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ﬁ. AUTHORITY

1. This investigation was conducted during the period 12 November
194? _ 2B February 1948, at Seoul, Korea and Cheju~lo Ialand, Kores, by
Lt. Colonel Lawrence A, Melson, TC, under authority of General Orders
Ho, 34, Headguarters, United States Armwy Militery Govermament in Xorea,
datedllﬁ September 1946.

IT. MATTER INVESTIGATID

2, _ The matter investipated involved several separate but clopely
related cases involving Governor RYU, Hai Chin and his administration,
The first. case involved and "Invegtligation of Persous for Signing a Petl-
tion to US-USSR Joint Commission", deted 15 October 1947 (Exhibit A);
and the cocond case, dated 15 October 1947, involved the pereecution of
Communists in Cheju-do (Exhibit B). Thesse cases were instituted dy the
Department of Juatice. Other complsints egsinst the Governor were made
by the Ghief Civil Affalrsg Officer, Cheju-do (Xxhiblt B-1). This investi-
getion was then directed bty the Chief Advissr, Scuth Korean Interim Govern-~

ment . (Exhibit B-2).
II;. FACTS

4., - The Governcr wasg nbaant in Seoul during-the 19-31 quaﬂhsr 1947
routirie inspection by the wndersigned. On the fpllowing inapaction 'lq:r
the unﬁarsiﬂnad 7-9 Janvary 1948 the Governor was interviewed and made a
stat ent. This statement was. checked and many «discrepencles: were: fuunﬂ¢,
A suu .gnd signed statemsnt was taken from the- Govwrnor on 19 Ehbﬂ; )
1948 (Exhivit J), Statements were. also taken from. the Chief G;N%f*ﬁifhinsg
Of£ficdr, (Exhibit B-1), the Adjutant of the 59th Military ‘Goverament Com-:
pany . %Exhihit C)- and tha officer In charge of the GChe ju-do GIG,wdbnﬂatachn
ment (Exhibit D), - -

4, Governor RYU, Hai Chin snowered quaatienn covering a broad scope
af his administration on the following points:
a, The political situnfion.

B. The Governor's attitude towerd opposing politicel partises.
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Control of public gatherings and me~tings.

Zffect of hls administration on Leftista,

Tendencies of the neople towerd Right or Left.

The 15 August 1947 parade of Pollce and Constabulary,

Risge in terroristic ncts.

-Bffect of volice on politicol tendenciesn. o

Mainland police fill highest police pusitinns;
The variance in ration allowance.

Attitude toward farmers and clty dwellefn.
Ratlon cards are held in Myung Chengs. office.
Improper storege of grain purchased by P.F.S,
Failure to comply with N.T,A. Regulation #6.

Failure to repair Provincial warehouses,

Proviglons to store 30,000 suk of rice from Cholla Nawio.

Failure to mnload bamboo from LST
Houglng requirements - refugees.
Fallure to protect building supplies.

Fallure to malntaln Provincipl trucks provided by the
U.5. Government,

Packed conditien of Jeils,

Relautionship between American advisers and Korean officisls.

Mismanagemrnt of Provineinl hospital.

foregoing pointe are explsined below under headlngs lettercd

" The political sitiAtion s not sound or secure. The Gov-
ernor hns used harsh methods of dictatorship and extreme Rightest power.

"Reference: IExhibits J, Q. 2

b.

" B
1t C
it D

Governor RIU is ruthless and dlectorial in bhis dealings

with oppesing political parties.
Reference: Exhibit B

T c
i D
. K
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c. The Governor desires to regrin the authority +to control .
puhlic agsemblies of all kinds.
Reference: ¥xhibit I '

o, Q. 10

d. The Leftists have bzaen driven underground in their operations.
Referenca: Exhibit B-1 :
? 1" G
: 1] D
? " J, Q. 14223 . .

o, Lefticts heve increased in number nndﬂr the administration
of Governnr RYU,

| Reference: BExhibit C
]
f. The Governor revlewed the police during the 15 Avgust 1947
narpdﬁ, tut feiled to review the congtabulary.
Reference; BExhibit B-~1

" J' Qd 1:5
g+ Terroristic ects bave incressed durlng the term of.Governor
RYU,
Reference: Exhibit B-1
[1] c
1 D
1 JI Q‘_ 13

he Police pre responsible for Leftist aympathy.
Reference: JFxhidbit C

| i. Mainland police 11l the highest police positions on the
iglpnd. " -
References Exhibit C

% Jy Qv 23

J+ The ration sllowance in the wvarlous Myuns ig pot uniform.
Refarﬁnca: Exhibvit ¥

k. Ration cards are held in the Myun Change office instesd of
held by the rationee. This places direct control of food rationing in
the hands of politleians,

Referoncet Ixhibit J, Q, 29
' i X

|
|
|
|

m, Grain purchased Ly the Provincial Food Service 1ls stored
out of doore on the ground although Provincial Food warehouses are only
from 10% to 20% filled.

Referencet Exhibit K, page 12, para 8,

n. The Governor failed to comply with N.F.A. Regulations 76
by leaving 14,000 esuk of sumwer grain in the villages of the islmnd.
3eferenca= Exbibit J, Q. 31
* " K, page 2 P
0. ‘The Covernor failed to repair and maintain Government prop-
erty and thereby frlled to provide adequate storage and protection for
grain jand food stuffs.
Roference: Dxhibit K, page 12, pars. 9
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i P« No preparation war made for proper protection of 30,000 suk
of supplemental rice from Cholla Namdo from the 1947 crop (Exhibit K, page
12). iThe Governor had no knowledge of how much rice had been received
(Exhibit J, Q. 37),

q. The Governor requested as~igtance in obtaining building
materials from Military Government (Exhibit E). He then refusted to un—
load hambcu'upon arrival, (Exhibvit P)

r. Upon arrivel of bamboo the Governor stanted that is was in
excess of hle nseds (Exhibit F), The construction of all types of housing
is now under way as of 20 February 1948. Avproximately 100 houges are
being bullt in Cheju Clty.

8« The Governor falled to protect the bamboo alfter i4 was une—
loaded at Cheju Harbor.
Beference: Exhibit L

t. The Provincial Motor Pool failed to maintain end protect
U.S. trucks turned over for Provincinl use,
Referenco: Exhidbit L

U, There were 365 prisoners in the Cheju jail on 19 Tebruery
194?.' Thirty-five priscners were crowded in a cell aporoximately 10'x
12!, {Observed by the undersigned in the compeny of Governor RYU, Two
additional truck loads of prisonere were brought into the Jadl at the
time of ingpection. The Governor stated they were nearly all Commnists.)
v. The Governor and his staff 4o nol keap the Americsen advisers
informed on Governmental activities. During Governor RYV'e roegime the
business of Government hes becn condncted by the Koreans with an sttitude
of gharded secrecy.
iReference: Exhibit B-1
! ! M

w. Tke Provincial hospital was inspected by the undarsigned
accompanied by 1lst Lt., Allen H., Lee, Adviser to Bureau of Public Health
and Welfars, and Dr. Song, Koresn Director of Public Health and Welfare.
Two efficlent Cheju~do Korean doctors had been relieved on orders from
the Governor, Hils order directed thet one doctor be reduced in grade,
which resulted in hiu resignation. The other doctor resigned in sym-
pa.thy with his doctor partner. On the date of inspection there wers no
doctors sssigned to the hospltal. There were forty-two emploYees in the
nospitel and twelve patients. The families cf the patients were living
wvith the patients and giving what cere they had, The hospltsl was filthy,
Ward roomc had filth and litter all over the floors sand furniture. The
operating room was filthy and had a pan of bloody rsgs near the opergting
table. . Equipment was improperly maintzined snd indicsted no signs of
supervislion or dliraction., Dr, Sonz stated that threc doctors from ‘up
north" were caming tc Cheju to work im the hoepital,

,-

1. DISCUSSICN

‘6. “Governor RYU, Hai Chin lLias repeatedly demonstrated his inability
to properly administer e Province as a governor, He has made futile at-
tempts to control political thought by ruthless and dictatorisl methods.
He ‘hasg drlven ‘the Leftist factione underground, where their activities
have, grown more dsngerous. Leftist numbers and s*mpsthies have incressed.
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:7. Governor RYU reviewed the police but failed to review the con-
stabulary during the 15 August 1947 parede. He explained that he left
the reviewing stend to get a drink of werter. The Chlef Civil Affeirs
Officer complained that the Governor lhad left confercnces with Ameri-
cane without resson or explenation, before the conferences were com-
ple ted.

8. Meny terroristic acts have been cauwsed by the police under the
Governor RYU reglme., ALl top police pocitions are filled with pollce re-
cruited from the mainland. Governor RYU is not a native of Cheju, and
has filloed many positlons of apnointment with meinland people which has
not been placidly sccepted by natives of Cheju-do. /

9. His administrefion of the summer grain collectlon program and
the rationing of foods is typleal of the general mismanagement found in
all branches of Government. WHe falled to comply with National Food Hegu-
lgtion #6, which required purchased graine to be sfored in Provincial
warehouses, He permitted the grain %o remain in village werehouses and
reported a 1004 collection, when the collection was only 15 of the quots.
The Mishandling of the summer grain progrem let to en unequal rationing
system in the variouws gZuns. %The food rotlon system vwas further used as
a political weapon by holdlng all ration cards in the Myvung Chang's office
rather than permliting the rationeec to carry his own cord.

10, The Governor told the Chief Clvil Affairs Officer on his arrival,
gbout 1 March 1947, that he was a politician and not e business man. Hie
administration haes apparently been conducted In such a manner asg to prove
that remark., His Provinclal warehouvse for grain storage have not been
repaired and the grrin wes stored out of doors on the ground. He had
made bu preperation for storsge or protection of 30,000 suk nf supplemental
rice from Cholla Yando.

11. During a conference with the Governor in October 1947 bty the under-
signed, he requested building materials, Bamboo was shippsd from Pusan
stocks, The sdminigtrative detail of unloading the bamboo at Cheju-do har-
bor was unsolvable by the Governor whoe ordered the LST to return to Pugan
with 1ts cargo. He was directed to unload the bamboo by an order from
this bendquarters, through the Chief Civil Affairs Officer. After unlozd-
ing the cargo, he falled to protect 1t., . The undersizned found a group of
Koresns uuipg gome of the bamboo for a bonfirs in the port area.

12, His Provincial Motor Pool was an exhibitlion of neglect and venda-
1igm, The U,S. Goverament, through USOCS, alletsd 34 trucks Lo Cheju in
August 1947, Four months leter, fifteen of the trucks were completely

stripped.

13. ‘The Cheju jall presents the worst case of crowding found in any
penal institution in Korea. Thirty-five prisoners in a cell, ten by
twelve feet, A total of 365 prisoners in s relstively small) Jeil. The
Governor said thatthe inmptes were mostly Leftists., Thile is & good ex—
emple of hls program for converting Leftlsts to Rightists,

|

14. The Govermor and his staff heve been uncooperative In thelr re-
lationships with Americens, Thils fact has been repested by many of the
Anerican advisers and steff members from this keadouverters.

15, The administration of the Provinclal hospitel is typical of all
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activities wnder Provinciasl control. I% in unsaﬁisfactnry from any reason-
gble Koreon standard, The infliction of politics in every phase of govern-
ment, has pra&uced a type of government, which any intelligent person would
reject,

F

V. CONCLUSIONS

16, BSince ten dietinct end veried phasce of CGovernor RYU, Hai Chin's
regime were carefully investigataﬁ and found unsatigfactory, it may be

assumed fhat all phages of his government are unsatisfactory.

+ X7, Tha prEViouﬁ and pregent Chief Civil AfCalrs Officers sgree on
‘hig mismanpgement, uncaapﬁrntivcneqs. lack of business senae and incom—
pﬂLPHC“

I
18. The progecution of Leftists who wished tn orasent a petition to
the US-UqSR Joint Commission was illegal.

VI, RECOMMENDATIONS

13. That Governor RYU, Hal Chin be replaced,.

8?; That the Department of Netional Police conduct an inveetigation
into thse administration of wolice on Cheiu-Do Island.

2l. That an Americen Police Advisar te assgsigned to duty with the
59th Military Governmeunt Headquarters and Headguartere Company.

22, That the Deparitment of Justice lnvestigate the matter of over
crowded jaila,

’ 0 W)
14 Incle: LAWRENCE A. YEL
5 H o SO‘H
Exhibits "4 to Mo ' Lt. Col., o

. Speciel). Investigotor
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WILLIAM F. DEAN
Me lor General, U, 5, Army

| ~ Commanrding
L1 6T OF EXHIBITS

EKHIHI@ LY & 104 to CCAD, sudbj: Investigetlon of Percons for slgning
! a petition to US-USSR Joint Commigsion.
EXHIBIT "B IOM to Justice: Prosecution of Communicts on Cheju—-n:.

EXHIBIE “B-1" Stgtement by Lt. Col. Russel D, Berros, CCAQ
EANIBIT "B-2%  IOM directing investigation by OCA

rXEIBIT G Statement by Captsin Samuel J, Stevenreon, Adjutant
EXHIBIT "'DH Statement by Mr. Henry €. Merritt, CIC

EXHIBIT “BE"  I0M ~ Request for Shipnrent of Bamboo le Che ju-Do
FXHIRIT Hpd Radic - Refuszl of Gnvefnor to eccept Bzmboo
EXKIBIT UG Radlio — Directive to accept Bamboo

EXBIBIT HIM . Extract from Preas Relsase 31 January and 2 Febrvary 1948
re police aunthority

' EXHIBIT ﬁ&“h Sworn stetement of Governor RYU, Hail Chin
EXHIBIT K"  Letter - Cheju-Do's Governor Lyoo Hel Chin, re Summer
: Graio Collection
EXHIBIT LY Bxtract of Ins pectian Report d4td 9 January 1948 - Political
e sltustion 1
"EXRIBIT MMM Stntement of Hr. F. -E. €, Willipms, Adviser, K.A.A,
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