L3142/ HMTE ZTRH(1947. 3, 15)

15 Maroh 1947
SUBJECT: Counter Intelligence Corps Semi-Monthly Report
Period Covered: 1 March 1847 to 15 March 1947
2. Subversive Activity:

In Seoul, the combined rightist meeting at. Seoul Stadium
adjourned at approximately 1330 hours, snd the crowd fell easy
prey to right-wing young men's groups who urged the forming
of a parade. The crowd moved.from the Stadium, passed the
Capitol Building, snd toward the South Gate. At this time
the large leftist meeting, attended by an estimated 80-

100 thousand persons..wss.over. and those wbo had attvended

the meeting were slowly descending from South Mountaln toward
South Gate. CIC personnel covering the parade suooessfullg
re-routed & section of the rightist parade away from the South
Gate areg but another section, the van guard of severel young
men's associations marched toward the Gate shouting such
phrases as, "Kill the Communists", Stones flew, -and to separate
the two faotions which were advancing towerd each other, police
fired, During the ensuing forty-five minutes, police attempted
to round up the so-called ofrfenders, but in sctuality, the
police merely epplied strong arm tactics to the leftists. At
the day's end there were four dead, two seriously injured, and -
seventy-five slightly injured. {

. Pusan District CIC office reported that two. authorized
meetings in.that area.dispersed peacefully, but a third - .
meeting, left-wing unauthorized,yas disrupted when .two members
of -the right-wing XKwang Bok Young Men's Association jumped
onto the speakers' pletform and attempted to destroy the
Microphone., Police arrested the two men and placed them on
a police truck., As the truck left the meeting place, one
of the 8000 persons attending the meeting threw stones at
the truck and seriously injured a police detective. The offend-
er was arrested end placed on the vehicle which once again
began to leave the area. Ten rounds from a small caliber
weapon were fired in the vioinity of the tnuck, and the polioce,
without orders from the police chief; fired about 200 rounds
tinto the air', Evidence showed that.the police must have fired
into the orowd, a&s there were 6 men desd and nine wounded
when the crowd dispersed, ST

The third incident of consequence occurred on Cheju
Islend when a large orowd marched en a pollce station. Police
fired into the crowd killing a reported 6 persons. One policeman
was injured. ’ .
(2). General Strikes Break Out on Che ju Isiand., Informa-
tion received rrom National Police on 13 Maroh 1947 stated
that the following report had been Teoeived from Cheju Island
{Seishu To): "Sixty-four policemen have resigned since the
1 March incident. Demonstration made by ell the middle school 3
students in the city {Cheju}. Business stops as employees strikey
Telephoned reports from Pusan District CIC on 14 March
1947 stated that ell Military Govermment employees with
the exception of the volice and oourt offiolals had gone
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on strike on the island. Police ‘Teinforcements from Cholla
Namdo and Cholle Pukto have been dispatohed. ;

The general strike on Cheju was prompted by the 1 March
1947 incident. The public made several protests to the .
police and Militmry Government officials over police brutal-
1ty, end finelly steged the over-all strike as an outwagd
protest. :

As background information, the Seoul Han Sung Ilbo,
moderate right-wing newspaper, stated on 13 Maroh 1947 in
an article regarding the Cheju situation that ninety per-
cent of the population of Cheju is left-wing. ; :
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31 March 1947
SUBJECT: Counter Intelligence Corps Semi-Monthly Report
No, 2 - - '

Period Covered: 16 March 1947 to 31 Maroch 1949
2, Subversive Activity:

(1), General Strike, 22 March 1947, aend Its Politicel
Background. Following 1 March 1947, rightist terrorism
flourished both in Seoul and in the provinces; in several- ceses
right-wing groups attacked leftist headquarters .and homes. .
This was.particularly noticible in Seoul, Inoh'on, end Yong- -~
dongpo, all in Kyonggi Province. The killing by police of
leftists during. the 1 March celebrations in Pusen and
Cheju Island caused a sudden outburst of leftist propegenda ..
similar to that which accompanied the Ootober 1946 riots. This
anti-police propagenda, strengthed by the usual worker demands,
was seemingly the basis tor the 22 March strikes. It should
be considered, however, that many reports and rumors had
indicated that the leftiste in South Korea would cause aj
‘General Strike! if the results of the koscow Conference!
were considered_unsuccessful. Other similer reports and rumors
indicated that the leborers in Korea would show the visiting
representatives of the International Labor Unions (Scheduled
to visit Japan and “orea) that there is an immediste need for -
labor legislation and general lsbor improvements in South
Xorea. This purpose, seemingly thought lettist labor, could
be acoomplished by a 'General Strike'. (a) .

CHEJU ISLAND GENERAL STRIKE: Although tle events leadin g
up to the Cheju Do 'General Strike' could be placed chron-
ologicelly in a report covering the strikes of South Xorea,
this warrants separate coverage since that strike may. ‘
have been a test of the possibilities of a strike throughout
South 4orea. On the other hand, the Cheju Island.strike
could have been a feint to distract the police,-Military Gov-
ernment, and other suthorities. Regardless of the motives,
the Cheju strike is a small scale example of what ocoourred
throughout south Korea. S . ) -

As a result of the police tiring into crowds of un-
authorized demonstrators on 1 Mar 47, lettists agitated against
police end authority in general. Messages were sent to the
police pardoning them if they would join the Communist
Party, and leftist propegande was distributed protusely
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