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o Recent Developments:

a.fvArny. Strength Tn In_____creases:. The Korean Republic increased the over-all
strength of 1ts armed forces during the period 18-24 Jun, through a substantial
gein in the Army. The Army now numbers_76 »340, and the Navy 5,419. These
figures represent an increase of 1,101 in the Army, and a decrease of 12 in the
Navy, since 18 Jun (Intell. Summary 2482). The strength of the National Police
remained at 50,484, and that of the Army Reserve Corps at 28,585, (a)
b. Rebels Clinnge Tactics: Seven attacks by rebels on police stations,
end three minor Korean Army operations against rebels were reported during the
period 18-24 Jun., An important change in rebel tactics occurred in South Kyong-
sang Province. In two of the incidents an estimated 100-110 rebels reportedly
ed 303 houses,
T Thz National Police is considering eliminating isolated police boxes in
some mountainous regions. The National Police said the plan is being considered
pecause of the successful rebel tactics of attacking isolated police boxes and
subsequently ambusing truck loads of police reinforcements. The rebels have
exploited fu](.lgr their latest tactics, causing many unnecessary casualties among
ice. (a
g0 pgiurce Comment: The rebels' tactics of burning houses appears to be an
attempt to instill fear of rebel action in the minds of farmers, thus
forcibly stimulating the farmers' desire to side with the rebe]:s. The
attacks on the() gmlice boxes appear to be well organized and skillfully
arried out. (a ]
go;ment: Intimidation of the people is a typical Communis!‘. methm_i of-ga:m-
ing "supporters," Rebels met with considerable success using their fire
technique on Cheju Island, where more than one-third of the homes were
razed (Intell. Summary 2402). Whether the Government can suppress the
rebels will be determined to a large degree by the methodg the armed fo;:c:s
employ to regain the confidence of the farmers and to punish the Communis
i orters." ‘ Wl 5
cfupﬁartial Law: Consistent and enlarged rumors, clrcx.:altmg in Seou% z:mce
18 Jun, state that President RHEE Syngman wi}l declare martl?.%llaw ngrvzrzbzeere-
of limited emergency ostensibly as a precaution against posssM; lsluna S
action following the withdrawal of U,S. troops from Korca. % regort; ay
ster of National Defense, and leaders of the Korean Arm, and iiz.vy tpa o
desire a declaration of full martial law in o?dgr to fu.ly imp. e‘:inthe gDegi-
of leftists and moderates who advocate a coalition goverﬁniz{xtt;v; Of Hossl ITtiTr e
oratic People's Republic! of North Korea, KIM Hyo Suk, 2 lsrti S
and the National Police reportedly oppose a declaratlorgsl m%as agreed’to ek
the police would lose their present power. SHFN Tepor :;ivz ovdor: a1veithe
action providing P:esident RHEE will, by special exec;he Chief Ekcutive re-
Vational Police eqal powers with the Army and Ij}zlvyl'aw o e o s
Portedly is considering whether to declare marti T Cootciral WAt 2er B
0] i Reports state that the g
Police equal power with the Army. S ith the departure of the last
declaration of martial law was set to coincide vtution s
elements of U,S, troops, However, the 1?918"1%{‘ gt (B-3) (a,b)
Scause of disagreement in the Presa..dent s Cal ;geni REEE is not considered
Source Comment: The above action by Prels7 bly will create serious hostility
Probable, If such action occurs, it probably

i h of the Government. (a e
g::;zgt?heﬁiceg?gfvirsz;gcin South Korea, excggths:i::omzl;lﬁi .the
m—}; Advisory Group, were withdrawn by 12 2

) T Seoul 84270, 25 Jun 49
(b) @-2 I0M Report from Korea 1 Jul 49
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