1948. 08. 20. =

G-2 PemzopIC gpanr - /Y

190800/ Aug L8
200600/T iug L8

Headquarters, USAFIX
2 Seoul, Korza

oo e ER T 1000/ 20 August 1948

14PS:  KOREZL, 1/250,000
Bastern ASIX, 1/1,000,000
1. ARIED FORCES

2. North Korean Constabularymen are reported to have fired an un-
knovm number of rounds at South Xorean farmers vorking in rice fields
at TAECHI (1163-1896). South Korean police returned the fire and the
Horth KoreansConstabulary withdréw. (CIC P/R ;#195. C=3)

b. Firefight dlong Parallel

At 162020 August 5 South Korean policemen from the Y.MNGTONG-NI
(1072-1696) police box went to the 38th parallel to investigate the
alleged kidnapping of a South korea cattle merchant by 5 Worth Xorean
Constabularymen. .hen the South Xoresn police arrived at the parallel

. -&épproximately 20 HKC were observed 30 yards south of the parallel.
The IKC fired at the South Torean police and the ensuing firefight lasted
until 2120 hours, at which tine police reinforcenents arrived and the
H.C withdrew. Each side fired approxinately 60 rounds of a-munition.
o casuelties were reported. (CIC £/R .195. C-=3)

COIiNT:  This was vprobably the beginning of the firefight
vihich was, reported in F/R 91L and 915 to have started at 162000 Aurust

and lasted until 171200 Aususi.

2. PCOLITIC.L ACTIVITITS

a. U.S.-Xorean Representatives Hold First iieeting

The U.Sv-Horean Hegotiation Board held its first meeting on 16
suzust and issued the following statement to the press:

"The first meetinz of Xorean and American representatives to
negotiate the initisl transfer of public funds and property from the
South Korean Interim Governuent to the Government of the Republic of
R@REA convened on 16 iugust in the Civil iffairs Headquarters Building.

The ¥orean delegation, headed. by Prime Ilinister LEZ Bum Suk,
includes Foreign iiinister CHAIG Paik Seng and Internal affairs Jinister
U Chi Younz. The American representatives are iajor General C. G.
Helmick, chief of the CGivil .iffairs Section, XXIV Corps, and ir. iverett
Drumright, Counselor of the U.S. Diplomatic liission. Both delegations
will be supslemented by advisors as the need arises.

General- lielnick opened the first session by outlining sugzested
procedure to be-followed and subjects to be discussed. ‘The ne-oviations
i1l be concerned with conditions under which the tools of government,
principally public properties and monies, will be handed over in an
orderly fashion to the government of the Republic of Korea.!

B0,

b. Political Representatives Go To North Horea

9,

On 2l July 15'Fepresentatives of the LAiBORING 1LiSSTSt PARTY, - ..
headed by the. Chairman,. [ANG Soon, reportedly left for North XORE: to
participate in the 25 sugust election. Five of these individuals All
be candidates for the North Horean .issembly and the remaining 10 will:
be voters. (GIC P/R ,195, C-3) B ia
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c. Communists ixpected To Canpaign on Outlyin:, Islands g_f__C}-XOLT.,A—
m; DO

To. add to their '"votes! for the 25 auzust -election commmists
are expected to secure sisnatures from 1nmub1tants of the smell islands
off the Korean coast in the vicinity of :/0KPQ (910—1;00) Itiis
reported that 6,000 signatures can be obtained from CHIN-DC (926-1301),
8,000 from .ifJ/A-DO (912-1303), 5,000 from CHA UN-DO (905—-,18) and
4,500 fron /& T.I-DO (910-1303). Six men from 10KPC reportedly have
besn selected to ;o to these islands and secure as meny sisnatures
as possible. (CIC S/I, 12 iurust. B-3)

3. CIVIL UIREST

a. Comaunist Terrorism

" (1) siznal Fires On CHsJU-DO (Delayed Report)

During the nisht of 1l .ugust wore than 50 siznel fires
were observed on hizh points on CHiJU-DC. The persons who built the
fires shouted "{orean Feople's Republic, :.ansai," and departed before
‘the police arrived. (CIC P/2 i#195., a-2) g

b. Rightist Terrorism

Negative °

c. Terrorism By Unidentified Groups

Negative
L. PSYCHOLOGICAL

Translation of SIOUL liewspapers. (See Incl. /1)

5. SABOTAGE Ai'D ESPIOH.ACGE

Hega‘tive

6, INTSL TJIG,_..!C,‘“ CONCLRNTING J..CENT ARELS

2. Chr:l.stla.ns Being arrested In North Xorea

The lNorth Korean police are revortedly : atching all Christians
and students since the establislment of the South Korean government and
have .arrested many of them for no reason other than that they attended
religious services. :any people are being forced to work on Sundays
to prevent them from conzregating. (CIC P/R 7195, C—3)

COMEENT: Althouzh it is doubtful that attendance .of religzious
services is grounds for arrest it has been noted in the past Ehat
ool:Lt:Lcal meetln'fs and additional work have been scheduled for
Sundeys and persons attending reliczious services rather than the
political meetings or reporting for work, irere subject to questioning
and possible arrest.

b. orth Koreans issemble At Parallel On Liberation Day.

~ On 15 iuzust an estimated LOO to 500 llorth Korcan civilians
assenbled opposite the U.S. Army outpost ;23 on a school ground in
rorth CHUJON-NI (1089-1696.3). Three Horth Korean:Constabularymen were
reportedly among the crowd behaved and dispersed in an, orderly manner .,
(CIC 2/R 195, B-2) :
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Under the provisions of par 22a (1), =i 360-5, 15 .aug L5, authority is
hereby granted for destruction of this document after it has served its
purpose, and is of no further value to the receiving agency. This
authority is extended to cover destruction of previous issues of this
publication in accordance vith the foregeing instructions.
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