1948. 08. 20. =

PART I
SGUTH KOREA
From: 131200/I August 1948
To: 201200/I fugust 1948
' Headquarters USAFIK

Secul, Korea, K ..
20 August 1948

No. 153
Maps: KOREA, 1/250,000
East ASTA, 1/1;000,000-
A.  ARUED FURCES
1. Strength (Secret)
Police: 35,000

Constabulary: 52,560 (including 2,670 recruits and 765 cadets and 505
ATOL or missing)

Coast Guard: 2,906 (including 14O cadets) (B-2)

2.. Operational Activity (Confidential)

a. Border Incidents

(1) At 132300 August an American outpost near KAESONG (950~1690)
was fired on twice by unidentified persons. There were no casud ties. (B-2)

(2) At 162020 August an estimated 20 North Korean Constabularymen
viclated the parallel to attack the YiNGTUNG NI (1071-1695) police box. ifter
the constabulary withdrew to North K(REi, fire was exchanged intermittently
until 171200 sugust. (C-3)

(3) On 16 August 5 North Korean Constabularymen were reported to
have fired at South Korean farmers near TAECHI (1163-1696). When South Korean
police returned the fire the NKC withdrew. (C-3)

be. Other

(1) At 170400 iugust the South Korsan Coast Guard cutter UK. NGJUH
attempted to intercept a Soviet 500 ton vessel beyond the 3-mile limit off
CHzZJU-DO. The vessel made a 90° turn as if to ram the cutter. (B-2)

(2) &t 171515 Mugust the Soviet Cormmander returned the U.S. % ton
truck which was captured when a U.S. patrol was ambushed 19 July (/S ;:LL9).
(B-2) In a letter, the Soviet Commander stated that the vehicle had been
driven at a high rate of speed from South KOREA into North KOREA and that when
the North Korean police stopped the vehicle, two Koreans jumped out and ran
back into South KOREA, leaving a fatally wounded Korean in the vehicle. There
Were no weapons in the vehicle, the Soviet Commander -said.

(3) At 201711 August the Soviet Commander returned the Korean
truck which Soviet soldiers had forcibly removed from the lime'mine near
(946,2-1696,5) on 10 July. (B-2)
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The folleuwing table summarizes'reéorted border incidents si

L-11 June
11-18 June
18-25 June
09-16 July
23-30 July
06-13 iugust

" Border Inciaents

Korean vs Korean

=
(5,8

Firing on US personnel

Anbushes of US personnel

Soviet violations of °
parallels

Korean violations of °
parallelst

Soviets vs Koreans

TCTAL

3 No firing involved
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XXIV CORPS G-2 W/S #1563 PART I
B. CUREENT m'TELIGENGE" £ a0 nin) v
1, The Korean Government

as The 15 August Gg;e'brgtion and Sta.tgment

. The formation of the Government of the Korean Republic
and the *hird. anniversay of VJ Day were celebrated by Koreans through-
out South KOREA on 15 August 1948, The SEOUL celebration was held
at the Gapitol. Among the distingul shed ‘guests in SEOUL' were. ;
General of the Army MacARTHUR, Lt, General HODGE, Monwsignor PoJs BIRNE,
and members’ of Unlted Nations Temporary Commission’ on KOREA,

RHEE Syng Man, President of the Republic of KOREA) and
each of the other individuals named; delivered speeches, Rufino LUNA
speaking on behalf of UNTOOK,

(1) President RHEE's address’ centered on six "fundamental
principles which \md.era.ie our nationﬁ. 1.0.! A

'Firgt: We must ‘have a firm .faith 4n - d.emocracy.

It i regr%able that we' sometimes meet with people who hold
““dictatorship t0 be a more suitable- form of government %o overcome
current difficulties and combat Communi sy, holding ‘democracy too

loose and unorganized to achieve immediate ends, - However,
"history has proved dictatorship to be inimical to liberty and
peace, It is true that democracy is more’ difficult and slow,

but we must not forget that right will win'in ‘the end, Democracy
is what all our'friendly nelghbors believe in, ‘and have fought
for, and are still fighting for, against totalitarlamsm,.,."

! "Secondi We must institute protection 'both for
pnpular prrogatives and individual freedom, The essence lics
in safeguarding the fundamental freedoms of the indiv 4val,
freedon of speech, freedom of assem‘bl,/, freedom of religlon
and, freedom of uhought”.-

"Th’lrd.; We must Tespect and’ guard freedomeoss
Young men of advanced ideas among the free~spirited intelligentsia
are apt to go too far in criticizing, impatient with governmental
_measures of necessarily slow-and cautious’ progression, We, in
turn, are liable to brand such youths' as dangerous elements or
Adestruutionists. But, freedom of thought is an essential
component of ‘democracy; “and the' right to express oppoei‘ion to
@ given opinion’should be protected at all costSsees Suppresslon
of such peaple will involve ‘vinlation of the principle of
tolerance without which democracy is impossible, In the
eternal struggle between right and wrong, we must stand firm in
e the faith that tru’bh will eventuaa.ly prevail.

3 : "Fourths. Tolerance and coopsration must be made the
key to administration, In order %o'make the new nation we are
now founding solidly laid within, and respected without; the
privary requisite 1s for us to regard our government as a govern~
ment of the people, by the people and for the people, This
legally constituted government -is based on universal elections.
held in all parts of KOREA where foreigm troops did not inten?ere
s9se  Every Korean citizen must therefors, give this governuent

" . his allegiance and supporu. Korean citizons’ are guarenteed the
. &reat freedoms of eivil liberties, ‘but thuey are not’ guaranteed
" the right to subvert and attempt to overthrow their ”overn“entu
‘Clear warning must be given to those disaifected pers: s, whether
they are conmuniste or not, who believe that they may band

5
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together to overthrow this governmente...s» Democracy involves
universal popular perticipation in government under-a guarantee

of civil rights, but no democratioc government can permlt diggidents
to destroy the government 1tself under the -shleld of civil ¢
livertiesn,

3 “Fifth-- I an detemined to feeate .all my styength to
the inprovement of the. living conditions of our suffering people-
{hether. they be.clty- workers or country farmers, In. the olden

* i days. every. consideration vas given to ma.king easy the lives of )
the '"Yangban! (high civil or military officials), This considen-
ation must end and rust be replaced by & new concept of the
dienity of man, the dignity of labor,.and the, equality of all

3 citlzens %o, opportunity before the law.... ; -

"The sixth and last point to be. emphasized is that

we need economic assistance. To be sure, there were times when
forelgn ald and assistance were considered dangerous to the
nations receiving them, and we should be.careful in asking for
foreign help,. However, the old.idea has glven wey %o a new
concept -0f the relatlonship of nations, great and small, which
recognizes the fundamental-interdependence of all nations, and the
inseparability of .peace and war throughout the whole globe,
Consequently, 'the freedom smd well being of a ‘small natlon is of
deep concern to great powers, . Individually, and throug;: ‘the
United Nations, these powers in the past have shown, and we
believe, in the future will continue to show, thelr belief that it
is in the interest of the whole free world,that the largest
portion of the globe should remain free, Therefore, they have
glven us ald and assistance and they will continue to give us ald
end assistance, not for. selfish, lmperlalistic advantage, bub in
the hope. of the naintenance of the peace of the worlde!

The remainder of RHEE!g addreas dwelt upon the termination
of Military Government and the desire‘for harmonious relations with all
other nations of the world: Specifically mentioned was the promise of
strong "friendly ties" with the UNITED, STATES, CHINA and the PPILIPPINE
ISLANDS, Rega.rdlng the USSR; RHEE stateds

. "'l‘he U"SR is our neighbor and we wieh to live in peace
a.nd friendship with that great nation ', We ask of them only that
they permit us to live .in liberty as we wish then o live in liberty,

:, If the day.comes when they share tthis wish, the Repu'blic of KOREA
will extend the ha.nd. of friendship 4o the USSR, as today it feels
friendship mth the governn.ents of ‘the free world. L)

(2) ""Gggggg;"_’mgA_R’- ‘mmg "(G'e_geral]Ma‘;cim'THURrgsl spesch is
glven in Inclosure #1) (page 17) ey

: .- (3).. Genora) HODGE HODGE: (General ‘HODGE!'s speech 1s given in
Inclosu.re #2.) " (page 19) :

(4) Monei g;;or Ps . BYRNE: . The 'Right Reverend Monsigxor
Pods, !BYRI\E Apostolm Visitor to KOREA. stated°

: : "".p The Holy See has ‘Deen fu:l iv in accord with the
brotherly . concern of the United Ne}.ions, ir. thelr decision to
- send a Commiseinon to KOREA to expedite the cocognition of this
country as a. truly sovereign meriber of -the family of nations.

. 6 w o af 5
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...Surely we may oonfiddntly expec’a the full :
"Bpproval of this govemment by the U.N¢ Ge ral Agsenbly that
" recommended the actusl’ process of itg- election} and meantine d
we hope 'and expect & steady increase.in the nunber of individun._l_ 4
nations that, while awaiting this confirmation, wlll recognize
the new government of KOREAG!

(5) Dr, Rufino LUNA; The Ghalrman 6f -the United Nations
Conmission in KOREA, Dr, LUNA, presented & ‘chronological review of the:
international’ effor'ba made to sécure’ the 1ndependence of KOFZA and
: concluded w:.th the fnllowing rena.rks" *

"Today, we- are gathered here to celebrate ‘the formation
of your new government, organized. by Koreans and run by Koreans
for Koreans,- ' This is'a "Zlorious occasion for you, It is & mile-

- stone on your road to becoming a full mem‘ber of tha family of -
na.tions. /

: "A few minutas ago, you. hoisted your Korea.n national
.- flag, ''Keep that flag flymg by unshekeable national unity, and
3 let 1% remain hoisted. by the unwaverlng patnotism of every Korean,

i { "Ag Chairman of the United Nations Temporury Cormission
on KORuA I extend to you the sincere congratulations of the ;
Govmission on the establishment of your government;® and as
| ‘Representative of the PHILIPPINES, I assure you that it is far k
"better that you have organized’ your own government than never 'bo
: have established it et all."

b. Formgg‘,i on of Oivil Affalrs Section

‘General Oxder No. 30, . d.ated 15 August 1948, and efféotive
152400, established the Civil iffairs Section, Headquarters, United
-States Army Forces in Koreas The functions of the Civil Affairs Section
are defined as follows in Section I of the Order:

¥a, The Civil Affairs Section will make a progressive
end orderly transfer of governmental functions now exercised by
the Cormanding General USAFIK through the United States Army
Military Government in Korea, to the Government of the Republic of
Korea, in accordance with arrangements azreed upon,. when and as

‘epproved by this headquarters, This sectmn will r‘.gulate, coordinate,

and supervise all residual fuﬁctions, ‘pertaining o civil affairs
in ‘connection with the respnnsibilities of the Um.ted States Army
Farces in Xorea,

-"p, To accomplish ‘the prnvi sions of paragraph a, above,

the Civil Affairs Section will coordinate civil affalrs activities
with the operation of the several ‘staff - sectlons of this command,
in conformity with policles established by this and higher head.-
 quarters :t‘ron time to time."

3 Other sections of the Order annou.nced the a.ssignment of
Mg jor Genera.l Charles Go. HELMICK former Deputy Military Governor, to
the Civil Affai*a aection. A

c. 'ﬁg;ationg gith UN’J.‘{‘Q “; ok '_ 4550 :
On 14 August’ the United. Nations Temparary Gonmission on ,.

KOWEA reached. & decision to hold consultations vfith representatives of
',«the Republic of Korea (see W/S #152, page 5),
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On 17 August Foreign Minister CHANG Teik Sang notified UNTSOK
thet he had designated CHANG Myun, CHANG Ki Yung, and KOH Cheng Il
"as representatives of the Foreign Ministxy! €0 conduct consultat:.ons
regardings’ "(1) establishment:of & Security Force; . (2) the arrange-
ments for transfer of authority from the United States Occupation Forces
to the Korean Governmenty and (3) .the withdrawal of foreig. troops
when practicables! S e .

ds The National Assembly

‘ The National Assembly,in adjournment since 05 Auvugust,
reconvened on 16 August, - Activities of the 1egislativa body centered
prinarily on the.propnsed National Traitor Law. The first reading wes
completed on 17 August, On that day, also, the Assembly decided to meet
henceforth only in the mornlngs, the afternoons to 'be reserved for
coznmittee neet:lngs. ¢ o7

'I'he following tm days t-.-ere devoted 1arge1y to further
discussion of the provisions of the “ational Traltor bill and the effect
of such legislation on members of the Government, Although no names
were mentioned, several Assemblymen revealed that they intended to
remove YOO Chin Oh, Director of the 8ffice of Leglslation, by labeling
him a "pro-Japanese" and applying the provisions nf this law when it is
passed, . It was stated that YOO -once advocated the adoption of Japanese
as the national language of KOREA, A motion wes made forning & nime-man
committee’ to- investigate national traitors presently holding office
in the Government and subrit names of persons considered to be in this
category along elth a letter of recormendation to the Executive Branch
of the Government requesting the exclusion of all national traitors fron
the administration., The motion carried by & vote of 112 to 11, out of
169 present, ;

In reply to a proposal that merbers of the National Assembly
be simllarly investigated, the: Cheirman of the Investigation and
Qualification Committee stated that the Assemblymen hed alreacy met the
qualification of the National Election Law and were no 1onger subject to
investigation as "pre-Jepanese, "

2., Disintegration of the Modérates

The reiteration of disapproval of the North Korean separate govern-
ment moves by KIM Koo and KIM Kyu Sik and their organizations has result-
edin developments indicating thet open breaks are imminent -between the
right and left factions of the parties which belong to the SOCIETY FOR
_ THE ACCELERATION OF UNIFIED INDEPENDENCE and the NATIONAL INDEPENDENGE
: FEDERATION' ¥

These developments were precipitated by the NIF announcenent that
12 of its merbers would be expelled from the Federation unless they can
disprove that.they have aided the esta.'blishment of a’ governnent in North
KOREA (see V’/S #152, page Ot :

While pol:ltical observers conmented variouslv on the new
attitude" of the two KIMg, reports were received that the dissension in
the moderate parties had progressed sufficiently to split the components
of the. "nom—conmu.nist ‘opposition to separate governments,'

Due to the continued absence of HONG Mjong Hi,: chairman of the
Democratic Indepengence Party, who has not returned from North KOREA,
after partioipating/the first PYONGYANG Conference, the DIP hes been unable
to make a public statement clarifying its position with regard to f;he
North Korean governnent, Lesser officials. are divided on the ‘course of
action to be followed, (B~2) KYU Sok Hyun, chief of the Political
Bureau of DIP, announced his resignation from that position on 12 August
because, he said he was incapable of resolving differences between
DIP factions, (B-a)

8
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v

“3," Civil Unrest'

a. Police Action igainst Violent sléments -

; ulthouvh over twenty reports, evaluated from F to B, have been
rcceived that the South Korea- Labor' Party had issued instructions for. conmaunist
violence ‘on 15 uuﬁust, no incidents were reported. ' Persistent police action
against the communists throughout South ‘KORE.. was intensified during the :
period 05-13 .ugust, vhen police arrested more than-2,000 reported agitators
or rioters. In addition to, the effect of this operation, a factor contributing
to the peacefulness of the week-end, was a- South Korea Labor' Party directive
instructing all South &orea cell leaders to' arrive in North KGRE. on or before
25 iugust. Tt is assuned that the leaders  cagerly decidedthat this dircctive
took procedence over tne ‘one requlrlng them to confront the pollce.

b, Guerrllla Forces on CHHJU-DC

Small groups -of guerrilla forccs,'con51st1ng of staff and
training personnel, are reportedly in the CHEJU-DO ilountains. Guerrilla .
headquarters iz not stationary, but moves frequently to avoid police and
Constabulary action. .

Personnel for guerrilla units are drawn from villagés and:
tovns as the occasion dictates and upon completion of their mission, return
to their homes. -During an assignment villagers are subjected to intense
training and receive actual experience by participating-in raids. Included.
in the raider organization and fully utilized in their operations is a
well-organized and efficient spy and lookout system. ‘idded to this '
professional assistance is the gencrally sympathetic aLtltude of thc;islanders.

" Due to the systen of gucrrllla operations, the chan es of per-
sonnel from active to inactive status, the switching of weapons fron one
raider unit to another, and the recalling and reissuing of weapons by raider
lcaders, ;it is impracticable to estimate the number of men and arms which can
be mustered by the guerrillas at any given time, .ccording to verified
1n;ornahlon, the rdldero have an cstlmatcd 12 Jmerican carbines and 25 -1
rifles which were obt ained by raids on the policé or through deserters from
the Constabulary. In addition a considerable number of Japanese ‘99 rifles,
as well as some Japanese hand grenades, are known to be in the raider hends.
Several Japanese machine guns in the possession of guerrillas are believed
to be inoperable.

During this period the police are bearing the brunt of the
offensive action against the raiders. The Constabulary is engajed primarily
in recruiting, reorganizing and training; however, in the course of its
training some action to assist the police is taken.
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¢. Communist Violence -

(1) Veekly Violence Summary

4 sunmary of acts of violence involving comaunists
for the week as reported up to 20 .august is as follows:

: o o}
Rt b L3} + .
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Poiice kiiled :
Rightists killed
Communists killed Tl i ik
Demonstrations,
disorders, arson &
abtacks rightists AL

Attack govern—

ment buildings

Sabotage (communica-
tions)

Sabotage (RR lines)

Sabotage (Lloads)

Sabotage (Bridges)

Sabotace (Power)

Strikes (Labor)

Strikes (Schools)

(2) Delayed Reports Covering Last iieck

Delayed reports of incidents which occurred during
the week ending 13 August but vhich were not carried in last week's
surmary (See 1i/S 152, page 11) are:

Seoul

Kyongei Do

Cholla Namdo

Chclls Pukto
he ju Do
TOTaL

Fukto
¥yons sang
Namdo
Kyongsang
Puktc

Chungchong
Narda
Chung chonr

Kangwon To

e}

attacks on tovms

attacks on police

Police killed

N i
N
Lo

Rightists killed

Demonstrations
disorders, arson &
attacks on rightists

Attacks on govern-

ment buildings

Sabotage (communica-
; tions)

Sabotage (RR lines)

Sabotage (Roads)

Sabotaze (Bridges)

Sabotage (Power)

Strikes (Labor)

Strikes (Schools)
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(3) 1946 Communist Activities in South KORE\

JAN {FEB IR FAPR [ILAY | JULY: AUG

Attacks on towns !
on police 130
11Ted : 33
iizhtists killed & 1l
Communists. killed 7L
Disorders, demonstra-
tions, arson, attacks
on rightists! offices
and homes
{ttacks on govern-—
ment buildings
Sabotage (communica-— ;
tions) 53 i
Sabotage (RR lines) ) &
Sabotagze (Locomotives) 0]
Sabotage (roads) L3
Sabotage (bridges) 6
Sabotage (power)
Strikes (labor) 5 ik
Strilcs (school) )

,_.
R SH ]

A i

R \*)
=

d. Other Violence

(1) No rightist inspired acts of violence were reported during
the pericd, i i

(2) A sumnary of acts of violence on the part of persons of
unknovm political affiliation as reported up to 20 August 19L8, is as follows:

i Do
-
2
hong

ungc
Pukto
a Namdo

3
3

)

GCI

Nando
Namdo

D
L

Chungchong

Cholla Pukto
yongsang

Kyongsang

C
Choll

Kyong
Kangrion Do

Pukio
{Cheju Do

ASsassination
anti-grain |
collection
Political
terrorisn
Demonstreation
Resistance to
arrest
Arson
Unclassified
Attacks on
police
Attacks on
individuals
Sabotagze (commu-
nication)

Sahotage.. (power.)
Sabotage..(hridges
Strikes. (Labor)
Strikes. (schools)
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(3) Delayed Reports covering Last Vieck
. Delayed reports of inciednets involving - other ’ohan communists
which occurred during -the week endlng 13 jugust but which weré not’carried in
lasb week's swmmary are:

NS
seO e

‘anti-grain

..collaction ' N
Political
......... terrorion
Demonstration 2) 2 1 5
Resistance to i
arrest 3 3
1 1 2.

Abtacks on
_____ police g
.x‘btacks on
dividuals -
Sabotage (commu-
...hications)
Sabotage (rail-
o Foad, lings)
..Sabatage. (povier.)
__Sabotage. (bridges)
Strikes.. (laheor)
Strikes (school) ; dha At

(L) Monthly swmary of acts of violence on the part of persons
of unknowm political affiliation: :
JULY : LUG*

=3
(=)
el
=

W i i At ool inoi O B

Lesassination
anti-grain collection
Political terrorism
Demonstrabion
Resistance to arrest
wrsen
Unclassified
Lhacks..on.police
wrtacks on individuals
.Szhotage..(comunications) AL
_Sabotaze. (railroad lines)
age (poirer)
: aze (bridzes)
S es (Labor) S
Strikes (school) 1 i i,

i

n

t
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EHNEGECHEENEN

N I i A0 A A0 I I

% Incomplete
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CIVIL, YUNREST CHART
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C. WAR FOTENTIAL
1l Ecanomic - Cnai;-of-Livinﬁ
COSt—of-—llvm items in Sm\ﬂ.* rema:mno. sta'bl° dur:.nr the week
’nclln,g\ 14 -August, Pollshad. rice, selling at 1200 won ver small mal
(16.7.1bs) and barley, r“tallms, at "800 'won per small mal, showed .
drops, Rice declined 4% and ‘barley 2. 1% over the.previous perind,

Charcoal rose 18% (Source: WNational Price Administration).

Cost of Livina Items Checked in SEOUL (13-20 August)

- ral:.shed rice . 5 Matches Flannelettn

~ Barley : Beef Kwang-mak (cloth)
Wheat Flour = Pork 3 Silk myungju (cloth)
Soy veans : Beas : Silk snok soo (cloth)
Red beans . Radishes Anthracite
Dried myungtai (fish) Xoresan caboage Firswnod 4
Surar Rubber shoes g Cottor socks
Salt - Laundry soah 4 Charcoal - .

Soy sauce "

RICE PRICE SUMHARY — MONTHLY AVERAGES
Unit: 1 swall wal (16.67 lus.)

JaN  FEB MAR AFR MAY JUNE JULY 20 SUG*

SE0UL ¢ 743 746 707 655 740 895 1033 1310
KANGWON IO 791 860 772 750 816 920 X .
CHUWGCHONG PUKTO 586 657 654 600 - 723 943 X
CHUNGCHUNG NAMDO. 630 662 613 576 660 860 X

KYONGSANG FUKRTO 541- 550 502 550 583 807 X

KYONGSANG NAMDO -650 707 650 640 6656 868 X

CEOLLA PUKTO 608 608 550 566 703 -850 X

CHOLLA TAMDY 568 575 508 541 728 875 X

CHEJU 10 733 680 617 7400 733 983 X

AVERAGE 648 676 619 659 706 889 X

OTURCE: l\atmn?l Price Administration (excant for 20 August vrice).

* 30 iur Price! Seurce — Onen markat (5) in Snoul orice is for new
small mel (18.48 1lbs, or 10 lz.ters) which most merchants began using
‘durinz this week,

2. . Population

a. Surrendered and Disarmed: Wo Chanze: 179,376

b. Prozrsss of Revatristion | . This Perind To Date

Jananese Civilians Arrivine from

N of 38° W'KOREs, CHINA and MANCHURIA 0 : 288,532
Jananese Bvacuated to JACAN : 98 : 884,296
Total Koreans Returning 2,371% 2,157,074
ATotal Renatriateé Movod Since.'lS Auzuét 1945 3,041,727

c. Koreans Apnrehended Whils Attemptina Ilieaal

Entry to JAPAN 24,838

* Incomplete
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XXIV CORPS G-2 W/S #153 PART I
D. PSYCHOIOGICAL
The Press

dcclaim of the farmiticn 4f the #a¥ernment ‘and the third anniver—
gary nf Korean Liberation en 15 duzust highlichted the editnrial acti~
vity of the Seoul press during the veriod.: .Prosminent were the acco-
lades deliversd: "the agreatest day in our 5,000 .years of history,!"
"a day for national rejoicing," "Korean independence has finally bo-
come a reality," "a ray of hdme..for each of our 30 millinn penple,"
"holy tears for ‘the liberatipn,..." .

Most editnrs, however, followinz 1ofty introductinons, took the
onvortunity tn azain relste the tragedy of tho 38th varallel. In
aeneral right-wing newsvapsrs expresssd a sincere desire for unity but
they offered no salution for the eradicotion 0f the boundary betweoen
the zones of accuvatisn. Maderate writers, on the ather bhond, saw the
crux of the ‘vroblem in the inability of the United States and the So-
viet Union, nnt the Horsans, t7 reach azresment on the threc—year-nld
issue. Since the decision tn utilize the 38th parallel {n facilitate

the disarmament .of the Japanese trnnns, said modarate MINJU ILBO
(Domncratic Nows), Korea, as well as many other pldces where thers has
baen direct U,S.~-Soviet contact, had "arown hotter" in the frictisn
botween the two idenrl~zics.. The result, 1t was asserted, is "politi-
cal confusinn and nat10nal poverty."

lModorate CHA Yuu oHIN MUN (Korean Free Prcss) summarized the causss
for vrescnt U.S.=Soviet conflict (particularly the Americen scomomic
aid program and the Berlin situation) and exorsssed the hone that moans
for an anmicrble resslution nf differences betwsen the twe FPowers would
bs evnlved in the quadrspartite discussisns in Moscow. The editor
stated that the continued divisinn of ‘Gormany cannnt be blamed nn the
Gormans; Xorsans are nnt résponsible for the sver—tizhtening draw—
strine arnund the waist ‘of their country.. In both instances, conflict
betwoon the U.S. and the UoSn is causin~ sconomic suffocatinon and grim
DOllth“l mqnlfest<t10ns. )

indorate HAN SUNG ILBY (Seaul Daily) nlsn crumented despondently
an the malnutrition of the Knrean penonle caused by the 38th warallel,
the nation's . "hardened artery." This wmaver, ownod by AHN Chai Hona,
former SKIG Civil Administrator, declared it was the "holy missinn of .
the Korcan neople" to rscover the sriginal boundarics af their country.
"4 brautiful future adorned by mOdﬂsty and cﬂnvorqtlﬂn" was awaited by
writer of this adltﬂrlnl

Rin htxst KYZNG HYANG SHIN MUN (Rural snd Urban News) hnd an "un-
happy feeling" that "auspicious clouds will hang nver Sout: KORZTA Y
Desoite the efforts »f the "traitors" who pervetrated murdsr, vinlence,
and destruction durins the electinn perind, said this Cathnlic araon,
the Nation~l Assembly wns formed, tho President clected and ths Hinis—
tors named.. The nation is beset with difficultiss, however, wrimarily
in uniting the leadership nf diverament factions. Reconciliatinn »f
the differences which havs encourazed drastic vartitionins in South

- Knrean politics was urged by the editors.. The naver was nf the npin-
inn that the acceptance of pasitinns in the cabinet by IEZ Chong Chun
and North Koroan refusee spokesman LEE Yun Yonz were stsps in the
right directinn, KIM Kyu Sik's actinn in desnsuncing the North Korean
zoverpmont and the plan t9 oxmel Communist-symoathizing membsrs of the
Natinal  Indspendence Federation would also tend to lessen the politi-~
cal rivalry in South Korsa; for the sake of "the.fatherland! the writsr
8aid that .the nation would be "grateful if KIM Koo would alsn conperats
with tho nsw zhvernment.": ki 2 : . o

E. SLBUTAGE AND ESPIUNAGE
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President RIEE. you and. the distingui shed group whidh hae been
dhosen to, assist you in the leadarshlp of this infant Tepublic will
face issues of the most, conplex nature ¥nown to political experlences
The manner in which these issues are resolved will determine in large
measut's not only, tle unﬁy ahd Well Being of your own pecple but
also the futurs bta‘bill‘by £ thé conbineht of Asia, ‘I have faith in
you and your colth i‘men and priy that Almighty God mey sustain you
in your hallowed tabke

RO A HARRAANRH
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ADDHESS BY LT. GEN. JOHN R, HODGE

_ UPON THE 0GOASION OF KOREAN. CELEBRATION
- OF FORMATION'OF COVERNMENT OF'THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA ' -\

15 August 1948

Mr, President, members-of the' Cabinet,:distinguished: guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen ¢ SR SR L : g

Of ti® many ce¥drations I have attended since ny. arrival in Korea
almost three years ago, I consider the one today to be the most
» significant and the one that will live longest in the memery of all
G of us present here, This celebratinn of the formatinn of the Govern.-
ment of the Republic of Korea on the third anniversary of VJ Day marks
an outstanding achievement frr the Korean penple,

The attitude of the United States toward this new Government wes
expressed in the statement made in Washington and released here last
Friday, I quotet i :

It 1s the view of the United States Government that
the -Korean Government so established is ‘entitled to be regarded
as the Government of Korea envisaged by the General Assenbly
Resolutions of November 14, 1947, -Pending consideration by the
General Assembly at its forthcoming Third Session of the report
of the United Nations Temporary Commission on Koréa, the Unitad
States, pursuant to its responsibility as occupylng power, is
sonding to Seoul a Special.Represeniative who will be authorized
to carry on negotiations with that Government, in consultation with
the United Nations Temperary Commission on Korea, concerning the
implementation of the further provisions set farth in paragraph
4 of the second of the General Assembly Resolutions of November
14, 1947, ' As such Special Representative the President has named
the Honorable John J,:MUCCIO of Rhode Island,; who will have the
personal rank of Ambassador,

~

All of us here today; Koreans, Americans and members of the
United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea heve traveled together in
recent 'months over-a tortudus’and often confusing paths It is my
deep conviction that we may take pride in: the accomplishments we 5
celebrate today, Working through democratic processes, self-government
has been established for over two thirds of the Korean people, A1l
of us here and throughout the free nations of the world hopc and pray

that 1% wlll soon be extended to all Koreans,

In our delebration we must keep in mind that additional and
difficult steps must still be taken in order to attain fully our
mutual desires for a united and independent Korea as a member of the

. family of free nations, ‘We must resolve to continus our resolute
forward progress with no hesitation and no backward ateps, I say e
mush, do these things because the Koreans;, the United Nations and the

’ Americans rust continue to work together to make this achievement a
continuing success, §o)

The Koreans rust sta®iize their government by .giving it compiqte
and loyal support, They must use every means in their power to achieve
and meintain unity among their people and unity of thelr land.
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The Koreans and Americans must w'oz;k'togethor and cooperate complefe~
1y during the coming transition period to assure an orderly and
progressive turnover of governmental affairs in the best interests of
Korean unity, security and etebility., I can promise that we Americans
will do everything we can to assist in stabilizing the Korean Government
until 1% completes ite adjustment. in internal and oxternal affalrs.

Koreans and. Americans all, hope that tho United Nations Temporary
Cormission on Korea will successfully complete the misslon outlined by
the United Nations General Assembly last November and reeffirmed by the
United Nations Interim Committee last February, We also hope that the
United Nations General Assenbly will approve fully the important steps
we have ta.ken here since last ‘January, :

Only by all-.out effort, teanwork 811(1 mut;ual sympathy and und.er-
standing can all of us together carry out the task of maintaining the
sovereignty of Korea free of foreign controls, The results we attain
will have great influence on peace throughout the worlds

This ceremony marks the beginning of the turn-over of governmental
functions to the new Korean Government in the area under United States
control, .In order to avoid :serious disruption in the affairs of . governsw
ment and the lives.of the people, this turn-over must be dona working
together in an orderly and progressive manner, Conferences between
representatives of the United States and the South Korean Interim .Govern-
mentand representatives of :the Government of the Republic of Korea on
the turn~over will begin tomorrow under such observation of and consulte
ations with the United Hations Commission as:it wishes to carry out,
Transfer ‘of government ad.min1stra.1.ion from the. South Korean Interim
Government to the Korean Government wlll.be completed.as.rapidly as
possible consistent with uninterrupted functioning of 2ll governmental
and econonic activities, A representative of the government of the
United States with anbassadorial rank is at this time enroute from
Washington to Korea to take over coordination of: negotiatmns for the
United States, . He will arrive in a few. daya.

Effective at nidnight tonight, the United States Military Govern—
ment in Korea ceases to exist and a Civil Affairs Section of the Heade
quarters of the.United States Forces in EKorea is established, The
Civil Affeirs Section will complete the turning over of essential contzols
to the new Korean Government, and will carry on residuval duties of
-Military Goverment d.uring the transition period,

'~As Gommanding General of .ﬁhe United States Forces in Koreca, I -
reiterate the promise that the Americans here stand ready to <> every-
thing within their capabilities to assist the new govermnent you have
now esta.'blishedq g

Both efficially as.the. United States’ Command.er in Korea, and
personally as a.friend of Koreans, I express best: good wishes that the
Government of the Republic of Korea will have stability, long life, full
support of the entire people of Korea and brilliant success in all ;i
its undertakings g

kA ol ko kK ek
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