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SUBJECT: “~Report. of: trip fo the *x 57 CHEJU during the period

TO :  Those corio:é'rr'l‘éd*
14 .

CidisJU-DO ‘is the island provinge some 50 miles directly south
of the Southwest. tip of the Horean Yeninsula.

Zxp] gnation

This business tbip originally had as its purpose only the
hiring of an interviewer for tie VYpinion Sanpling Section of the
Bureau -aof: Fublic Ppinion., DLevelopments and various “leads"
uncoyversdwhile on-the island province of CHEJU ‘makes'a complete
trip ¥ report seem necessary., . T . . R A

‘fhere' the 'sourcé of any of th information presented below
is omitted,. it..should be understood that it was. obtained during
individual conversations with Korean citizens of the island,

1s)land fconomy

‘ Iﬁhe location of: CHEJU~-Do mekes it the ideal regeiving point

for goods..smuggled into sorea from'china'anddapan.a [Commodities
successfully landed. on. the islend are bdbought with money.sent down
from the mackiymwe mainland for that specific purposes The president
of the Industrial Barik of Cheju-de gave the figure.oT ¥ 13,896,499 as
the amount.of. money. séntdown from the Lorean Penminsula through his
banktg}one a1 ring the one month of Yetober 1946.] - h .

Police officisls ofthe island stated that a total of seven
million yen worth of such goods as: rubber-shoés, aluminum,
cooking utensils, and other such.daily necessities had been
confiscated for illegal entryy) |Fersonal observation and conversationsg
with a hotel manager proved that many business men were on CHEJU-DO
seeking to buy any such illegal goods for re-shipment to, and sale on,
the Wainland. ity o ROISTRRE e

this false:business boom has forced island prices up, If
outside money -continues to enter the island at its present X rate
it is feared that.prices of essential goods on the island will
rise to a levelr that would put them beyond the reach of the 360,000

people populating the province.:. o

it is adviscble to add that the goods confiscated by the
police are then:sold &t small cost to thee people of the island
holding the regular food ration cards, as is the nlicy throughout
Aorea. 8 nost of tie peoples are fariers and tarefore not ]
eligible for food rationing this-means that a small group of city
dwellers are the lucky recipients of these goods at extremely low
govermment prices. T

‘fhe present price of rice on this rocky island where little
rice is grown is & 400 per small mal (2,38 gallons), higher even
then in the overcrowded capital city of SBOUL, Governor PaIX
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of Cheju Province claimed that with 55,000 suk (One SUK equals
ten small #:l) or rlce, the proper food ration could be issued
to the people for the @oming fiscal year.

)P] .I.' ]olq "] :_i.! ,,!..

Common belief in SU 0UL is thau CHEJU-DY is predominently
extreme leftist in sentiment., +*his is true only so far as the
me jority pErTty on the island call themselves the Peoples Committee.
«ctually taev sten not fromth present Peoples Committee on the.
mainland. yut Tromitne” origlnal party thdt.grew oubt of the "Breparlng
Comaittes™ for” Rqrgbil ipn™ organized by: LYUH YWoon nyung and
¥ Che hang. 1n.vd1«telv After the horean: llberation én 15 hugust
X945 ~dHey aTe sHil1l: theé:mila leftist. socialistic ninded heople
of-that era of Ngrean-history. Police, imerican- personnel, am
the general publicd-‘all say that tﬁere has never been any trouhle
or rio@ on the island,

Peoples Cowmriittes revresentatives have glven their word to
the ilorean dolicet hat therewill be no Triots in the future.

The vpolice further stated that the reovles Comnittee have scorn
to tuke’ resnon31b111ty for any trouble that might arise in the.
province. -‘fhe Peobles Comuittee, so nurierically strong sand so
oareful in btheir wctions, has aroused a- fear among the rightist
'groun that tieir very. example will cause even more eOple to
Joln the island's leftist party. - -

© lleard from the Frovincial Chief Brosecutor, the rlghtlst
groups complain thet the police and Military Governient do
nothlnp to suppress the Peodples Committee.

Island Production

CHHJU-JO'S chief and Drobably only maJor faotory is an:
alecohol producing »lant in the mein city of CH:ZJU., .t one time
able to produce 1,000 drums of slcohol & month it recently hied =
monthly outnut of 240 drums,. lts' storage vats were at one time
during the wur destroyed by umerican bombingvlanes. ‘The island
itsell is:able to supdly all the raw mauerlals E needed for full
scale production, the major commodéity, sweet potatoes are grovm in
su;ﬁ1us on the lsJund.

At the time.of this .vriting the factory is not in
broduction. “"he reason , as stated by the factory's production

“ignager, is thuat tlie Crdimnce probibiting the production of
alcoholic beverages has caused them to shut down. This is
denied in SEOUL by an American with the New Korea Company who
claimed that a mechanical shortage has caused the production
stoppeage.

Past buyers of the alcohol produced here have been
predominantly those who used it for medical purposes, Only.

a small amount had been sold to those making liguor.

The Provincial Chief gﬁ Police

Accompanying me on this trip was SUL Kook Whan, a
correspondent of the Korean Pacific Press. At KIMPO Alirport
awaltlne the departure of our plane he pointed out to me e
Xorean Police captain, SIN U Kyun, as being x the man who as a
sergeant in the Specisl Police during the. Japanese occupation
Had been assigned to f ollow him around to check on his (Sul*s}
apti-Japanese activities,

This man was also going to EKKXXRYX Cheju-Do. He was going to taxe
over his duties as the new Provincial Chief of Polices. He vALl B
Tevlace KM, D¢ Bond, well liked.among the 1sland's population.
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' 2in 81 % it steange that'ilie, a
pollceman unaer _deapanese should now. hoeld’ so imp,rtant a
position. . H{& only expmanation was that he knew no other '

worksave1;hat of being a policeman. ‘

£¥ﬁdﬁn§;gi _hﬁuiﬁland_s smericnn Personnel

) A day after we landed on bhe;u~Do a member of the DAT Han
Repid Hewm llzatlon of Independence .Toung Men's Agsociation, a
rightest group, whose president is RHEL Syngmen, mmf met me and mede
an anpolntment to- speak with us later that. day. The three young
men who later camé before us asked that CIC personnel. and Military
folice be' sent tolithe, island to -check.on ‘the activities of the
American personnel there. 3% Present there are no such g® groups
in bheau—Do.
: The major unit there is the 59th Military Govermment Company
commanded by ajor. Thurman SPout. -The only tactical troops on
Cheju-Yo are in a-small group of about twenty men that is replaced
every two . .weeks z by new personnel. It is actually ohly sort of a
rest camp for them,- although they do come fully equlpped and do
"pull’ guard Qubtyes _

.~ +hough the representatives of the Young Men's assoc;ation

could cite no sp 1fic instances of monetary profit made by
-merican Tor 1llegal activities, Whéy did make mention of

elk*ged EEE T KR CRRYXEE grandiose varties and procuring of women for
botn fHajor Htout and Captain fartrldge the islend's. Saftey Officer.

Une case cited@ by the three young men is that of WOON Mzn
Yong, released from jail by order of HMajor Stout in contradiction
of the orders of the borean Folice.and of a Usptain Jones, Safety
Officer at thet time. This Captain Jones has since been replaced,
1t was said, 1t is believed that he is now on iP duty in SZOUL,
It is alleged that by, WOON hed at one time beaten a cafe girl
for refusing to keep companywith a Captain MHartin (2}, former
property Custodian of Cheju-Do,

He had been arrested during the period of the &holera
epidemic on a charge of pssgesing a surplus of Japanese medicines
used in the t reatment of cholera thathe had bought from the
government. He was ordered to give them up for sale and proper
distribution but refused saying that he psssed no such medicines

Search through his house immediately after his arrest nroved
him to ve lying, the young men said., However his release on rajor
Stout's orders came so rapidly thathe was met on his way home by
the very policemen who had searched his home and were bringing in
the medicines as evidence, Because of his release, the medicines
were handed back to him by the men, completely confused and
disgusted bv such a miscarrlage of justice, who had so recently.
discovered theum.

o Another case, this tlne related to us by Police Lieutenant
CHOX - Chung Sik, vwas also of Ameérican's alleged interference in
-anothex: arrest. A man, Mr. HaN Chung Ok, who had bought a
. nuantlty of illegallv smuggled goods-had cofnbracted tos ell ‘then
to ‘another person.. The latter realizing the ‘existing laws, broke
his pert of the bergein. when Mr, HaN {old Captain Partridee of
the case this other man was a rrested, forced to pay HAN the celled
for pavment of ¥. 15 000 and then released. The police then
arrested Mr, Ha N fbr ilngal activiyities. IHe was Subseguently the
Lieutenant said,. released on the orders of Cavtain Partridge.

. Lieutenand CHOL further stated theat as per ¥Major Stout's
orders prisoners are used for labor on the 'island regardless of
whether they . had elready been c onvicted or not. In other words,
men awaltlng trlal are11sed for forced labor undexr Amerioan _Rguard,
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‘Ma jor "Stoutsown words on this were that he had ordered that

only men already convicted be used for such labor but he d&id add
that due to the lnsuase di £ficulty, g misundsratanding might exist
It is alleged that liajor Stout had threatened to dismiss the Folice
Chief if the drisomners were not handed over for these labor
details., The police officer further added that while unger
4merican guard one of the prisoners was shot inthe leg for idle~
ness. {urried 1nvest1gatlon led us to believet nat the <merican
had shot between the man's legs and that a loose rock had struck
him, seriously enough to sut him in the hospial. “his man's

was thst of stealing a quantity of plate glass Tpom

a6 local primary scihiotl,

The Police Lieutenant further stated thdt vwhileunder
Amerlcan guard two of the prisoners had escaved.

The island’'s police force feel that -merican interference in
their activities is insuffereble and actually handicapping them in
the fullfilment of their duties,

smerican a ctions as listed above are considered ripe forx
exploitation by the leftist groups, for them to show through
propaganda that t he smerican way of government is not one to be
desired for %Lorea.

Moon Do Bai

Uneof the recenily elected legislature members foon Do Bal
was in jeil when we reached Cheju-Do., “the charge; accused of
stealing surplus 'JapanGSe £ suppliesafier the Japanese surrender
over & year ago.

Revorts of ‘his alleged crime had reached the rrovincial
Police on 8 Vetober 1946, Investigation had stabbed only after
he was elected to the legislature.

: . Un ilajor otout s--orders he was released at 1800 on 5 Uedember
l9h6 ta leave immediately for Seoul to be present ‘dt. the opening o?
the 1eéislature onl?2 Uecember 1946+ It is said_that he will leave ?
Beoul with the other legislature members on 9 b cember 1946,

ln a. discussion with thevhief Prosecutor he made note of the .

w@itten 1aw to us thnt a,lgg;slatuxg menber could gaig rglease

L1 : islabure was at the . time sctuslly
in seeclon 'sdr. Moon's release was thought wrong by both the
Dollce and the Chief Prosecutor.

@ jor Stowt stated that he was acting on orders from Jeoul
la headcuarters.that knew nothing of local conditions) ordering
him to send the two newly electedlegislature members x to the vapits

‘The rumor that smerica is building permanent army bases on
Cheju~Do in soresn circles was maused, it is believed, by &
compllatlon of unconnected incidents on the island. .Generals iodge,
Lerch, and “elmick visiting theisland, t he erection of sore
quonset huts to house the 59tk KG Co, personnel, andthe lorean
vonstabulary occupying a former dapanese APy base near the city of
Hosulpo on thesSouthwest tip of the island, have ell keen combined to
glveforth the ridiculous rumor that the United states is building

e vermaneng base there,
The provosed trip of Lorean Newspaper Uorrespondents to the
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island will soon prove to the vublic thet no such base is in
construction,
MISCELLANY

tA recently established MG Welfare Kitchen is meeting with
approval among the laborers of the island. - It is still .too new
for any general comment, but as per all projects instigated by
the Department of Public Health and Welfare of Milltary Government
anywhere in Korea, it is sure to meet with grateful acceptance.

Distribution of the Chukantnigeéi-énd'the»Farmera' Weekly
has greatly improved recently. Depertmnat of Public Information
posters zre now posted qulite regularily on bullitin voards through-

out the islaend.
- Apthur N. Feraru

Ass't. Chisf, Opinion
Sampling, Sectlion
PHIFE £ ) <F3lo|87 PHES2e MiBE(1947d 38)

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
COMMANDER — IN ~ GHIEF
FAR EAST

SUMMATION N2 I8

UNITED STATES ARMY
MILITARY GOVERNMENT
ACTIVITIES
IN
KOREA

FOR THE MONTH OF
MARCH 1947

PART Il POLITICAL

Section 1. Government and Politlcs
Strike of Cheju-do Government Xmployees

—

13. Government employeés in Cheju~do went on strike 11 to 18
March. They were supported by Leftists throughout South Korea.

M F3 AR ZALEE LHE(1947. 3. 12)

UNITED STATES ARMY MILITARY GOVERNMERT IN KOREA
Office of the Provineisl Military Governor
CHEJU FROVINGE
Chsju, Korea
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