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Fromy 201200/I Aug. ‘48
To: 2712007 Aug, 48

Headquarters, USAFIK
Seoul, Korea
Nos 164 : 27 August 1948
Meps: KORE4, 1/250,000 '
East ASIA, 1/1,000,000 -

A. ARMED FORCES

1, Strensth (Secret)

Police? 35,000 :
Constabularys 57,765 (including 3,121 recruits and 760 cadets)
Coast Guard:: 2,906 (including 140 cadets) (B-2)

Operational Activity (Confidential)
Border Incidents

At 221515 August a UsSs combat patrol heard 2 shots which
originated from the north side of a hill-at (896_.8—1697. 3) end observed
2 North Korean Constabularymen in fox holes in that area, Five minutss
later 11 more shots frop the same areca were heard and 20 North Korean
Constabularymen, observed on: top of the hill, split into 3 groups and
disappeared, Fifteen South Korsan police in positionsat’ (897.7-1697,05)
reported that they had killed 2 North:Koreans at 221530 August, (B-2)

At 240430 August 5 or 6 North Korean Constabularymen attacked a
South Korean police patrol from-the TO VooN (927.,4-1695.4) police box at
a point approximately 1500 yards northeast of TO WOON. The firefight
which developed lasted approximately 20 minutes., South Korean police
investigating the area later found the body of a men who had been shot
to death, The deceased was belicved to have been an North Korean
constabularymen but no identifying papers were found, (Polige repo‘rt)

k At 180200 August 36 UNITED YOUNG MEN'S PARTY members crossed into
North KOREA near '(825—-1698) and attacked the police box at KARHYON DONG
(825-1699), Four of the 5 North Koreans on duty were killed, The South
Koreans then returned south of the parallel. The ‘UYlPs were-aymed with
carbines provided by the South Korean police, (Police report)

The following teble summarizes reported border incidents since
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B, CURRENT IN'I“ELLIGENGE

1. Departure of General HODGE

Lt, General John R, HODGE, Commanding General of the United
States Army Forces in Korea since the beginning of the: occupation on 8
September 1945, departed from KOREA by air on 27 August for the
UNITED STATES,

General HODGE'!'s irmminent departure was a.nnounced pxbl:.cly on
24 August, The release stated:

"Following the arrival of Mr, MUCCIO in SEOUL as Special
Representative of the President of the UNITED STATES with’ '
ambassadorial rank, the Department of the Army has announced that
Lieutenant General John R, HODGE is reassigned to duty in
continental UNITED STATES and is ordered to report to the ‘Chief
of Staff, Department of the Army, for duty until assigned to
permanent station, General HODGE expects to leave by airplane
shortly for TOKYO, where after conference with General MacARTHUR
he will fly on to Washington, D, C, and report for duty. The
Departrnent of the Army also announced that Major General John B,
COULTER, United States Army, who arrived in KOREA 15 January 1948,
has been named by the Department of the Army to commend the United
States Army Forces in Koreas General COULTER commanded the 7th
Infantry Division with station in SEOUL from 15 January 1948 to
25 May 1948 and has been the Deputy Commander of the United States
Forces in Korea since 26 May 1948," 2

General HODGE's farewell messages to UsSe personnel in KOREA
to the Korean people are given in Inclosures #l and #2,
2, The Korean Government

&, Recognition by the Republic of the PHILIPPINES

On 20 August the government of the Republic of the Philippines
Joined the UNITED STATES and CHINA in provisionally recognizing ’
the Government of KOREA, President RHEE, in acknowledging veceipt of
such recognition, asked permission to send Dr, CHOUGH Pyong Ok as
his personal representative with rank of Anbassador to MANILA at an
early date, ‘his permission was granted 25 Auguste

be ' Relations with UNTCOX

The Korean Committee for Consultations with the Main
Conmittee of UNTCOK (W/S 4153) met with the Main. Committee, for the
first time, on 25 August, The chief of the Korean comnittee informed
UNTCOK that the United States and Koree had signed an agreement
concerning the transfer of authority over the Korean secunty Forces
(see para c below).

Dr, LUNA, Main Committee Cheirman, announced that, though
nost of the Gomnissmn was leaving Korea, the seat of the Commission
remains in Korea and that the ‘Main Committee would be in Seoul for
consultatione

COMMENTs This meeting of consultees was largely a formality
inasnuch as the Koreans had no points to discuss. It is,however, now
& matter of record that the provisions of the UN Resolution of 14
Noverber 1947 are being carried out, It is not expected that the
Koreans will request consultation very frequently. The head-in-the-sand
attitude and stumbling progress of UNTCOK have long since cost the
Conmission & great deal of the respect of the Korean 1eadere.
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When Dr, Luna announced that only the Main Committee would
remain in Seoul, John M. CHANG (CHANG Mywn), Korean Chairman, replied
that he and CHANG Ki Yung would also be in PARIS but that KOH Il Chang
would remain to oonsult with the Main Committee as needed. It has been
reported that the Koreans do not expect to consult with the Committee
unless serious obstacles are encountered in negotiations with American
authorities, o

¢. Transfer of Negotiations Show Progress

(1)U.S. = Korean Military Agreement Signed

The first of ‘the agreements for the transfer of authority
from the United.States to the Government of KOREA was announced on
2L, August, when President RHEE and General HODGE signed a dozument
regarding control of Korean and American security forces. The "interim
agreement provides for the progressive turning over to the Korean
Government of jurisdiction over and command of all Korean security
forces (police, Constabulary, and Coast Guard) as rapidly as is possible,
consistent with the common security of the Republic of Korea andthe
United States Army Forces in Korea, During the period of the agreement
the United States Army will continue to assist the Korean Government in
the training and equipment of the constabulary and coast guard., It
also provides for the use of those areas and facilities essential for
the maintenance of United States troops until the withdrawal from Korea
is -completed as visualized in paragraph L of Resolution II of the
United Nations General Assembly, 1l November 1947. The agreement is
effective only until the United States troops have withdravn from Korea,"

COMMENT: President RAEE, cantankerous and obstinate during
the past week, did not sign the agreement readily. RHEE objected to
provisions wh:.ch retained United States Government authority over U.S,
personnel while such personnel were outside the limits of American
installations or compounds as an infringement of Korean sovereignty.
RHEE's irritability is partly attributed to the resentment aroused by
the action of his legislative branch in hammering out a national traitor
law to force RHEE to rid himself of "undesirable" cabinet appointments
(see para e below)

(2) Public Funds and Property

On 26 August i1t was announced that during the tenth
meeting of the Korean and American representatives who are negotiating
the initial transfer of public funds and property from the South Korean
Interim Government to the Government of the Republic of Korea the
Korean Delegation was presented with financial statements of the
various accounts of SKIG and the U.S, Military Government in Korea,
This tenth meeting, held on 25 August, econcluded preliminary conside-
rations of the initial financial and property settlement. Negotiations,
while necessarily detailed and complex, have been conducted in a spirit
of harmony and cooperation, and it is believed that they will lead
shortly to the conclusion of an agreement. -Overall negotiations have
progressedto the point that only technical details remain to be settled.

d, Diplomatic Representatives

(1) The Korean delegation to the United Nat:\.ons General
Assembly is to consist of the following persons:

John M, CHANG (CHANG Myun) Chief Delegate
CHANG Ki Yung Alternate Delegate
CHOUGH Pyong Ok Councellor

KIM Hwa Lan (Helen) Member

CHUN Kyu Hong ~ Legal Advisor

XIM Woo Pyung Economic Advisor
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(2) Following discussion of the Korean problem at the
United Nations General Assembly in Paris, John M. CHANG will act as
Special Representative to the Vatican to express the gratitude of the
President of Korea to the Pope (see W/S #153, page 6).

es The Natlonal Assembly

(1) The Amnesty Law was passed by the National Assembly
on 20 August by a vote of 115 to 2, with 152 present. Later during this
session, discussion of the propesed National Traitor Law. was resumed.
Opposition “to several vaguely worded provisions in the draft of this
law resulted in further deliberations on the measure at the following
session, on 23 August, It was decided then to postpone the second
reading of the proposed law to 25 August. Discussion of the bill
continued on that day; no ‘decisions of importance were reached.

(2) During the period the Assembly also (a) adopted a
motion to dissolve all committees formed prior to the enactment of the
House Rules; (b) heard the Minister of Commerce,louise YIM's emotional
self-emulation, and (c) bade farewell to General Hodge who appeared
briefly in the Assembly Hall on 25 August.

3« Moderate Activity

a, Twenty-Five Political Organizations Denounce North Korean
Government

Twenty—five political organizations affiliated with
elther the SOCIETY FOR THE ACCELERATION OF UNIFIED INDEPENDENCE or the
NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE FEDERATION, or both, aigned a "joint communique"
which was released to the press on 25 August. The text of the communi-
que, which denounces communist violation of the provisions of the
30 April PYONGYANG agreement (W/S #138, page 5), is asfollows:

"JOINT COMMUNIQUE

"The independence of Korea which was promised by the
Allied Powers - the United States, the Soviet Union, China and
Great Britain - appears to become more remote with the passage
of time, The division of the nation is.intensified by the
occupation of American and Soviet troopse

"Motivated by the belief that our unification and
national independence should be accomplished in accordance
with the principle of self-determination, we advocated a joint
conference of the leaders of North and South Korea. .This
conference was held in Pyongyang in April 1948, The political
leaders of North and South Korea reached complete accord
regarding the establishment of a central government and
national uwnification, The following joint communique was
released on 30 April:.

"l, A nation-wide political conference shall be '
held following the withdrawal of Soviet and
American troops,

"2, A unified provisional central government shall
be formed.

"3. A nation-wide election shall be held,
"4, The Constitution shall be enacted,

'S, A formal central government shall be formed.
(S
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""The North Korean leaders however, have convoked the
so-called Second Joint Conference of North and South Korean
Political Leaders, in contradiction to the firm and solemn
agreement previously made, in order to establish a People's
Republic in North Korea, and adopted a resolution which is
contrary to the Joint Communique issued at Pyongyang on
30-April 1948, The so-called Constitution of the People!s
Republic has been promulgated and the North Korcans are
trying to enforce an election in order to establish a
government,

"The undersigned political parties declare:

"l, That the so-called Second Joint Conference of
North and South Korcan Political Leaders is
illegal,

We have dispatched no representatives to the
so-called Second Joint Conference of North and
South Political Leaders,

We denounce: all the other activities and trend of
-events that have taken place in North Korean which
are contrary to the provisions of the Joint
Communique formulated on 30 April. We, hercby,
make this firm and solemn declaration at home

and abroad,

NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE FEDERATION 15, PATRIOTIC OLD MENS
KOREAN INDEPENDENCE PARTY SOCIETY .

DEMOCRATIC INDEPENDENCE PARTY 16, LEAGUE OF PATRIOTS

NEW PROGRESSIVE PARTY FOR THE INDEPENDENCE
KOREAN FARMERS P/RTY FIRST HWANGHAE IR OVINCE
SAlf IL COLLEAGUES SOCIETY YOUTH CORPS :
PATRIOTIC YOUTHS COLLEAGUES GROUP KOREAN NEW CIVILIZATION
INDEPENDENT WOLENS. LEAGUE PiRTY

YOUTH SOCIETY FOR FOUNDING A NATION REVOLUTIONARY COLLEAGES
REPATRIATES ASSOCIATION YOUTH SOCIETY

KOREAN STUDENTS FEDERATION 20s PATRIOTIC COLLEAGUES
NORTHWEST STUDENTS FEDERATION SOCIETY

NATL CONSTRUCTION STUDENTS FEDERATION 21, KOREAN INVENTORS ASSN,
NORTHWEST UNION OF CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 22, CANTON & HONGKONG SOC.
SOCIETY

23, CHRISTIAN NEW DEIOCRATIC SOCIETY
2li, INDUSTRIAL REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION
25. .SOUTH KOREA CHUN DO KYU YOUTH FRIENDS PARTY"

COMMENT: It is known that in many instances the organizations
which signed this communique are divided in their attitude toward the
Second Pyongyang Conference and the North Korean elections, Neverthe-
less, this public denunciation of the "trend of events" which have led
to the establishment of a separate government in North Korea furnishes
irrefutable denial to probable Soviet claims before the U,N. General
issembly that their central government has the undivided endorsement
of all South Korean political organizations not included in the South
Korean Government,

It is also known that at least two of the parties which

were reprcsented at the first Pyongyang Conference - the LABORING PEOPLES

PARTY (CHANG Kun Sang) and the SOGIAL DEMOCRATIC P/iRTY (LYUH Woon Hong) -
are divided into so many cliques that no one would sign the communique
as the party representative. However, the signature of the NATIONAL
INDEPENDENCE FEDERATION may well be considered to commit all members
of the Federation, of which the LABORING PEOPLES PARTY and the SOGCIAL
DEMOCRATIC PARTY are twoe
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Although the signatories boycotted the South Korean
election and thus to a considerable extent damaged the prestige of the
South Korean government, their denunciation of the North Korean election
constitutes full compensation. The signatories should be regarded as
having demonstrated sincerity and patriotism; it is certain that they
realize that they have s:u.gned their death warrants if the communists
ever overrun South Korea.

It will be noted that none of the communist parties
who signed the 30 April Pyongyang Communique joined in this denunciation.

b, Letter From KIM Kyu Sik

Subsequent to the issuance of the communique denouncing
North Korean activities (see paragraph 3 above), KIM Kyu Sik, WON Sei
Hoon, KIM Boong Jun, and TCHEI Dong O, all members of the National
Independence Federation and former members of KILA, requested an inter=—
view with the Commanding General, in 26 August, purportedly in order
to tell him goodbye but probably to make their peace with the
Commandér of the Occupation Forces. When illness prevented KIM Kyu Sik
from keeping the appointment, the Commending General sent KIM a
photograph and a letters The following letter was in reply:

11),5:6 Samchung Dong
°  Seoul, Korea
26 fugust 1948

"Lt, Gen, John R. Hodge, U.S. Army
Commanding General, USAFIK
Seoul, Korea

"Dear Gen, Hodge:

"Many thanks for your photograph and your °
very kind letter. Your photograph will always occupy the
honored place in our home as much as you yourself will
always occupy the most prominent place in the grateful
memory of the Korean people (of So. Korea, at least) fcr-
the sincere efforts and untiring energy you have-given
toward helping poor Korea and her people. Best wishes
& bon voyage. ;

Yours very sincerely,

Kuisic Kimm"

a, Guerrilla Activity on CHEJU DO

During the reporting period, delayed reports from CHEJU DO
disclosed renewed raider activity. Attacks and raids against the police
and rightists resulted in the death of two policemen and injury to an
additional five, Prompt action by the police caused the guerrillas to
take refuge in the mountains, but guerrilla raids and reprlsals are
expected to continue.

b, North Korea Election Day

25 August 1948, the day of the.North Korea election, was
unmarked by civil disturbances in South Korea, °

v
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Ce Communist Violence

(1) Wekly Violence Summary

4 mmary of acts of violence involving communists for

the week as report:d up to 27 August is gs follows:
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(2) Delayed Reports Covering Last Week
Delayed reparts of incidents which occurred during the
vicek ending 20 jugust but which were not carried in last week's summary
(Sec W/s #153, page 11) are:
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(3) 1948 Comnunist .ctivities in South KORW..
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(1) Wln rightist.inspired acts f violence wicre reported during
the perind,

(2) i summary of acts of vinlence on the part of persons of
unknnvn political affiliation as reported up to 27 August 1948, is as fnllows:
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(3) Delaycd Keperts covering Last .cck

‘)ulaJ\,d rg,pnrts of incidents involving other than comnmunists
whlch occurrced during the weck Lnd..nr 20 ,u'vust but which were not carried in
last weckts sumary ares, i
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CIVIL UNREST CHART
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G, MAR PQUENTIAT,
1 Seonels) s Costmof-Tiving
Cost of living itens in «SEOUL weré sheady during the week

ending 21 dAuzust, Rice, the only item which rose in price, reached
1,250 won per small nal, (Snurdd N}atmnal Price Adm:.nistration)

-'Cost of Livinv Iiems Checked in SEOUL (16-21 August)

Polished. rice . : Matches . . * . Flannelette
Barley. - iBeef : " Kwang-mak (cloth)
Wheat flour . : . Pork RN Silk myungju (cloth) -
Soy beans " EBges : i Silk sook sdo -(cloth)
Red beans Radishes Anthracite
Dried myungtal (fish) Korean cabbage Firewood
Sugar Rubber shoes . Cotton Socks
Salt Laundry soap Charcoal

Soy sauce

RICE PRICE SUMMARY ¥ MONTHLY AVERAGES
Units 1 small mal (16.67 1lbs)
MAR aPR  MAY JUWE  JULY

SEQUL - 74 4 L 895 105%

KANGWON._DO c 5 . ¢ 1033
CHUNGCHONG

PUKTO 4 900
CHUNGCHONG

NAMDO z ; 943
KYONGSANG

PUKTO 807 583
KYONGSANG

NAMDO 666 868

CHOLILA

PUKTO 608 608 550 566 703 850

CHOLLA

RAMDO 558 575 508 543, 728 875 _ 1008

CEEJU DO 733 680 617 740 733 983 1708

AVERAGE 648 676 619 659 706 889 1060

Source: National Price Administration (except 27 August price).
* 27 August Prices Source: Open markets (5) in SEOUL;
price is for new snall mal (18,48 1bs or 10 liters)

Currency Exchange Rate: U,S, dollar equals 1100 won
(OPEN MARKET) Military script dollar equals 370 won

2. Populetion

a. Surrendered and Disarned Yo changes 179, 376

b, Progress of Repatriation - This Period To Date

Japanese Civilians Arrivine fron
N of 38ON'XKORZA, CHINA and MAWCHURIA 0O 288,532

Japanese Evacunted to JAPAN 0 884,296

Total Koreans Returning 891% 2,158,918
}3 UFCLASSI"D‘

*Incorplete report
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Thig Period 'To Date

Total Qe.i‘iates Moxted. Since
apls) Aur,ust 1945 3,042,618

cs Koreans Aggrehended While Attempting =
Iliegal Entry to JAPAN 405 25,243

COMMENT:  The small number of Koreans returning” thie
week reflects the close supervision the North Koreans are maintmning
over the 38th parallel during the period of the North Koreafi election,.
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D, PSYCHOLOGICAL

National, Traitors; -

<ao Moderate Press Corments SHOUL!s modeTrate. newspapers spear-—
headed. the prodding of the National Asserbly Into passing an'effective
national traitor:-law, ,The editor of CHOSUN ILEO (Korean Daily News): .
portrayed a nation "burning with indignation" because Its leaders had
failed to rectifly the errors of the MI1itary Governrnent in permitting
the employment of "traitors" in high positions, "Traitors" saild CHOSUN
ILBOy include not only those in the police department and other govern-
menit offices but also persons who acquired wealth and rank through
nefarious means in the fields of f:lr&ance, industry, politics; and
Journalism, This paper demanded a thoroush purge of all officials in
the present government who are found to have been "catspaws" of the
Japanese,

MINJU ILBO (Democratic News) also pointed out the "injurious
effect" of the appointments of "national traitors" to government posts,
It, too, urged that the "evil influence which bled the Military Govern—
ment" be removed from the present administration,

_ SEOUL SHIN MUN (Seoul Daily Wews) contrasted the rspidity of
the action taken against traitors in North KOREA with the obvious
reluctance to take similar steps in South KOREAs "Swift and correct"
punishment of persons who committed "anti-Korean acts" was advocated,
The paper asserted that efforts of former officials in the Japanese

. Governnent to obtain positions in the new government were scandalous
and that measures should be taken against them immediately to prevent
wholesale corruption and the downfall of the administration,

b, Other Comments Rightist DAE FAN ILBO -(Great Korean Daily),
on the other hand, advised that only the most important traitors be
punished because, said the editor, "all who had to work under the Japanese
are guilty, more or less,"

. Another point of view was present in the following statement
by a revered old non-political Korean on 20 October 1945:

"There are hundreds of able and useful men who are denounced
and ostracized as Pro-Japancse. But who are the self-righteous
denouncers? Most of them are the very fellows who, up to the "Noon
of the 15th of August 1945,'" bowed to the Bast, repeated the
Japanese national oath, and shouted banzai for the Tenno, on every
public occasion in schools, in churches, in factories, in Govern—
ment and great business offices, in department stores and in
wedding and funeral gatherings, Most of them Japanized their
nenes, Why did they do these pro-Japanese thinge? Simply they had
to or go to jail, Why do they, then, throw first stones at others?
For two reasonst (1) to throw dust into the eyes of people to
Yover up their unsavory past; (2) to extort money from the fears
and worries of certain persons for party and personal pocketss

"Indeed it is absurd to stigmatize anybody for having been
pro-Japanese, During the 34 years of Japanese annexation (from
1911 to 1945) what was the status of KOREA} Was she an independent
Kingdom? No, She was a part of JAPAN, and so recoznized by
other Powers including America, If so, the Koreans were Japaness,
willy nilly, Then, as the subjects of JAPAN, yhat alte.native
could we, who had to live in KOREA,have but to obey the orders and
demands, howeyer, arbitrary, of’"‘the‘Japa.nese re_gi,‘me'?_' If we had to
send our’sons to battlefields ‘and our daughters to factories, could
we refuse to do anything that the militarists cormanded? Therefore
i‘tuiB‘a.unonsense to denounce any‘ood,y“for what he did under the
status of a Japanese subject.! 9 : -
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XXIV CORPS G-2 W/S #154  PART T

2v UTrensfer of Administration
Several editors expressed anxlety regarding the delay in the

transfer of administration from American to Korean hends, Newspapers
commented nsrvously on the "lip-deep pronises" made to .effect the transfer
imnedigtely, - -SEOUL SHIN MUN stated on 27 August that "a.lres,dy a week .
has gone by since, the- proclamation of the Korean Repulilic, but still
there is little progress in the tranofer of the.esserted administrative
power,! That only undelaJed transfer:can sweep away the miaunderstang—-
ing and doubt of the Koreezx peoples i

CHA YOO SHIN MUN (Korma.n Free Prcss) a, moderate newspaper, '
implied that the procrastination in the activities of the UsS. and Rorean
conferees was resulting in restlessness among the people, Rightistre
BOO IN SIN BO (Women's Press) ‘"could not help pointing out" that the
"Anericen attitude prior to the establishment of the Korean Government
was far different from its present attj.tude, which is very obscure," The
editor warned ‘that unless the situation is altered conslderably the
independence of the Korean Republic will prove to be a falsehood,

COlIMH\IT- The nationalistic pride and impetuosity of the Korean
is ab\mdantly evidenced by the haste to sieze complete authority over
all phases in the administration of their country without allowlng even
a reasonable period for the explanation of the details of ‘the functioning
-of Korean governmental machinery. #merican representatives in the
transferral negotiatlions have reported that progress has in general been
smoothy the majorlty of the occasional delays in the proceedings are
attributable to Koreen reluctance to accept any decisinn which entails
Anerican supervislon over any aspect of present operations, no matter |
how brief or limited such supervision may be, It is believed that public
anxiety to complete the transfer will help to spur Korean representatives
in the negotiations to more prompt positive action in order to speedily
accomplish transfer of authority. (See Part I, 2, C (2))s -

3o Progl' anation Number 24

CHOSUN IIBO, on 21 August, saw no reason for the continued .
existence of the "MacARTHUR Crdinance! (Proclamation Number 2) "which was
procleimed for the purpose of protecting occupational forces, The
paper demanded the release of " 1,654 persons" who have been ! prisoned
for violating the "dishonore_ble ordinance,"

4, Genera.l HODGE

The departure of General HODGE occasioned numerous editorials
which praised the American Commander!s unrelenting fight for Korean
independence and rehabilitation. Right-wing PYUNG WHA ILBO (Peace Daily)
and noderate HAN SUNG ILBO (Seoul Daily) as well as other newspapers
expressed sincere gratitude for the "virtue, ability and kindness" which
enabled General HODGE to.fulfill a difficult task. Editors revealed
& corvion ‘desire that the departing General continue his struggle for the
prospenty and freedom of the Korean people,

E. SABOTAGE AND RSPIONAGE

Negative '
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EEADQUARTERS XXIV CORPS
Office of the Assistent Chief of Sta.ff G2
AP0 236 :

28 August 1948

COMMANDING GENERAL'S' STATEMENT 10 UySe PE éommiu' X

The follox-rlng statement was igsued to all UsS. personnel in Korea
by the Conmanding General prior to his departure} :

"I have known. for sqveral weeks. that I ‘would soon be f'med with
saying farewell tQ the USAFIK occupation tcam, I have tried to
find words to express fully my deep emotion at leaving this fine
cormand and my sincere eppreciation for the loyel and falthful
work done by all members of our occupation team both military and
civilian, . I now realize that the words I know are- inadequate to -
carry the thoughts. : .

"MJ dilemna has been partially eolved during' the pa.st few days
by the receipt of a letter from the President of the United States
and nessage from the Secretary of the Army, They are addressed’ to
me a8 the Cormender of our: tesm, but as that Cormmander, I am in a
position to know that they are in actua.lity a personal commendation
to each man and woman of you, I pass the letter and message on to
you with' the hope that each one of you will realize as-well as I
do how utterly impossible it would have been for your' cormander
to have accomplished anything without your loyal and Busteined
support and the high degree of teamwork you have displayed in
working for our nissiong"

WLETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES"

"The White House
Washington
August 15, 1948

I My Dear General Ho.dge's

01 Mg achievement of constitutional government in
Southern Korea completes the difficult task that was assi“ned to you,
Your mission has been .acconplished. with outstanding success,

" ! As the government of this area is turned over to the
Korean people, it must be very satisfying to vou, as it is to our
Government, to know that you have been instrumental in restoring
freedorm to a persecuted nation,

" ! You led United States troops to liberate Korea from
the tyranny of a ruthless conqueror,. The people of your arca of
this troubled country have held a free election in which a remark-
ably high percentage of the qualified voters particlpated, Now
the responsibility for their own destiny rests with the elected
repwosentatives of & free peoplea

nt By yt;ur skill, initlative and diplomacy you have overcome
seemingly insurmountable obstanles and you have earned the
gratitude of the people, both of the United States and of Korea
"Very sincerely yours,
HARRY TRUMAN*"

i
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i1l MESSAGE YROM THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

"' On the completion of your difficult tasks in Korem I wish
to express to you my hedrty congratulations, The Department of the
Ay 1s deeply appreéciative of the soldierly and statesmanlike
manner in whichi'you have ever handled the delicate tasks entrusted
to you, I know that it must be & source of much satisfeaction to
you, as it is to the American people generally and especially to the
Army, that the achievement of constitutional government for the .
Korean people should mark the end of your labors there, Your highly
conmendable performaence of these arduous duties has brought full
freedonm much closer to a people who have known only foreign overlord-
ship for almost half a century, You have reflected great credit
upon yourself and the Army of the United States,'"

! In ‘spite of the many obstacles and inherent difficulties we
have faced here, including understrength, rapid turnover, language
barriers, lack of luxury living and rugged weather conditions for
2 considerable portion of each year, all of you have carried on in
a cheerful and determined performance of difficult duties, Many of
you have had to work in uncharted fields where individual judgment and
initiative were paramount and where any quitting in fact of
difficulties would have been disastrous,

" Your overall occupational accorplishments are covered in
the two messages. On the purely military side, this commend is
second to none, either statistically man for man in such matters as
health, discipline, athletics and military accomplishments, or in
1ts overall tone and its performance of duty.

" It has been an honor and privilege to work closely with so
neny fine American citizens, I have full confidence that each of
you will continue to give the same type of efforts for yo 't nation
in elding the Koreans that you have given in the past. I have
confidence that you will give your highly qualified new Commander,
General Coulter, the same loyalty you have given to ne,

" In saying a personal 'Farewell! to each of you, I add thet no
natter where I go or what I do in new permanent assignment, The
Korean Comrand will be high in my thoughts and in my prayers and I
shall watch with great interést your successes in the great work of
stabilization still to be done here,

"To each and every member of the USAFIK occupation team I say
1Good luck, God Bless you, and I hope we neet again,'!

2
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HEADQUARTERS XXIV CORPS
O0ffice of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2°
APO 235

28 August 1948

COMMANDING GENERAL'S STATEMENT 10 THE
KOREAN_PHOPLE

On 25 August Lieutenant General John R, HODGE, Commanding General,
United States Army Forces in Korea, released to the press the following
message to the Korean Peoples

"After spending three years in your country and working for and
with the Korean people toward establishment of thelr sovereign
independence, I find it difficult to say farewell, During the period
I have grown to respect and admire the Koreen people and I believe
I have grown to understand.them, The only Koreans I do not admire
are the Communists and thelr fellow travelers who are trying to
sell your nation to the slavery of forelgn dictatorship, and the
grasping opportunistic politicians who work only for their own
selfish gain,

"Although I have worked for several ycars without a vacation, I -
an gratified that I have stayed in Korea until the establishment of
the Korean Government and to have seen the hundreds of thousands
of heppy Korean people celebrating that event on 15 August, I am
gratified both because it marks a great achievement for the Korean
people and because I feel that the United States Army Forces in
Korea have been able to help in the establishment of this govern—
ment,

"The future success of the Republic of Korea now rests entirely
in the hands of the Korean people themselves, This is as 1t should
be and is as the Korean people and free nations of the world wish
1t to be, This new status carries with it great responsibility, not
only for Korean leaders, but for the entire Korean people, The
leaders must drop all selfish personal ambitions and work solely for
the welfare of the entire Korean nation. The people must unite in
support of the government and forget their petty quarrels if the
national independence is to be sustained, All must operate through
their elected representatives to make their government -what they
want it to be, Pressure groups, operating for this or against that,
nust be avoided, The Korean people must be willing to accept and
to make full and intelligent use of all outside assistance that is
available, I have confidence that the patriotism and good sense of
the Korean people, combined with their desire to maintain their
sovereignty, will carry their nation to full united independence if
they -use thelr powers intelligentlys

"I have made many hundreds of personal friends among the Korean
people that I will greatly miss when I am gone, These friends
include a large number of farmers, villagers and boys and girls in
the country who have hunted with me during three winters in Korea,
but do not know my name or official status, I shall miss them as
much as I will prominent men and women, sinee their friendship is
the comradery of kindred spirits. Many of my best friends are those
patriotic citizens who have labored faithfully in running the
South Korean Interim Government to make possible the establishment
of the new government, too often unthanked and unappreciated by their
fellowmen, Many of my friends are in high plaaes in the new Govern-
ment, in business, industry and cultural pursuits, I deeply regret
that I do not have the chance to tell them all goodbye in Person,

1
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MIn this, my final statement to the Korean people, I express
to all of you my personal appreciation and thenks for the thousands
of kindnesses and courtesles you have extended to me, bnd wish
every one of you happiness, proeperlty, good health and peace
under your own soverelgn government of a united Korca, TYou will .
néver be out of my thoughts, Farewell, and ms.y my God end your
God bless you #nd guide. you. in all thingd, "}

2
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