northern part of
r country shut off the flow of electriclity
ross the thirty-eighth parallel. This 10ss
80 percent of all our electric power Was
tended as & death-blow to destroy the Re-
iblic before its official life had even com-
enced. But today, & year later, we have
utralized that cowardly blow completely
- generating as much electriclty as we had
fore the power flow from the norih was

it off.

With patriotic devotion our miners dou-
ed and then guadrupled the amount of coal
ined in south Korea. Our textile mills
yve almost tripled their production. Our
{lway transportation system 1is working
vtter than ever before. Our stevedores and
bor union have cooperated to reduce the
serage time of unloading ships from 1
wonth to 1 week.

Staggered by the ruinous division of our
yuntry and by 3 years of deterioration of
ar industries, our people have lterally
fted themselves by their own booistraps.
etermined to have a better way of life for
nemselves and their children, our laborers
ave endured high prices &ond low wages.
'hey have worked to fill our shops with the
roducts of household industries, 1o re-
lenish our markets with the teeming pro-
uce of the seas, and to feed our city work-
ra with the harvests of the fields.
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' ite the presence of almost 4,000,000
em, plus tll;e natural increase of popu-
ation, we have achieved better jevels of
yealth, nutrition, education, and public
afety than a year &go seemed within the
calm of foreseeable possibility. Without
nost of the basic essentials of life there has
ot been enough to supply all our people

with all they need; but through sharing ana
sacrifice, the welfare of the great masses of
our citizens has heen hopefully advanced.

INTEZENATIONAL RELATIONS

The Republic of Eorea recelved overwhelm-
ing approval in the General Assembly of
the United Nations as the only lawful gov-
ernment in Eorea. In full cooperation with
the United Nations Commission in Korea, we
have sought by every means in our power to
extend to our oppressed fellow countrymen
north of the thirty-eighth parallel the full
right of self-representation and free par-
ticipation in their country’s government,
This eflort, however, has been nullified by
the ruthiess refusal of the Communist pup-
pet regime in the north to cooperate either
with the United Nations or to follow the will
of the 9,000,000 captive Eorean patriots held
under their police control,

During this first year of our national ex-
istence, full diplomatic relations have already
been established with the United States, the
United Kingdom, China, France, the Philip-
pines, Canada, New Zealand, Brazl, Chile,
the Dominican Republic, Cuba, the Nether-
lands, Greece, the Vatican, and Bolivia,
During the coming year we hope to enter
into the same {riendly and formal relations
with the other free nations of the world.

In accord with the other democratic na-
tions of the Pacific area, we lock forward to
even closer cooperation in meeting the com-
mon problems of security, stabllity, and
mutual prosperity. We welcome the initia-
tive taken by Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek
and President Elpldio Quirino in calling for
& Pacific pact—a step which 1 have long
advocated for both security and economic
reasons.

With the Unilted States, the chief of our
liberators from Japan, and the Nation that
carried to the United Nations a fight for
the restoration of EKorea’s unity and inde-
pendence, our relations have been particu-
larly cordial and beneficial. American mili-
tary cooperation in cur defense program snd
the economic support granted through the
ECA are the principal factors enabling us
to reestablish ourselves as & free nation and
{o make the fullest possible contribution of
our own in the global struggle to safeguard
democratic freedom against the aggressive
drive of totalitarian communism.

In the world-wide alliance of peoples de-

termined to be free, we belleve that in our

firat year of renewed independence we have
done our share. We intend in the future
a8 in the past to stand shoulder th shoulder
with the friends of Ireedom against every
totalitarian threat,

GROWTH OF REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY

The constitutional guaranties of freedom
and well-being for every citizen have been
the gulding stars of our policies,

We have carried out a land-reform meas-
ure that ranks in the forefront of economic
democracy as practiced anywhere in the
world. Under our new land laws, farm ten-
antry is in process of reduction almost to
the vanishing point. The foundation of our
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new Republic has been solidly established
upon a hase of free agriculture by which all
but 8 small fraction of our farmers are be-
coming owners of the land they farm.

With a veal for democracy of which any
nation could be proud, over 90 percent of
«il our adults—men and women—have taken
thelr part at the polls in choosing the ofi-
cers by whom they are governed. Freedom
to run for public ofice and the freedeom of
the secret ballot have been safeguarded for
all. Few other governments, anywhere in
the world, have been s0 solidly based upon
8 broad & representation of an unham-
pered electorate.

With no prior opportunity to establish a
disciplined system of responsible paliticsl
Palvics, viisd smce pumme oo L. e N .
witnessed a growing consolidation of pali-
tical views, without abridging the right of
dissent within the broad framework of rep-
resentative democracy. The necessary eliml-
nation of traitors seeking to betray our
country into forelgn control has been
achieved while avoiding thé opposite danger
of creating a one-party statz. .

During this past year two world-wide sur-
veys by & great American newspaper asso-
clation have placed Xorea in the very fore-
front of nations refraining from censorship
of news reporting. We have thrown open
our doors to press representatives from all
the free nations of the world and have given
them every possible access to the news and
complete freedom from any kind of super-
vision in the stories they have chosen to
write. Far from feeling we have anything
we wish to conceal, we have welcomed and
encouraged the fullest possible reporting of
the news.

On this first anniversary of the inaugura-
tion of the Republic, I say again what I have
repeatedly declared before, that we are striv-
ing to create a soclety that is free internally
end free from foreign Interference. We
want every Individual to have the uimost
liberty of word, thought, and act, with the
single restriction that none must be sllowed
to destroy the freedom of all in the false
claim of freedom for himself. In this goal
the administration, the national assembly,
snd the people of Eorea are whoieheartedly

united.

OUR FIGHT AGAINST COMMUNISM

Qur joy in celebrating the anniversary of
our national independence cannot be com-
plete until the northern half of our beloved
counfry 1s completely reunited with us. It
s the Communists who are keping north
KRorea, after 40 centuries of unity as an in-
herent and integral part of one of the most
homogeneous peoples in the world, from re-
joining with us as brother to brother, sister
to sister, and without bloodshed. We pledge
ourselves here today never willing nor wan-
tonly to shed a drop of Korean blood except
to repulse an invader from beyond our bor-
ders or to resist and keep under control mis-
led Koreans who, listening and succumbing
to the false voice of communism, seek to
overthrow our government by viclence.

The volce of communism is & voice of
empty promises. It promises you food, it
promises you land and wealth, and it prom-
i1ses you freedom. How can they give what
they have not? :

‘These promlises, If you accept them, are
your submission to slavery., It matters not
whether you live on an isolated farm or in
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a distant village or have your home ln a
town or in a city, you will be found and mads
a par{ of the Communist scheme of things

and you will cease to exist as an Individual
and a free man.

Slavery, actual and effective, is the price
of communism,

Your Buddhist shrine, your Confuctan
temple, your Christlan misston, all will go
the way of your other freedoms. In the place
of the God you worship, you will have to
abide by the remorseless dictates of a little
group of men far away. Thes¢ men search
and skulk for power. We know thelr weap-
ons. And I, as chief of state, can speak
from experience. Assassination is the num-
ber one tenet of their attempt to selze con-
trol of the entire world.

Torture, arson, suspicion, the degradation
of God and religion, the forcible degenera-~
tlon of the individual to & mechanical as-
sont of their actions through the horrible
fears they implant in him-—all these are only
a few of the weapons they use from their
arsenal of terroriam,

They atrive to produce anarchy and chaos
g0 that the ciltadel of oppression they rear
upon the ruin of mankind may endure for
the personal benefit of thelr llmited num-
ber. For they, the few, prosper in direct
ratlo to the labor and cbedience of the mi-
lions they have in thelr power.

Let me repeat: this is the anniversary of
our Independence. It isa new chapter in our
long record as a free people.

We can balance, from the past, more than
4,000 years of life as & nation against our
brief renaissance as a republlc dedlcated to
the preservation of democracy.

There were prophets of gloom about us, as
1 have mentioned already. They sald when
our Government came into being that It
would not live for 3 months. There were
others who said that we will never escape
from being a part of the United States co-
lonial scheme. Little do they know the
Korean people,

Korea in the Midst of the Struggle for Asia

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. HARLEY O. STAGGERS

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

‘Monday, October 10, 1949 .

Mr. STAGGERS. Mr, Speaker, under
Jeave to extend my remarks in the REC-
orp, I include the following speech by
Dr. John M. Chang, Ambassador to the
United States from Korea, at a lJuncheon
at the Press Club, Thursday, Septem-
ber 22, 1849: |

Being & diplomat in Washington in thes
postwar years is a good bit like being a poor
voung man dating the banker’s daughter.
No one will believe it 15 8 case of pure love,
Few will take serfously the young man’s
pride in his own people or confidence in
their destiny. It is.s0 easy to rest on the

What do you suppose It was that kept us
continuing the fight for Korean liberation for
almost half a century? It was our faith in
ourselves and also our faith in the ultimate
victory of justice and right that kept us
fighting—until we have come into our own.

The world today ls at the crossroads of a
momentous deciston. The great victory won
by American arms in the Pacific is in peril,
We, of Asia, ponder the cOurse of western

diplomacy. The fires of communism, which
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may have been allayed in Europe, rage un-
bindered in the Far East. Korea may seem
the “end of the line,” correspondingly unlm-
portant in what, to the Western World, has
been a cold war,

To us Koreans, we are in the front line and
battle formation, The fight we may be called
upon to fight is the fight of all decent men
everywhere. As we are heiping the cause
of global freedom at the risk of our lives, we
gre not ashamed to call upon the rest of the
world for aid. If the democracies are left to
face the whole welght of the Communist at-
tack, one by one, they will inevitably fall.
It is only standing together that the safely
of all can be assured, -

To quote Benjamin Franklin, who said in
1777: “Our cause is the cause of all mankind
and we are fighting for their liberty in de- |
fending our own.” We shall fight alone, if
necessary. But I assure you we are not fight-
ing alone. All the democratic nations in
Europe and Asia are our allies, who have come
to realize that the time has arrived when
they have to decide either to fight for thelr
exlstence or to succumb.
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simple conclusion that all the young man
ts interested in 15 the old banker’'s money.
International love may not lock very con-
vincing under the shadow of Fort Knox.

Wwe Koreans, however, are proud of our
own people, and we do bave confidence in
our destiny. We feel that we can stand in
the Americen forum and speak to you, and
through you to the American people, in a
spirit of bhonest comradeship,- as fellow
soldiers in & world-wide struggile for human
dignity and freedon. |

it i3 my purpose to speak to you in utter
frankness about the issues we face, and the
way in which we are meeting them.

This Is no time for & long historical re-
view. 1 need not detafl for you the humilia-
tion and degredation, and physical sufiering
we Koreans endured under 40 years of Japa-
nese rule—a period so biack that your Pres-
jdent and the other statesmen &t the Calro
Conference could find no better. term to
sum it up than the stark word “enslave-
ment.” Suffice it to say that we In Korea
have had our fll of foreign totalitarian
rule—and we are determined that whatever
the cost, we shall never endure it again.



