et

sore of this eaulpment should dbe made cvsoilable vith proper controls
to cther Government Agenlces,

17, We wish to mpke the further recommendntion that sl ratlon
distribution be placed under the P.F.S. Thisc wovld permit the
adoption of uniform distribution regulations thaf wounld be equltable
to all. It wvould also permit o better handling of distribution at

the retall level,
E .
|

s/ P T 405
/t/ PETER J. CARROLL
Administrative assistant
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REPCRT (F IEE HO, PRCSZCUTOR QF THE SEOUL
COURT OF RLVIEW, AS TO THE CASE OF PAK
XY UNG J00N (CHEJU-DO)

The outline of ‘bha case in which PAX KYUNG FOON and three others were
accused of violation of Proclamation No. 2, CG, USARGAC, is as follows:

PAK KYUNG JOON wund three others ara the Directors of the Executive Commit-
teo of the Democratic Mationsl Front in Cheju-Do. About the end of July, 1947,
in connection with the collection of signatures to s petition which would be
sent to the S~USSP. Joint Commission in Seoul, they met with KIM Y(HG BARE,
Chief of ‘the Detective Section of the Chsju Police Statlon, and got authoriza-
tion to secure signatures of members of the Democratic Hational Front,

Although no aﬁthnrima‘hinn for collécting signatures of i:he "ganeral public
was given, they composed the paper so.as to showr that they had suthorizabion
from the police to get signatures from the gencrel public and that the police

agreed with the opinion which is pdvocated by the communists, namely, that the

title of the slato should be Korean Peoples Republic and that the administrative
.ongan shonld be the People's Committee. They then had executive members collect

signatures from the general public to their pétition. . _ :

For this, they were accused of disturbing the nublic poace. The Prosecutor's
Office of Cheju District Cowrt received the xeport of the cose from tho Detec~
‘tive Seation of the Cheju Police Station on 15 September 1947, and the Chlsef
Prosecutor handled the case. He filed an indictment, charging tiae erime of
disturbance of the public pence, but the trial was cancelled on 8 November 1347,

By firm objection of the Amorican Governcr and the Legal Officer of Cheoju-Do,
and the case was dsmissed on 12 Noveaber 1947,

- Bveryone is free in South Korsa to express his opinion to the IS-USSR
' Joint Commission and to seek the realization of his volitical ideal in the United
Government which will be established, flso, a politicael party is free Lo assist
in the preparation of a petition of the peoplejo have similar ideals with 1t.
Such acts cannot be regarded as violation of Proclamsgtion Wo, 2 in disturbence
of the public peace and obstructing Military Government, Thus, it is clear

that it is not nccessary to geb permission from the police for the collection

of such signaturés, So it would not be proper for the Chief Prosccutor to
prosecute them on such a charge, amd I think it is eppropriate for him to camcel

¢4l trial on the advice of the Americans.

But in this cese, nlthough the Chief of the Doteoetive Section gove
approval for obtaining signatures of only the membors of the Gheju Democratic
National Fronit, they represented to the executive mombers ol every eity and myun
that the Chief of the Detective Sectlon gave permission to secure signatures
nlso from the general public. Thus, they had the said executlve mexabers toll

the goneral public that they should sign tho potition, as pcrmission hud boon
given by the Chief of the Detoctive Sectinn. In doing so, they gnve the ipgnorent

people the false idea that the police agreed with the opinion advocated by the
communists, namely, that the state title should be Korean People’s Republic
and the sdministrative organ, the People's Committee.

This seoms to bo o erime falling under Article 105-2 of the Criwminal Law
Gode, which prohibits the spreading of false statements with the aim to disturd
the minds of the people., I think it would have been botter to follow the repgu-
lar procedure in this case and to havehcld a trial on the indictment even if

the accused should be ascquitted, And T think it is proper for the Prosecutor
to explain this point to the American Advisers. I olso think the American

Advisers should understand this and give thelr advice with reasens and not so
firmly aa was dono in this casec,

/s/ LiE HO
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