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1. Current Developments:

3t (a) Korean Army: With o i 144
+he UN GenEFEI'KEEEaﬁly s ggic%iitzizoggaglon of the Korean Republic by
A on e Tstlerns R TR S e i5 Jagazz 2303),_the South Korean
e i ogficialéy designated the Korean Army. (a) as a Civil Security Force,
ource Comment: Future re i
il EEEE;EE§—f3;EEs et ggiisbgiéisizﬁiigg thiihch;nge. South Korea's
o o Coast Guard, the Korean Military Academy anda:h © 1grean Army, Korean
(v) Reserve Program: Definite progress’is beine Eod ci. )
program for the Korean Army, The rese initi e the resernts
S erve initially will be composed of nine
regimental headquarters and 15 battalions with a strength of 1 0
gail f°g ?n evintual 50,000, Training will consist ofgtwo weez;?oaétiséans
u:i¥i22d fgﬁrth:u;§OZ£ax?e%1¥ drill, Weapons of parent organizations will be
Korean Army units are meking plans to w
: U,S. Regimental Combat Team as agpgrt of theiﬁniiiiﬁiﬁzmiﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁc’“<°§ phefash }
AT (c) Promotions Announced: The following special officer c;nd?dates
o were appointed to the rank of colonel in the Korean Army on 6 Jan: OH Kwan,
o ’ Sun, KIM Suk Won, AHN Byung Bum, LEE Jun Shik, PAIK Hong Suk and.KWON Jung
o o OH Kwang Sun was graduated from the Song Hung Military échool in Chiné
and claims to have been a major general in the Kwantung Army, Elected chair-
man of the Committee of National Defense of the Korean Independence Party
e (KIP) in May 47, he left the KIP on 13 Dec 48 and joined the recently organi-
N zed Socialist Party (Intell. Summary 2299).
5 KIM Suk Won reportedly was a colonel in the Japanese Army and committed
- acts of cruelty while on the Chinese front, He is a member of the Korean
5 Veterans Association (KVA) and the KIP,
i AHN Byung Bum is a former colonel in the Japanese Infantry. He has been
associated with KIM Suk Won in the KVA,

LEE Jun Shik was graduated from the Chinese Military School and served
R as a field-grade officer in the Chinese Nationalist Army, He was second in
W command of the National Youth Corps under Prime Minister LEE Bum Suk.

oo PAIK Hong Suk formerly was a lieutenant colonel in the Japanese Army.
KWON Jun reportedly was a major general in the Chinese Nationalist Army.

i ’ (a)b) ;
a Source Comment: The integration of these officers seems to be an
attempt to bring into the Korean Army men with previous military ex-
perience who have influence with various political parties and other
organizations, The appointment of KIM Suk Won as colonel is expected
to be viewed with disfavor in some Korean circles because of allgged
atrocities committed by him while a member of the Japanese Army in
oo China. (a) :
S (d) Casualties: Korean Army Headquarters announcgd on § Jan that
; South Korean Military forces suffered 1,057 casua}ties in action ggainst
rebels during the period 1 Oct to 25 Dec 48, During the same Perlod! there
were 577 cases of desertion or absence without leave. A recapitulation of

et oot Officers Enlisted Men Total
18 206
i Killed . 20
# Wounded 14 349 36;
. Missing _6 482 48
Totol 40 1,017 1,057
o Dei§§§§§t°§e23ie"t 9 568 577 (a,c)

Cokr —Ta) USAFIK 28793, 16 Jan 49
(b) USAFIK G-2 PR 1033, 10 Jan 49
(c) USAFIK G-2 PR 1032, 8 Jan 49
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