POLITICAL REPORT

Reténticn 6f -Iroops cateds A joint aociety of rightiat
groups heaﬂed by Praﬁident R}EE, reportadly is preparing posters which ad-
vocate delay in the anticipateéd wi.‘bhdrmml of D.S, troops from Korea, The
posters will be distyibuted in Seoul; prior to the 10 May ammiversary of the
Uril-tad Ratioﬁé ahpét‘?iﬁed elec'bions ﬂhich led to the sstablishment of the
South Koreati Republit; Sthtements on. the posters will urge that U.S. troops
remain in Sauth Kotea wntil the departure of Soviet forcea from North Korea
has been céhfirmed or until the future of the Republic has been safeguarded,
They will also demérd abrogation of the United Nations veto power and will
announos & muss seeting which will be held on 10 Miy, in commemoration of
the 1948 elegtiond, (B22)(a)

cs Compante Présideint RHEE and his followers, concerned over Com-
mitiiat v etoriéa in Chind and the instability of thei.r owh government,
probitily are planning & schems to seoure public support for the ree-
tesition of the stabilising influence of U.S. troops, and to forestall
a probable future collnpuébof the shaky RHEE government, (a)

_ on Ruporeds Rumors to the effect that sowme South

Korean Govei-fmﬁht ofriéiala arq ah invasion of North Korea, before
the departire of U.S.: trtops, are circulating among troops of the South Korean
Avimy, !l‘ha planned invésion is sdid to be predicated on the reasoning that
Chinese Oommmiht truoi}a will soon become available to assist the North Koreans
and that thers i8 & bettér chance of involving the U.S., in the struggle, if
U.S. troops are on the scenie. (B=3)(a)

gm: Although the information concerning an invasion of North Kores

18 unconfiried, 1t is poasible that soms South Korean officials feel that

their terms of offiea will be limited should U.S, tactical forces be

withdrawn, as runomls |
' JIsland: During the 10 May 1948 election,

c; v ; t "4 _-_ [ '11 B i) .
extenaive disturbances ﬂeourre& oh Ohsju Island including attacks on voters
and polling booths, Elesction results were declared void, and since that
date, two seats in the National Asseémbly have been held vacant for Che ju
Island representatives, An election to £ill the seats is scheduled for
10 May 191.'9-. A committee of the United Nations Commission on Korea (UNCOK)
was gcheduled to depart for Cheju Istand, on 8 May, to supervise the election,
CHANG Taik Sang, former minister of !'oreign Affairs in President RHEE's
Governient, reportedly will run for a seat in the Assembly as a representa-
tive from cheju Island, (a)

ntt Extensive military operations have been conducted against
guerrilla forces on Cheju Iala.nd for several months and the Korean Army
has veported marked success In quelling guerrilla activities, Apparently
the South Korean Government and UNCOK now feel that the situation on the

Island is conducive to a free atmosphere for an election.

d. Fraegident RHFE Completes Tonps Pres:ldent RHEE has returned from a
1,500 mile good will tour of the southern provinces of South Korea, During
his trip, the chief executive made 20 scheduled speeches to crowds totaling
nearly a million persons. (B-2)(a)

Commeng: Apparently Fresldent RHEE is attempting to inerease his populari-

ty with people of the southern provinces, These provinces have been the

scene of most of the dissatisfaction which has been demonstrated against
the RHEE Government, .
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Twenty four border clushes occur along the 38th
Paralle) in Koroay oasualties reported as 118 dead and
20 wounded, |

North Korean Alr Foree consists of an air regiment,
strength 900, Additlonal 360 trovps reveive training
at Khabapavek USSR, Plaphs 6all for additional draft

Two nuval oifficors of defected "Kong Wha' may be
dead; senioy enginecer suspevted, Death sentence
authorized For commanders guilty of violating 38th
Parallel, Combat Command dissolved; wunite retura to
hotte stations, Cheju Islund elections quiet; two native
sons elested to Nationa)l Assembly.

Militisy, Political, Economic, Soclal Sltuation,
Préds Review, Clvil Intsligence, Miscellaneous

Solectad ltems for the Information of Commandets
and Staffs of the Far East Command

_ No., 2444
MIL.ITARY SITUATION -

1. Current Developmentss

a:. Commander May Be Dead: Captaln KIM Sung Sam, Deputy Chief of Naval
Operations; Korean Navy, recently oxpressed the opinion that Commandor WHANG
Un Seuw and Lieutenant LEE Ki Chang were killed during the defectlion of the
Korean Navy's yard mine sweeper "Kang Wha,!" 10 May 49 (Intell. Summary 2439).
Capt KIK indicated that he 1s suspicious of the senlor enginser, who was
nboar% 1)'.!’19 "Kang Wha®" when it salled to the North Koroan port-city of Won-
sang (o
i Although Commander WHANG was responsible for the actions of
the "Kang Wha's" personnel, this report substentiates n previous one to
the effect that the defection was initiated by persons other than WHANG
(Intell. Summary 2439). It 1s possible that the Naval officers were
killed, as similar tactlos were used by former membors of the Korean Coast
Guard, 7 May 49, vhen two Koreans killed the captaln and executive officer
of the "Tong Chun," and forced the remainder of the orew to take the
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vessel to a North Korean port (Intell, Summary 2153).

b. mmmwm:. SHIN 'Sung Mo, Minister of National Defense,
iesued a directive, 7 May, which stipulates that the death sentencs will be
enforced on unlt commanders found gullty by a court-martial of leading or
cauging his troops to violate the 38th Paralle), (B-2) (b)

Comments In view of Minlster SHIN's outstanding reputation, it is be-

lieved that he will onforce the directive rigldly, Thls action should

contribute to stabilizing the situation along the border. The directive
apparently is designed to restrain trigger-heppy Scuth Korcan commanders,

The severe punishment authorized by the diresctive should preclude india-

crest actions by Sotith Korean commanders which might precipitate a war

between North and South Korea, Issuance of the order suggests that
government of ficials are apprehensive of the combat capabllities of the

Republic's armed forces in the event border olashes lead to war with

North Korea,

‘¢, Combat Command Digsolveds The Korean Army's combat command, organized
in March to neutralize rebel activities in the eastern half of South Cholla
Province (Intell. Summary 2379), rocently was dissolved, Units of the organi-
zation have returned to their home stations, The organization was commanded
by Brigedier General CHUNG Il Kwon, (B=2) (b)

Comments Apparently the Korean Army believes that the combat command has

completed its mission, Dissolution of the organization will permit its

elements to return to parent organizetions for intensified training, in-
terrupted by operations which spread from the mountainous reglions of the
castern scotor of South Cholls Province to the western sector of South

Kyongsang Province,

POLITICAL REPORT

2. Che ionst

a. HNaotive Song Elected: HONG Son Byung and KIM To Hywun, native sons of
Cheju Island, were elected to National Assembly seats from Cheju Island, 10 MNay,
in an election which was marked by ite quietness, Both future Agsemblymen are
nombers of President RHEE Syngman's conservative National Society for the Ac-
celeration of Korean Indepcndence, {(b)

Source Comment: Both Assenmbly seats have been vacant for a year, since

the 1948 elections in two of the island's three districts were invalidated

lzy)the U.S, Military Governor beoause of Communist-inspired disturbances.
b
Comments Apparontly CHANG Talk Sang, who was acheduled to compote in the

Slection (Intell, Summary 2434), was unable to garner sufficient votes
to win a seat in the Assembly, The election of native sons reemphasizes

Cheju natives' reluctance to accept Korean mainland leaders, Election of
the two candidates completes the authorized 200-man Assembly for the first
time in .the Renmubldel!s historv. . . o L ———————

. 23 MFT(1949. 5. 29)
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