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1, Constabulery Revolt: (Refer to Map No. }a)

{a) Instiated at Yosu: Forty enlisted men from a battalion of the 1lith
Constabulary nogiment of tne Korean Republic's Security Forces, scheduled for
transfer to Cheju Island, initiated a revolt at Yosu at 0200 hours 20 Oct. Yosu
police and loccl roilroad police abtenpted to quell the disturbance but were
unsu¢cessful when the Constabularymen were reinforced by apnroximately LSO
civilians, .

The revolt spread when the muiineers comiandeered five cars of a Sunchon—
bound train, and, arriving there at 0930 hours atiacked the station and angared
in a fire fight writh railroad and South Cholla provincial police, Nembers of
the South Korean Coast Guard reportedly joined the mutineers at Sunchon, and
fighting was still in progress on 21 Oct. Ain unrevealed numher of the mutinoua
Coast Guardsmen reportedly were moving from Sunchon to Mokpo at 1500 hours 20
Oct. V.S, cbgervers estimated mutineer strensth in Sunchon at 2,400 men on the
morning of 21 Oct, One South Horean Police Constabulary battalion was committed
against a force of 1,000 mutineers whlch advanced on Namwon on the nizhi of 20
Cct, while an unconfirmed report indicates that the police at Yonsanpc were
attacked by the mitineers, The mumber of casuvalties has not been revealed,

A South Xorean Coast Guard wvessel reportedly was prevented from entering
the Yosu harbor by fire from the mutineers, who were carrying red flags, Con-
stabulary units in other areas of South Korea report:that no disaffection is
?vidz)ant amony their units and that they are eazer to join in fighting the rebels,

a,b

Comment: It is significant that the cormander of the lhth Constabulary

nt was one of the Constabularymen arrestsd on 1 Oct in comection with
an alleged plo% to overthrow the Govermment of the Korean Republic (Intell.
‘Bummary 2240}, South Cholla Province has long been a Commnist stronchold
and Commnists are known to have infilirated Constabulary ranks, Reinforce-
ment of the mubineers by civilians indicates a Commnist interest in the
incldent, and the use of red flags further indicates the possibility that
the Communists selzed the cpportunity to spread the disturbance to other
localities, Discipline in some units of the Constabulary is weak, and it
ig possible that the revolt was initiated because of the scheduled transfar
to Cheju Island,
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KOREA

Military, Political, Economlc, Social Situation,
Proas Review, Civil Intelligence, Miscellansous

Salactad ltams for the information of Commanders
and Seaffs of the Fat Eost Command

No. 2241,
MILITARY SITUATION

1. General Situation: (Refer to Map No. 4)

(a) Capture of Yosu Expected: Reconnaissance troops of South Korea's
loyal Constabulary have advanced to within six miles of Yosu in an attempt to
capture the city from dissident forces who rebelled against the Korean Govern-
ment (Intell. Summary 2241). An assault landing was made on Yosu on 23 Oct
by 338 loyal Constabularymen who boarded an LST at Pusan, Approximately 70
members of the lith Constabulary Regiment, units of which precipitated the
revolt, jumped aboard a Korean Coast Guard LST after the raid of Yosu, The
men, reportedly loyal Constabularymen who were escaping the mutineers, were
taken to Pusan for interrogation. The capture of Yosu was expected on 25 Oct,
according to a loyal Constabulary report, Loyal forces captured Posong on
24 Oct after advancing on the city from the north. Constabulary headquarters
announced that five battalions of loyal forces were in position in Sunchon
on 24 Oct. General SONG Ho Seung, Constabulary commander of the troops in
the field, apparently plans to send most of the forces to the southwest to
clear the dissidents from the azres between Posong and Sunichon,

Reports indicate that an wndetermined number of rebels who escaped from
the Sunchon area are moving to the Chiri mountains, a notorious guerrilla
hidecut, Constabulary reports indicate that some of the rebels have throwm
avway their srms and are escaping from the loyal forces by wearing civilian
clothes. The rebels advanced teo attack a main police box at Koksung on 22 Oct
according to a police repirt. However, it has not been announced if the attack
was carried out. The mutineers are reported to be in Kwangyang, while a police
box in Nagan reportedly is under control of the rebels., The situation around
the two clties was obscure as of 24 Oct,

Interrogaticn of the 26 priseners captured while en route to Posong
(Intell, Summary 2242) indicates that they were told at the beginning of the
mutiny that some members of the police had revolted and the 14th Regiment
had been ordered to suppress the revolt,

(b) Communist Participation: Communist participation in the revolt is
indicated in numerous reports which state that the North Korean flag (Intell,
Summary 218l) has been prominently displayed in Yosu, and that rebels have
marched in the streets of the c¢ity carrying red flags and singing Communist
songs. Air observers reported that North Korean flags alsc have been seen on
several buildings in Sunchon and Kwangyang. One report indicastes that a "People's
Court" was established in Sunchoh and Yosu, and that policemen, who were
prisoners of the mutineers, were tried by the "court" and killed. (z,b,c)

Comment: Reports indicate that the Constabulary is closing in on Yosu,

which is the last key town in the hands of the rebels. Loyal Constabulary-

men probably will encounter many difficulties in apprehending the rebels

if they resort to wearing civilian clothes, since many of them may con-

tinue to fight as guerrillas after they reach the mountainous sreas. Com-
munist activity in the disturbances is indicated by reports concerning the
display of the flag of the Soviet puppet Government of North Korea. No
amouncement has been made as to what action President RHEE Syngman will
take against the mutineers or the Communist participants. The number

of casualties resulting from the revolt has not been determined.

(¢} U.S. Withdrawal Petition: The Communist-dominated South Korean
Labor Party (SKLP) is collecing signatures for a petition demanding the with-
drawal of U.5. forces from Korea. The petition will be submitted to the UN,
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according to many reports. Communist Party menbers are not to be identified
with the movement, but will employ old men, women, and children te¢ do the can-
vassing.
Source Comment: Captured orders and directives of the SKLP indicate that
the organization is using a much sounder technique in obtaining the sig-
natures than was manifest during the underground North Korean election which
was held in South Korea (Intell. Summary 2209). (a)

INDEX TO MAP NO, 4

No. 22L4
LOCATION SOUTH KOREAN REVOLT ACTIVITY
(E) Cheju Island Three Constabularymen killed

in incident, Situation on
island under control 23 oOct.

(:) Kwangju Rebels reportedly advance
toward Kwangju 2% Oct.

(3) Hwesun Cache of small arms captured

- by loyal Constabularymen 23
Oot.

4: HKoksong Mutinesrs advance to attack
main police box at Koksong
22 Qot.

(E} Namwon Third loyal Constabulery
Regimant agninst force of
1,000 rebels 20 Oct.

(@) Kurye Elements of loyal Constab-
ulary meet rebols. Situation
quiet.

(?) Chiri San Mutineers moving toward moun-

- tainous areas near Chiri San,
notorious guerrilla hideout,

(E) Pusan Assault landing ngainst Yosu
on 23 Oct originated at Pusan.

(:) Posong Posong in loyal honds. Loyal

forces suffered 250 casualties
in city; hope to trap rebels
- between Posong and Sunchon,

@ Fagan Mutineers reportedly captured
police box, Situation obscure
2l oct.

(:) Sunchon Sunchoen first objective of

rebels after outbreak. Loyal
forces control city.

(féﬁ Kwengyeng Rebels reportedly in Kwang-
yang. Situation obscurs 2l
Oct.

266



@ Yosu Yosu scene of revolt's out-
bresk. City still in rebel
£ honds although loyal forces
3 . .. hope to cepture it soon.
. North Korean fleg prominently
displayed, Assault landing
made by loyel forces, Uniden-
tified plane circles city.

@ Hadong Cne battalion of loyal Con-
) stabularymen moving from

LB ob Hadong to Kwangyang, 22 Oct.

- foliskRolAlg /el 21948, 11, 5)
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