1948. 09. 10. |5

_From: 031200/1 Sept L8
To : 101200/I Sept L8

* Headquarters, USAFIK
Sgoul, Korea
10 Septenber 1948

No. 156 55['1;57— !

BAPS: KORE.L, 1/250,000
Bast ASI4, 1/1,000,000

A« JRHED FORCES
1. strenzth (Secret)
Police: No Change
Constabulary: 52,492 (including 1,188 unsworn recruits and
1,089 absent, missiag, or unreported).

Coast Guard: 3,028 (including 131 cadeis).

Operetional Activity (Confidential)

Border Incidents

On 31 August a South Korean policeman was fired on by North
Korean Constabularymen and Sovict soldiers. (Policc Report)

Retween 312315 August and 010240 September an imerican platoon
was fired upon by an cstimated 20-30 pcrsons. One of the w:tackers was
apparently wounded. (B-2)

At 031115 September a Worth Korcan Coast Guard boat captured a
South Korcan fishing boat at (81lL.7-1695.L4). (C-3) o

At 090420 September LO North Korcan Constabularymen attacked the
South Korcan police station at SOKSAN (935.7-1695.3).

Between. 091217 and 091235 Scotember 9 Soviet fighter planes were
observed south of the parallel near KAESONG (957-1692). (B-2)

On 09 Scptember an .merican patrol was fired on by North Korcan
Constabularymen located at (938.5-1696.5). The patrol recturncd the fire
and the NKG withdrew. (B-2)
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B, CURRENT INTELLIGENCE

1. National Assembly

a. National Traitor Law Passed ' :

The National Traitor Law was baésed bj the National
issembly at the completion of its third reading, on O7 September.
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b. Prime Minister's Report on Transfer Negotiations

In compliance with a written request from the National
sssembly demonstrating its ovn impaticnce and reflecting public senti-
ment and pressure (sce W/S 15k, page 16 and W/S 155, page 15), Prime
Minister LEE Bum Suk appearcd before the legislative chamber to report
on the progress of the negotiations being conducted by US and Korcan
representatives rogarding the transfer of administration into the hands
of the new government.

The Prime Minister stated that he sharcd the National
Asscmbly's anxiety for the completion of the transfer but that full
details pertaining to materials and personncl were still undetermined,
He assurcd the Assembly that he would rcturn te the chamber with
conplcte information on the negntiations when all details beceme avail-
able,

Cl JLISOHN May Scrve Korean Government in 1949

Speaker SHIN Ik Hi informed the .ssembly that .hilip
J.ISOHN had expresscd his gratitude for the intercest the Assembly had
shovm in sccuring his scrviccs in the new gnvermment (W/S 155, pagé 5)
and that he hoped to return to Korca in the spring of 1949 when possibly
the political situation jin Korca will have changed and certain clements
nmight have abandoncd their schemes for using him for thcir own interests.

d. Jction on Rhece's .Appointments to thoe UN

On O Scptenmber the assembly took offense at a letter from
the President announcing the appointment of representatives to the United
Nations General Assembly. Reportedly, nbjections were raised by HANKOOK
DEIOCRATIC PARTY members in the Wational ..sscmbly who stated that the
Constitution rcquires that such corrcspondence from the excecutive to the
legislative branch of the government requires the signature of Cabinet
members.  (dictually, sarticle 66 of the Constitution provides: "The acts
of tne President pertaining to State affairs shall be executed in written
documents and all such documents shall bec countersigned by the Prime
Minister and the Minister concerned.") VWith 131 manbers prescnt, the
Assenbly voted 71 to U5 to return the lettcr to the President for the
necessary signatures.

On 08 September, during the 60th scssion, it was rcported
that the letter had not yet been returncd by the President. This forced |
the Lssembly to save face by passing the following resolution: "The
National Assembly recognizes the appointments of Chang liyun and Chang Ki
Yung, clected Represcntatives of the Korcan penple, as delegates of the
Republic of Korea to the United Nations General issembly Meeting in
Paris, !

COLMENT: The National Assembly's reaction to knec's
letter announcing the appointments of the National .ssembly Represcnta-—
tives is construcd as an attempt by the Hanknoks tn embarrass Rhee on a
technicality, since the Cabinct members, who arc appointed and dismissed
by the President,.can be expected tn support the great majority of the
Prcsident!s decisions. 1

2. N Chai Hong Joins NIF

On O September, at e mecting »f the Standing Committce of
the NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE FEDERATION, 4HN Chai Hong, formerly Civil
Administrator in the South Korcan Interim Government, was clected tn
the NIF's Stending Comiittec. PiK Kun Oong, formerly of the Korean
Interim Legislative Assembly, was also clected.

The two men filled vacancics created by the resignation of
KIM Yak Son and LEE Chung Kun, who dropped nut of thc committec when
they ran as candidates in the 10 May clectinn (KIM Yak Sno was elected).
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XXIV CORPS G-2 /S /156 PART I

Their resignations were voluntcercd bocausc thcy had forsaken the basic
tenet of the NIF by supporting a "sopnlhbg" snvernment s

CUMILNT: Brth HN and PLK arce regarded as underates ~Ff
relative prominence. -It-is expected that the pruscenes of these twn
individuals in the moderate ranks will strengthen the niddle-rnaders,
whn are being. deserted by their Communist colleagucss/ JHN's acceptance
of the NIF positinn is en indicatinn that he probably will not forn a
new party independent of the FEDERATION.

“'-‘ay  Comnunist Activities

© aceording to reports.received from various sourccs,
approxinately 120 persons were arrcested in South KOREA in July and
August far cnllecting ballots and signaturcs for the Horth' KOREA
clections, These persons worc either epprchended while rbtaining
signatures or while on their way to North KOREA. aApproximat ly onc
11illion han warks'‘and signatures on ballots arc rcportcd to hwrd been
confiscated by South Korcen authoritics., Substantiating rcports of
forgeries (w/S ##152), a confiscated South Korca Labor Party dircctive

disclosed that the party announced approvel of signing ballots on behalf

of voters in arcas wherc extrene police suppression prevailcde

b. Cowx

(1). hbukly Violence Swmary -'Negative

(2) Delayed Keports Covering Last tedk - Negative

(3) 1948 Comraunist Acbivitics in South Korca

JAN: FEB IR APR PLAY | JUNS | JULT!

~bbacks on towns ; i 9 il

Attacks on police 130 et iHs

Police killed 33 d it X

Rightists killed 1L o1 10

Comaunists killed an S 83 33

‘Disorders, demon—
strations, arson,
attacks on right-

_ists! offices end
hones

TATUACKS N EAvErn-
nent buildings

Sabotage (Cormuni-:
catinns)

Sabotage (RH lines

Sabotage (Lrcnno- &
tives)

waﬂtapc (bridges)

Sabotaze (pawer):

Strikes (labar)

Strikes (schonl)

*Incomplete

cs Other Violence

(1) Riphtist Terrorism

4 delayed report disclosed that on 30 .ugust nicrmbers

of the CHANGGI (1245-1LLS) branch of the UNITED YOUNG MEN'S PARTY scized

and severcly becat the CHANGGI chairman of the NORTHWEST YOUNG MEN'S
ASSOCTIATION. .The following day, the UYMP attacked the headquarters
of the NYEA and destroycd cqulpmcnt, suppllcs and rceords of that
organization.
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(2) A swmary of acts of Vvinlencé on the part of persons
of unknown political affiliaticon as reportcd up 4o 10 Scptember, 1948, is
as follows: 3 T : : e :

on De -

(o5’ [o)

do
Chungchong

Pukto

Chungchong
Kyongsang

NNfeint
Puktn

iKan

.ssassinatinn

Lnti-crain
collection

Pnlitical
terrorism

Demonstration

Resistance t2
arrcst

Arson

Unclassificd

A oLdCKS Tl
police

Attacks nn
individuals

Sapotage (communi
catinns)

Sabnrtaze. (railraa
lings) .

Sabrtace (power)

Sebotage (bridecs

Strikes (Llabor)

Strikes (schnol)
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(3) Delayed Reports cdivering Lagt jiock

; Dclaycd reports of incidents involving other than
cormunists which occurred during the weck ending O3 Scptember but
which were not carried in last weck's swmaary are:

ngsang

Chungchong
Namdo

Kyo

Pukto

Kyonggi Do
Chungchong
Pukto

Kyongsang

ssassination
inti-grain
cnllection
Political
terrorisn
Denonstration
Resistance to
arrest

Unclassified
Attacks on
police
Attecks on
individusls
Sabotage (communi-~
_.cations)
Sab-tage (railrnad
L ines)
Sabotaze (power)

Strikes..(labor)
Strikes (school)

(L) Henthly swamary of acts of violence on the part of
persons nf unknown political affiliation:

5 JULY
lissassinatisn ey
Mnti-grain collection 9
Political terrorism 1
Denonstration 15
Raesistance to arrest o
Arson 2
Unclassified a0l
attacks on Pnlice
Abtaclks on individuals
Sabotage (comnmunications)
Sab*tage (railrnad lines)

| SEbAtage (Pewer)

Sabotage (bridges)
Strikes (TLabor)

Strikes (schonl)

,é
(5]

SEPT#: TUTAL

R0 it i

it
=i i i A0 N0

#*Inconplete
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1. Economic - Cost of Living

Cost of living items in SEOUL were steady during the week ending
Ol Septenber, .There was no reported change in any prices checkcd.
Source: National Price Adnlnlstratlon. .

Cost of Living Items Checked in SEQUL" (27 #ug-03 Sept)

Flannelette
“Kwang-mak (cloth)
Silk myungju (cloth)
Silk sook soo (cloth)
anthracite

Polished rice Matches
Barley Beef
wheat flour Pork
Sojr beans . Eggs
Red beans I Radishes

Dried riyungtai (fish)

Suzar
Salt

Korean cabbage

- Rubber shaes -

Laundry soap

Firewnod
Cotton socks
Charcoal

Soy sauce,

RICE PRICE SUiLi/iRY MONTHLY AVERAGES
Unit: l small metric Mal (18.L8 Tbs)

WR
778
8L
719
67h 63l

985

1012

JUL UG 10 SEP

SEOUL 1158 1262 1410

KANGWON DO
CHUNGCHONG
PUKTO
CHUNGCHONG
I.2D0
KYONGSING

PUKTO 552 605
KYONGS..NG
N300
CHULL:
PUKTO
CHULL:
N.2DO

1136

1037
9L6

715
605

7oL

669 623
595

81l

633 559
L8 679
7Ll 681

CHEJU DO

VER.GE e e5

National Price idministration (except 10 Sept price).
% 10 September price: Source: Upen markets (5) in SEOUL;
price is for the metric small :2al (18.L48 lbs or 10 liters)
i8¢ lugust provincial averages not availabtle.
Currency Exchange Rate: U. S, dollar equals 1iiGO-ion
(UPEN 1iiRKET) Hilitary script dollar equals L50 won

Source:

2. Population .

a. Surrendered and Disarmed No change: 179,920

b. Progress of Repatriation This Perind To Date

Japanese Civilians ,rriving
from N of 38”N' KORE.., CHINi
and M.NCHURIA

288,532
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XXIV CuRPS G-2 W/S #156 PART I
This Perind Tn Date
Japanese Evacuated to JAPAN 0 88L,933

Total Korcans Returning 3,337 2,165,210

Total Repatriates MMoved Since
15 Jugust 1905 3,337 3,050,1lt3

Korcans Apprchended While Attempting
Illegal Entry intn J.PAN

Source: G-3, XXIV Corps
D. PSYCHULUGIC.L

Scattered comacnt referring to the olleged delay in the transfer of .
government and the provisinns of the National Traitor Lew (which was
passed by the National Asscmbly during the period) appearcd in the
cditorial pages of Seoul ncwspapers., Writers appearcd to have exhausted
their store of invective an the subjects, however, and added nothing tn
what hed alrcady becn printed.

E. SaBUT.iGE AND ESPICNAGE

Un 02 September 25 fect of wire wes remnved from the line between
the SUNG DU Rest Hotel ncar INCHUN and INCHUN (960-1630).

Between 060300 and 060400 September 2 spans nf wire were cut out of
the telephone linc cast of YUNGDUNGPu (960-1630). The wire was later
recovered. (4-~1) ;

un 082230 Scptember, a patrol discovered that the line from the 1lst
Replacenent Depot (989-1631) to Korea Base Command hed becn scvered. (A-1)

CUMMENT: It is believed that the intent bechind the removal of
telephone line is theft rather than sabotage.

4 1L year nld espinnage agent, dispatched from YiNGGU (1095,0-1709.8)
on 06 Scpteriber, was apprchended by the SUNGCHUNG (1089, 9—1691;.1) police.
The agent stated he had been sent to South KUREA to nbserve oP #23 and
to obtain troop and transpartation information from Cormunists in
CHUNCHUN (1170-1680). (Police Repnrt)
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