3. The relief of the Ninth Reﬁiﬁeht'on Che fu-Do

by the Second Regiment frow Taejon {1040 - 1490) began

17th December. The relief will be accompliched by battalions

and 18 cxpected to be completed 15th Jsnuary 1949.
_Subyersive:

Comment:

2. On Cheju Do, one attack on a town resulted in
30 homes burned, 10 Constabularymen, 10 rightists, 1 police-
man and 2 Communists killed. -
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.Period 25 December Lo 31 December 1988,

: 5. By the end of the period the entire E:;Th Segiment
of the ‘Constabulary had arrived at Tacjon (1040-1490) from
Cheju Pe. The Second Reglment 1s now garrisoning <heju Do.

Subveraive.

3. Delayed reports. not previously reported, list 10
pelice, 5 Congtabulary men, # Rightict, and 247 Comkunistis
killled as a result of two attacks on police, 1 aftaclc on &
village, .and Constabulary _actlon. Duripg the period 21st-28th
December, Constabulary reports 1ndicaue ﬂ63 Communists were
killed on Che ju-Do,
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FRON : CG USAFIK

T0 : DA {FOR INTELLIGENOR DIV, GEN STARP, U3A )
‘ : SIIED PR 305 17k ofF
INFO 't AMA, OHINA, (G-2), CINCFE 20auG. 75 '

NR : Z0RT 38

WREKA Nbr 5%, period 1 Jan to 8 Jen 49,
1 Loe Bum Suk is ‘v : - "
: . ;] ' . 18 Teported to have rélinquished control of
the Koreen Retionel Youth Corps to Shin Suk Woo, ® personal friend
of President Rhee, vho vas Sec d'Finance 1n the Korean Prov Goyt
in Chinéd from 19 to 06, Catght by Jepanese Police and ret to
Eorea in 26, Shin served » brief prison tora end vhen rslessed
became editor of the Choumum Il Bo. He returnod to Chine in 38
acting as en advisor to Chisng Kej Shek In intelligenonr matters,
Returning to Eorea in May -¥I at the request of Khee, Bhin to the
proesent hax not teken an ao ive part in aoverment-a‘i effaivs, &l-
though he was considered for -the post of* Primo Kinister ond ues
offered the position of minister with our portfolio, vnich he de-
¢lined, Shin i{s a brother-in-lav of Lee Bum 8uk, : .
Comment: It should be noted that the relinquishing of .
nominal ocontrol is not necessarily the release of real control,
2, There sro persistent rumors that Prime Mintater Lee
Bum Suk will be replacea, probably around the middle of Jen,
Furthermore, it has been reported that Shin Suk Woo hag Yeen -
offthed..theé-nosttion; but has declined the appointament., Members
of the Netionnl Asscubly have indiceted that the sppointaent
of sny 1 of the £01 3 would be sccepteble: Shin Ik Nf, Ktm Sung
So0, and Chi Tet Hyund (Lee.Chung Chun), = Another possible chofse
is (ho S0 Ane, who might grin confirmetion dn view of the.30-%0

members of the National Assembly said to be affialiated with

hik new gocialist perty. - ‘

T Comment: Lee and ghee have been having difficulties for
several %esks, chiefly over jee's reluctance to relinquish control
. 0f hie Eorean yationz) youth corps by werging it with an amalga-
‘mALed gp, the groat Korean Youth Corpa. Lee is ppted Lo have

over control Within the paat fe¥ days {sce above) tut it is thougt=:
that Rhee has not forgotten nor forgiven, Nor is it logical to
assymo that leader would Ve unavare of ths ‘fact. that 1 of hte’ fg

stefs is extromely powerful poXitically Bnd probebly ‘entWitains =

the smbitions common to wost Koreshn, So fay as lase's sucoessow iis
ocondemed eny of those mentiched ‘vould be acosptable to Rhad e,

in viev of their conferpnge it msy be that a dscision has téeh: ' |
reachad among thom as {o the man for the job. o ,

'3, As & result of the fill recognition of the Repubiielof
Eorsa by ths US on 1 Jan 39, President Rhae-issued a press.-relesse
expressing the gratitude of the people of Xorea. In this relegse .
he stated that this recognition is in fact a sequence to the offiocale
statement issued by the Govt of the US on 12 Aug, 48, and of the
resolution.of 12 -Dec, 38, adopted by the N Gon ABsembly. The -
Rorean poople, having done their part as required by the UN,. have
sarned the recognition, Presideant Rhes further stated that the
recognition thus tendersd to his people recognized not only‘'ths
formal states of the Korean Govt as an indspendent stats but also
the capadbility of the XKorean people to govern themselives. S

4,. 2 ships of the 3000 ton class with Soviét markings were
cbsarved approx 5 ailes off Samyang-Ri {950-1150) Chasju-Do by the
Korean Gosst Guard at 031300 Jeun, Coast Guard vessols gave chase,
but high seas prevented intercaption, - : i

‘Comant: Koresn Security Forces held the opinion thet the
ships sighted vers vessels with supplles from north Korea® intended
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for ralder forces on Choju-Do. This opinion has been volced
previously by the same sgurces, but is uvnconfirmed. .

5. - Constabulary Intelligence in & delayed yeport (28 Dec' ¥8)
indtcated receipt of info that Honmg Myun Hi, vice premior of the
North Korean Peoples Govt, fled to South Korea on 9 Dec 43, and is
now in hiding.’ Hong was slleged to have taken a large nbr of doo-
uments pertaining to the Peoples govt with his upon his departure.
Tt is further alleged that the Feoplers Govt has issued & varrant
for bils ayrest,

Comweltt; While 2o info 1s availsble to substantiate the

report of Hong's dsfection from North Kores, the nows repressnt
a possible crack in Pycngyang solidarity. It 4s logloal that he
would go into hiding to avoid retribution at the hands of Eorean
suthorities, but 1% 18 not inconceivable thai the people's party
docupents may eventuslly bs used as trading ptock for his personal
safety. The propagands valus of his defection, if proven, is

6. Kim Eyo Suk, membor of tho National Assembly from .
I‘yongsu;g;galdo, vas appointed Vice. Minister of Internal Affairs
by Pres t Rheo.on ¥ Jan, L . , :

7. Taee Noon Won, Independent Assewbly man, and other members
of ths Nstional Assembly have started a movement calling for the
coilasboraticn of Rhes Syngiman, Rin Koo and Kim Eyusik. Tids
movasent was started in the middle of Dec A3 and to date 60
mombers of the gatiopal Assendbly have signed a potition requesting
the collaboration of tho Big 3. It is expotted that this petition
vill bz submitted to the assenidbly when it comveres on 1l Jan 45,

Ahnobsi Hong, orgahired of the new Life Soclety, and H%nm
Jel Sei, Socialist party membder, have peveonally urged Xim Xoo and
Eim Kyu Sik to collsborate with Rbes Syngman, It is reportesd that
Kim Koo rejected thoir nequest, stating that, if he consented to
utconditional cooperation with Rhes, he would mean that he had
yieldad to Rhse and therefore would lose much of his prestige.

Comment: It 18 believed that if Kim Koo wure -offered an
appointmant that would afford the desired prastige ke would be :
agrhtable to throwing his inflyence to the full support of Presi-
dant Rhee. There is no indication nov as to whather Kim Eyu Bik

;o:‘:lg be intsrested in collsboration with either Prealdent Rhee oz .

oba M - .

8. - The Foreign Office of Koves anpnouncoed off 4 Jan that br
Chang Myon had besn appointed 'wbassadoy to the US. .

9. Presidont Rhee at his weekly press conference oh T Jan
seid thet Kores would sselt ta recover everyihing that Japan removed
from Xorea Guring the past 40 yrs, He stated that Dr Hemyy
DaYoudg, whe has beon given ministerial rank, has been dispatched
$0 Tokyo to present reparations ¢lelms., Rhee ‘ipdicated that Eorsa
nov enjoyed the ssme position as other nations 1n diplomatic re~
1etions with SCAP and that Eorea would ssk for & seat st the forth-
.comingi .{apanose' Peade . Conferonce, ,

1. S8tvength: Polioe-35,500, constatulary-59,028, Coasy
Gﬂm*%?. o, . B

2. 34 prigads W, Korean Constabulary; at Tasgu {1150~1430) :
reported that trainees of the Pyongyang pdlitical School have
been ipstructed to join the fomstabulaly and attempt to enter the
Korzan Mil Acedenmy. el ' :

. Coomsnt: Although -sitice the Yosu-Sunchon Mutiny 0ot 58
constabulary unite have eonducted sbuiptenaive screening campalgn
to slimipate diesidents, it is appavent thay Infiltration of securiiy
roreos bjf aimtmwd’. objeotive of the Uommuniets.

: ergive, . -
. El'.u ,Dugi.ng ‘this persiod polica'matgonﬁz.zbulgwu;§1§g°ir

ando Province met im 3_ongegemdnta” with Telder »28
!ém death of 100 guerrilles, I3 pollce, 3 gonptabulery -ead the
vounding of 2 constabulary. .- L oo
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h 3. In & attacke on villages.and 1 attack on e constabulery
unit, on Chejfudo raefders logt 20 killed while. 46 villegers
end 1 police mon vere killed ang 27 constabulary men wounded.

4. The provinoisl capstol building on Cheju Do. {950-1150"
vas reportedly burned by ssboteurs, All provineis) records

re loat. R ) . .

Pesy¥chological, . * . . : .

. The Xoresn 0ffice of Putlic Info conducted 8 man-on-
the-street opinion poll on current topies. Suoch matiers as
belief in UK recognition, legality of the present goyt, need
for lend refoern and economic superiority of rural ovér urban
life received slmost uneaimous. endorsement, Conversely, the
work of poltte, school teachers end dilafory students., the
Exieting tex system, contribution of more ‘land to alresay
rich fevmers, sanitary, faciiities, public trzng were c¢ondemned
with equel unaminity.  Tne #esnlés of the ebove poll wepe
publighed 5n a Seoul nevspaper for public edification.

Comment: The faet that findings were publighed {n Dong
A Ilbo, Seoul neVspeper, ~hows an-awakening consclousness on
the part of governmental offioiala to résponsibilities whioh
are inhsrent in'a democratic form of govt, That they ecoept-
ed and publicly acknowledged comuents whioh in some instances
were less then complimentary of their admintstretion ocen
bg llegcosn_ized as indications of, health in the infent Republic
L+ orea . . ' ’

2, Chousn Ilbo, influential Segul newvspaper, whioh at -
times has been highly oritiecal of goveramental peraonalities
end policies, {n editorial on 1 Jan swung strong support to
current ‘oebinet ohanges. L ' .

2. At the same time the psper sot forth a riority snd
pattern of sction in {ts recommendstions to revitaslize the
govt and to plsce Koveasn éconony on firmer ground, Among the
tenets advocated vere unifiscation of present vorring fections,

31:::;23 cgﬁﬁ’ Kor:an ,leede:éa, and 1t is geligvedtthet Oh_gnun Ilbo
nuae o ) of -

ened politicsl uniby end & Firmes ceomenall8 tovard strength
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- (- D °ARTMENT OF. THE'ARM\ .. . =7

\ -~ - 'STAFF MESSAGE CENTER el

-INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE - °

I

o

PRICRITY . . o C

From: - COMGENUSAFIK Seoul Korea |
ﬁept of Army for Intelligeﬁce Division Gen Staff US4

Tot
Info:  AMA China, G-2 FEC = . |
Nrs ‘ZGBI 78 | WEEKA 55 . 15 January 1949

354



