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*his ia O~2 Highlight 185, 13 May 8.
Re elscticn on Chefu Do. accordine to report wrousht back

by Staff Off yesterday X0 out of a total of 221 distas fatlad to
have any votes cast either beosuse election officials had dis-
avbeared or voters had disatpesred. Judeine fr the few ballot
boxes which have already bean ovened. about 9OF of the reziatrants

2n the opereting districta voted.
= New sudl. As Tor the reat of South Korea, since slectliom

Aay ve have recd a few reports of isolated attemmts to kill

police or burn police buxes.
T balieve the Comemmists have definitely crawled into their

l:gleu but I make no mediction as to hov lone they will stay
ore.
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Sub] ie summary of political situatiop.

The 10 May elections can only be judged 2s an overvhelning
victory in South Koren over Cumunism. Over 80% of a1l eligible
voters in the zope actually voted, in the face of an all cut M4
boycott #od erfort. top elections;pn the pert of the Cammunists,
jointed bw 41 f0l dlagruntled Xim XKoo and Kimm
Kiu Sic, Violence, killings, including assassinations of somo
5 election officlals and candidates, attacks on volice {o geot
veapons, assassinations of Rightist leaders, sabotage and masa
threata against voters, Aid not stop Scuth Xoreans from voting,
Cheju Island was the only place where voting was below the gen
average. This island with population of about 300,000 has a8
long history of rebellion ageinst the mainland, of family feuds
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apd local aactimlim%i'ﬁa Conmunists were able £0 import into
CheJu enough agitators'¥nd utilired these factars plus the few

resl apd many iwmaginsry sthere to got togeather bands of
raiders to terrorize the Inhabitants to the polint w electicn

officials were afreid to function in many precincts:” Where the
polling places did function, however, the percentage of voting

was camparsable to other aress on the mainland. One of the 3 election
districts w&s normal in voting.

The elected remesentatives show &n encouraging spread in
political] attitudes, although it can safely be said none of them
gre villing to sell out to Ruasis If they can keep any voliitinn
through American support. It appears that the two largest blocks
are adhersnts 6 Syngean Rhee and of the Han Kuk Democratic Party
(vhich sre definitely not the same groups) with a probable adge
in strength to the Democratic FParty. About 60 of those elected
capnct  bpe identifien as adhering to elther of the 72 larger
groupings, and appear to hold the balance of pover. QOne very
healthy feature 1t theée on that expenditure of campcizn
funds by veriouns candidates apnd groups seemed to have Iitile
effect on their being elected, indicating that vhen "ZKin“ votes
socretly, he picks the man he vants. Although voren voted in &t
least &s high if not higher percentEge of total then did metd,
no vamen candldates vere eiected. Moet woamen atlll belisve woan's
place 18 in the houe.

Despita the fact thet RHhee did nat geln & cleer infitlisn}
mz jority, Xoresn pe¥cholomy is such that he will withcut & doubt
be selected £: the first noming]l hesd of the nev govt. Hig 1g
the only Eoreen who 1s known to a2ll Xorsans, 1s & legeniary figure
in Koreza, and hls constant stand egeinst Communism meakes oo Othsr
line of acticn posaible in the Koresn mind. The fight fn the
asseubly will be on the typs of govt (US type versus & Farlimenzi~y
type), on the Yigh officisls other than the president &nd on the
powers Jeft in the hanis of the president. ’

" "After their early effor & sabotage and to &svold observing

electiones in South Kores, graduzlly to'a very criticel
observation of the elec¢tion, it appssrs now the UNTOIE will
approve the election with the probsable vote 2f Mughir,

Syrian delegatel(t” It is possible he mey Blso make & mincrity
raport. Even Jackson, Austrzlie, and Patterson, Canade, 2ppear
tc have riropped their eariy pre-indoctrination and have expressed
themselves as highly satlsfied with what they saw. Muczir, with
3 mombers of the Secretariat, Schmid: (principal secreiary,; Milner
énd Engers, continued efforts to find fault &nd have beésn the
foecal point of bombardment dy floods of Communist and dissilent
complaints. Moat of the ccmplaints toncern "free s&tmosphara”

and center around the claims that they were not free Lo 2scpose
the elections rathor than anything having to do wvith frzedoma

of cendidates or voting. Informants inside the commissilc- ipsist
that Schmidev ie a C-minform agent. A Reuters corresponcent ow
here, went %0 achoo. with Milner and brands him & Red. IZnsgors
haa conslistenly been identiified with their activities. & ralleble

informant vithin the commission reporte that the unfaverabhlis Mughlir

stotement ol the election was written by Schmidt and Milner and
s01d to Mughir (a young university student in US) while he was
saarting from imsginsry rebuff received while interferring vith
processos of lav and order on election day. The statement vas
not. seen before publication by any other member of the cammission
and was patently made public for the axpress purpose of giving
Moscov ammunition to disoredit the sliection. It wvaa promptly
dlscredited by the reat of the deolegaites by & press release to

of fect that it ropresanted the vicws of the ] member aonly.

470

e e 11



It appears for the first time, that there is same avareness
onp the part of ths commission that they have further responsibllity
under the UN resolution. They have indicated that the moat of
them will return to Seoul after preparing their report, but iy is
aifficult to prediot their aoction after that. All of them sre
anxious t0 foresse what the US expects to do here, and all of
them indfcate an anxiety that the US forces will withdrav under
conditions that will allov the Communists to take control of South
Korea. This concern on their part is enhanced by recent stateside
reports that the vithdraval is under way, and by a reallzstlon
growing out of their otasrvations here that South Koream do not
favor Camnunism. In other wvords, continulng reports of errly
vithdrawal, although set up in the UN resolution, will no doubt
work against OUr arogress here in stabllizatlon with UN backing
and blessing.

The Soviet pover turn off has been expected as avother vearan
to try to put the “Amsrican imperialists” in a bad light. To
date, it has reacted againat them in South Korea, but continued
propaganca, both all out sgainst the US and laying the blame for
cut off on the U3 may have spome effeoct on good vill tovard the
US, especially as the pover cut off begins vislibly to affeot
induatrial produotion. Our beat defense on this is to Keep .Ower
productioa in South Korea to the highest possible level. In this
ve are severely handicapped by shortage of fuel and slo¥ arrival
of rehadilitation materials that have long besn requested.

Sporadic Communist violemce continues, and no doubt will keep
going as soon: as the locel Copr.nista can reorganize and be

relnforced. /Boundary incidents indicate that North Koreans

are being whipped to a frenzy to meke them show hostility in hope
of making South Koreans feel they &re not being protected TR
Guerrille resistance continues on Chsju, but constebulary action
gppears to be getting results. The final outcome 1s yet to be
seen. Communists heve no "face” on mainland South Kores, and
some few patriotic Koreans vhe have "fronted" for them are
renouncing them. However, their "tocrpedces™ are atill well pald
and coniirme some activity. Indieations are that taelr next big
effort vill come vhen the Representative 4Lssembly mesets, vhich
1s nov planned to be Monday, 31 May. Reports are that they will
congentrate on assaasination of elected representatives.

3 Communlst newspapers, used almogt exciuslvely as hand bills
and wall posters, are being vsed entirely to print the Aramlin
1ine in the form of statements of this or that local Cammunist
frant orgenization, many of which have recently appeared in the
effort to avold old and recognized names., It may become nscegsary
to got heavy-handed on these so-cslled “new organs’ .

There 1is a lotuof, polltical jockeylng going on under the
gurface nov, in of non=Communist pover, preparatory
to the coming session of the assembly. We are definitely in Tor
s rough time in handlinz the power hungry Korean olected represen-
tatives and in keeping an orderly turnover of controls.

Recawnendations ; A ("
That withdrawal talk be played down for the time belng.

That everythning possible be done to sssist US in buliding
up electric pover potential to overcome poasiblo oropagande effects.
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