1948. 06. 18. =

SOUTH XOREA

'-From 111200/1 Ju.1e 48
- To. :3: 181200/F June 48

Headquarters, USARIK
Seoul, Korea
‘18 June 1948

Yoo 144 ;
Mapss KORZA, 1/250,000
Bast 4SIA,  1/1,000,000

A. ARIED FORCES
le Strength (Secrot)

Polices 34 900
Constabularys 60,954 (including 26,116 recrults)
Coast Guards: 2, 999 (imcluding 13L cadets)

2. Operstional Activity  (Confidential)
a, Boxrdor Incidents

At 141045 June three Americans and two Koreans were fired upon by
Worth Xorean Constabularynen whilo on route to inspect the irrigation
reservoir at (836,4-1697.9) Ong Xorcan nember of the party was slightly
| wowdeds  (4-1)
At 142140 June a South Korcan police patrol was ambushed noar (91041~
1695,9) by Forth Korean Constabularymens One South Korean was woundeds (C-3)

02 14 June the niaamb South Xorean Coast Guard vessel "KOWOIl" yas
reported by Radlo PYOUGYANG to have landed at VOLISAW (1040-1830) o (Rad:.o
PYONGYANG)

At 151020 June South Korean police ‘at (1090,6~1696+4) were fired
upon fro:m north of the parallel by North Korean Constabularymens (c=3)

At 171030 June a large group of the Worth Korean Constabulary crossed
the parallel near (919,3-1693,8) and molested “outh Korean .farmers uatil
forced to 1dthdraw by South Korean polices (B-3)

At 171730 June a DAI DONG YOUTH nmember, while patrolling the parallel
with five other nembers, was wounded by two of about 30 rounds of rifle fire
 from about 60 North Korean Constabualrymene The South Korean patrol was
" located at (91642-169646) whersas the IKC were located at’ (916 3-159741)s
(Police report)

OOMIENT; The first incident listed above occurred at the saue place
at vhich-a growp of Americans and Koreans was fired upon on 26 May 1948 (See
W/S #141). The letters of 29 ilay and 02 June to the Soviet Cormander con~
corning attacks on Americans renain u.nanswered..

- The number of incidents v'eported th:l.s week, 5, is a sharp decline
fronm the totals of the past two weeks, 9o It nmay be that this decline 'is the
result of new orders'to the South Korean police to avo:Ld. contact with Horth
Xoreans vhenever possi‘ble. :

. by Congtab Acoocx«:mui)o

The Constabulary conple'bed Jpera‘oion Order Fumber 4o Fifty-three
prisozers were taken, 4 raiders were lilled atterpting to escape and raider,
supply points contalning about 2 tons of miscellaneous supplies were captured.

LThe igland commander believes that operations in the mountains are corpletes

- l oy NE zr 0}0

O=Xt& Il 595



596 H|F4-3At

XXIV CORPS G2 W/S #144 PART I

Be CURRENT INTELLIGENCE
1, National Assembly

as Proceedings

" During the period covered the National Assembly met six timese
The major lssues considered were: a resolution inviting North Xoreans to
hold a free election and participate im the Natilonal Assembly; selection
of a new YNominating Committee; approvael of the Nominating Committee!s
proposalsy bombing incident of LIANCOURT ROCKS (see para D); and the
summer grain collectifn program,

: At the 12 Jung session, a resolution expressing the sentiments
of the National Assembly toward its fellow countrymen in North KOREA was
adopteds The resolution pointed out that the CAIRO and POTSDAM Conferences
had promised Korean independence but that trusteeship, as proposed by the
MOSCOW Agreement, was not the proper solution, ’lherefore_b the USLUSSR
Joint Commission had failed and it was necessary for the United Nations to
solve the problem by holding a free election in the area where it was
posseible, It commisserates with the North Koreans because they could not
hold a free election due to the Soviet boycott of the UN Resolution, and
it concludes with the statement: ;

"Hereby we, all the members of the National Assembly,
resolve to express our sincerest desires to our fellow
countrymen in North KOREA:

"We hope you, our fellow countrymen in North KOREA, will
hold a general election soon in a free atmosphere, in
accordance with the UN Resolution as we did, and elech
the true representatives of the people, sending them to
the National Assembly (to sit with us)e"

k On the same day a new Nominating Committee was approved by the
Assembly (pa.ragraph b, below),

At the 15 June session a motion was made calling for &nvestigation
of the bombing of Korean fishing vessels by American aircraft on 08 June
off LIANCOURT ROCKS, which was reported in all local newspaperses Tho
Assembly approved an amended motion to refer the question to the Foreiem
Affairs Comnittees On 16 June, a representative of the Commanding General,
USAFIX, made a statement for him to CHANG Myun, of the Foreign Affairs
Committee, assuring him that no Koreaw-based planes were involved in any such
reported incident, that an investigation was under way and as soon as
completed a full report would ‘be made, and that if it was found that UsSe
forces were responsible the UNITED STATES would do everything possible to
compensate and comfort the bereavede

A question pertaining to the continuance of the sunmer grain
collection program came up before the assembly on 15 June and was referred to
the Committee on Agriculture for inquiry and reports

. &

By a unanimous vote, the National Assembly adopted a resolution
of appreciation for friendly remarks toward KOREA made by the President of
the UNITED STATES on 12 June at :Berkeley, Californisae

COMMENT:  CHD Bong Am, representative from INCHON who claimg
%o be an anti-Stalin communist showed pro-Stalin prejudices during the debate
on the resolution adopted at the 12 June sessions CHO opposed the proposed
resolution because it was not "promUSSR,"  He said he would oppose such an
anti~USSR resolution outside of the Assenbly alsoe
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XXIV GORPS G. W/S #144  PART I

A portent of a possi‘bla trond may have been revesled during
the 12 June meeting, During debate on the resolution passed by the Assembly .
on that date, SHIN Ik Hi, in the chair, on'three different occasions
refused to recognize Dr, RHEE ywhon the latter sought the floors On
Lssues of greater imporsance, SHIN Ik Hi is reputed to be prepared to
oppose RHEE, Should SI.IN support the HANKOOK DEMOCRATIC PARTY..sponsored
draft constitution, wrich is to be presented to the Assembly on 21 June,
the provi #lon for a Pasime Minister and a responsible cabinet may be
adopted over RHEE!s ¢ bjections,

be Oommitiees

The Ccnstitution Committee during the week debated and adopted
a draft constituton to be presented to the National Assembly on 21 Junes
A major chenge in the original draft prepared by YU Chin Ho, member of the
special committee of legal assistants appointed to advise the Constitution
Conmittee, was the rejection of the bicameral system of government in favor
of a unicamersl bod¥, The controversial article calling for the creation of
a cabinet and prime minister was upheld by thc committees

A new Nominating Committee composed of 19 members was selected
on 12 Jwne to nominate the required number of members of the nine Standing
Comnittees provided for under the House Rulese

Yominations of members to the following eommittees, as required
by Article 16 of the House Rules, were approved by the Assembly on 17 Junes

COMMITTEER . MEMBERSHIP
1y Legislative and Judigial 20
2y Foreign Affairs and National Defense 30
B3a Internal Affairs and Pudlic Peace 20
4, Fiscal and Econonmlc 40
5, Industrial, Labor, and Agricultural 40
6o Iducation and Welfare 20
7¢ Transportation and Communication 15
8y Qualifications 15

9y Discipline : 15

Co I‘actions and Parties

I’hree partias .ox. f actions have thus far developed pronmwce in
the National Assembly:

(1) The HANKOOK DEMOGRATIC PARTY ‘claims 86 members of whonm
about 70 are reported to be amenable to disciplinces

(2) Mo SAM IL Club, headed by SHIN Ik Hi and LEE Chung Chun,
was formed in oppos:.tion to the HIDP and claims approximately
60 mem‘bers. :

(8) On 10 June The II\T.DEPENDENT Olud | vas formed by nerging the
YOOK I1 (6-1) and the MINU Club, Led by CHO Bong Am, (see
comment par B, 1, a) the II\IDEPENQENGE Club claims a
membership of 52 representatlves and appears to represent
1eftlst politlcal v1ewse

COMMENTS Factions within the various clubs make it difficult to
deternine clu’b ior flparty! strength, On any issue which may arise, SHIN Ik Hi
is said to be, a‘cle to deliver 24 votes and LEE Chung Chun 13, The INDEPENDENCE
Club ie composed. of members without common objectives who may be e@ectcd to

split a.part in 2 strong conteste
; " DECL
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XXIV CORPS G-2 W/S #144  PART I

Other clubs previously reported, such as the YOUNG MEN!S Club,
do not now appear to be separate political organizations,

de i with UNTCOK

. UNTCOK has failed to place itself on record as formally
recognizing the Korean National Assembly, Determined efforts have been
made by individual members of the Commission to obtain UNTCOK recognition
of the National Assembly, but so far they have met an equally adament
oppositions

COMMENT: A resolution adopted by the Commission on 10 June
informing the representatives to the National Assembly that UNTCOK "is
nov ready for such consultation as the elected representatives may
request" carefully avoided any reference to the Korean National Asserblye
De facto recognition however, appears to have been made since the cover .
letter was addressed to "Dr, Syng Man RHEE, Chairman of the Korean
National Assemblye" This issue is still under debate at UNTCOK,

os Roster of National Assenbly Officers and Committees (Unclassified,

A roster of Korean National Assembly Officers and Coimittees

followss
NAME L.RTY
Chairmans RHEE Syng Man NBAKI
Vico-Chairmaens ; SHIN Ik Hi WSAKT
KIM Dong Won HDP
Secrovary Genorals Dr, CHUN Kyu Hong (non-member)
Liaison Committeet (5 members)
YUN Chi Yung Kwyce
LEE Han Koo KIP
CHANG X1 Yung HDP
CHANG Myun INDEPENWDENT ¥
KIM Doo Yun HDP
Ways & Means Cormittess (3 merbers)
KIM Joon Yun HDP
PAIK Kyan Soo HDP
KIM Sang Don INDEPENDENT
Correspondence & Press Cormittee: (3 members)
HUE Jong 2 HDP
CHUNG Hai Jun . NSAKI
LEE Han Bal INDEPENDENT
Cormittee on Ruless (15 members)
SUE Chung Hi., Chairmen HDP 5
YUN Chi Yung HDP i
RHEE Yoo Sun NSAKI
CHUNG Koo Chan (San) N KI
» SUNG Nal Su NSAKT
S KIN Hyung Dong INDEPENDENT
\ Ql‘ | BAI Hoon INDEPENDENT
‘LV. KIM Bong Doo INDEPENDENT
;:ﬁ i CHUNG Kweng Ho HDP
;5@ | KIM Cheng Wul INDEPENDENT
e= KIM Yak Soo KOREA REPUBLICAN PARTY
=T RHEE Won Hong NSAKT
1& 5 | CHOI Yoon Dong " HDP :
ae CHUN Chin Han DAT HAN LABOR LEAGUE
< i CHANG Ki Yung 2 INTEPENDENT
*Catholic leader Constitution
6
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XXIV CORPS G-2 W/S #144

Constitution Drafting Cormittees

PART I

TAME EARTY

(30 nembers)
SU Sang I1, OChairman HDP

1EE Yun Yung, Vice Chairmen CDP :
LEE Chung Chun DAL DONG YOUTH

CHO Bong 4n INDEPENTENT
SU Sung Dal NSAKI

HONG Ik Pyo INDEPENDENT
KIM Kyung Bal INDEPENDENT
KIM Hyo Suk NSARI

PAK Hai Keuk INDEPENDENT
K00 Choong Hoi INDEPENDENT
HUH Jong HDP

KIM Sang Duk MIN TONG
ILEE Kang Oo INDEPENDENT
CHUNG Do Yung NSAKI

KIM Ik Ki WSAKY

CHO Hun Yung HDP

YUN Byung Ho' INDEPENDENT
Y00 Hong Uyl INDEPENDENT
LEE Han Koo INDEPENDENT
LEE Chong Lin INDEPENDENT
XIM Myung In INDEPENDENT
CHOI Kyu Ok - VSAKI

PAIK Kwen Soo HDP

0 Yong Kook HDP

SHIN Hyun Don NSAKI

YOON Suk Koo INDEPESDENT
0 Suk Choo WEAXI

XIM Joon Yun HDP

KIM Ok Choo INDEPENDENT
Y00 Sung Kap TAN MIN

Outside Specialists Assisting the Constitution Drafti;:xg Committees

RO Chin Sul,
YU Chin O,

KO Pyung Kook,

KWON Sung Yul,

IM Moon Hwen,
€HA Yun Hong,
YUN Kil Choong,

XIM Yong Kun,

(10 merbers)

Chief Justice

Author and Professor of DLaw at
Korea University

Ex~Dean of the Law of College of
Seoul National Unviersity
Deputy Director of Department of
Justice

Research Officer of National

Econonic Board -

Secretary of National Election

Cormittee and Businessman

Secretary of National Election Committes
and Former Legal Expert with KILA
Socretary of National Election Cormittee
and Former Legal Expert with KILA

RO Yong Ho, Secretary of National Election Committee
and Former legal Expert with KILA

HAN Kun Cho, . . Laiyer

NSAKI NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE ACCELERATION OF
KORFAN INDEPENDENCE
HDP HANKOOK DEMOCRATIC PARTY
CDP CHOSEN DEMOCRATIC PARTY
KNY C KOREAN NATIONAL YOUTH CORPS
KIP KOREAN INDEPENDENCE PARTY
0 ?
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XXIV CORPS G-2 V/S %144 PART I

2. Cormunigt Aing and Operatine Procedurs
¢ LSOO
South ICOK&Ug. reorganizing communist ninority is presently
orphasizing newv, old dad scasonal ains with the intent to engage in active
antigovernmoent operations, The 11 aims listed below have boon discusscd
in clandestine mcetings and publicized surreptitiously since the commwailst
fallure to acgate the 10 May ‘elections:

1. "Blinminate" all rightists in tho National dssoubly,

2, "Dlininate" all rightists who cooperate with of work
for liilitary Governnentse

3 "Opposo! the ‘Swmer grain colloction,

4, "Oppose" the sale of vested farm lands to tho farmorss
(Corzmmists advocate confiscation of land fro: lo.rgo
proporty holders without corponsation, and froe re-
distribution of this land to the farmers as has boen
done on a largo scalo in North KORZ, )

"Oppose! the South Korean governmente

"Oppose! recruiting for tho Constabularye (Corrwunists
tern this recruiting "forced nobilizatione!)

"Support! the political vieu of anti~scgperate governaent
as voiced by Rightist KIM Koo and liddle-Roader XIii Kyu
Sike

8. "Support" the "people's fight! on CHEJU-DO,

9, "Domand" the i:tediate withdraval of both armics from
XORZEL,

10, "Denand" the roloase of patriots from jailse
1ls "Demand! nore rationse

B-2 information clains that SOUTH KOREA LABOR PARTY operational
orders, already issued, call for the organization of three-nan fighting
groups wiich are to collect weapons to be used in fighting for ths above
ainge, ZIxamples of assligiments are: blacksniths and Jewelers s.are to rmke

. hend grenades, employees of trucking companies are to obtain gasoline fox
sabotage purposes, and in at least one province each conrmnist is to
report the nanes and movenents of at least eight rightists and eiployees of
Hilitary Governnente

C-3 information reports’ that current operational instructions remind
cormmists that "the nmaminer of fighting should exhibit great crueltie oo
"it is a victory for us to sacrifice 10 persons for one policenang!

t

3o Civil Unrest

i @e At least 29 people died in South KOREA this weelk as coraunist
assassing struck at rightists, and as police ran down and fought small
battles vith communist squadse «nong those assassinated this week vas
Colonel PAK Chin Kyung, Gdumanding Officer of the Korean Constabulary forces

02 CEEJU-DO and an outstanding combat leaders His assassin escapeds

.

il
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XXIV CORPS G-2 /S #144 PART I

be Negkly Violence Sum@r‘,[

A sumnary of acts of violence i’wolving connu.nista for the
week as reported up to 18 June is a.s follows: {3 o

o
3 =
‘o
°
t}z) QO (=) 4

£

wlla
Kyongsan,
Tands

Pukcto

J,_u.agc}iox@g
‘Cholla-- -

Pokto
i iardo

Abtacks on towns
Attacks on police

A polic

Comummigts Jcilled
Rightists killed
Denonstrations, disorders,
arson, & abtacks on riehtists
Attacks on

Zovernent buildings

Sabotase (Gorviunications)
Sabotase (BR lines)

Sabvotaze (roads)

Sabotaze (bridees)

Sabotage (power)

Strikes (labor)

Stiikes (schools)

] of o}~

ce Dela: R Ooverine Last

Delayed reports of incldents that occurred during the week eading
11l June vhich were not carried in last veek's sunnery (see Pa;t d, u%' 4,84,
V/S #143) are: 2 B

attacks on towms

Atbadcs on police

Police Itilled
CQ*_aﬂqnj she ki ed

Rishtists killed

Deuionstrations, disorders,

arson.& attacks on rightisis

Attacks on

£overanent buildines

Sabotaze (cormunications)

Sabotaze (RR lineg)

Sabotaze (roads)

Sabotare (bridees)

Sabotase er
trikes (Iabor)

Strikes (schools)

DECLA
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XXIV CORPS G-2 V/S #144 PART I

de 1948 Communist Activities In South KOREA

FEB MAR  APR
Attadks on fowuns

Abtacks on police
Police Ikilled
Rightists killed
Disorders, demonstrations
arson & attacks on - "
rightists? offices & hores
Attacks on sy
Loveranent buildings
Sabotage (communications) 14
Sabotase (RR lines)
-Sabotage (RR loconotives)
Sabotaze (roads)
Sabotase (bridges)
Sebotace (pnoyer
Strikes (1abor )
Strikes (schools)
Attacks on registration
& _election Dooths

0 5
130 50
33 15

70
81

74
14

- <
o
e |Hirop ,E

118

1
N2 <0

X ko

Clplplo-
]

ks ke fo o ko o fo' 6 ko

bbbl

&DF;\!»PUI

o

Q

(923
(es]
923
K0
©

* Incomplete

es XIYC Recruiting Drays Rishtist Wrath

The recruiting program of SKIG!s KORZAW NATIONAL YOUTH CORPS
has brought the wrath of the rightist GRZAT XOREAN INTEPEUDEICE YOUUG 1ENS
CORPS dowvm wpon it in TAEGAVG ITI (1073-1567), according to a delayed report.
Tho rightists attacked the KIIYC during the latter!s local dedication
cerezonies on 09 June., On the following day GKIVHC nembers kidaapped two

nenbers and beap then into unconciousness, (C-3)

o
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CIVIL UNREST CHART
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SRV

Ce VAR POTENTIAL S G
1, Electric Power Situation - - (See Part II,.pare B, 1):

2 Co st'—of—Living

The upward ‘trend in. prlces contmued in SEOUL during 07~12 J'une.
Bleven of the 25 cost—of-living items checked* increased fron 1 to 7%, uith
firewood again showing the biggest r:Lse. (See-\/S #143, Part I, C,1,bs)

A decline was seen in the price of five 1tena, but the drops were
substantiale Korean cabbage fell 13%, salt 12.5 dried nywgbal 11.76%,
radishes 11.39,:. a.nd. sugar 9.09% .

The 930 won peak which rice hit last. wveek was surpasseds On 11 June °
polished rice was selling for 940 won per small mel in SEOULe The nev high is
attributable, in part, to (1) the effect of the draught on the barley harvest
prior to last week's rains, and (2) farmers holding rice for Lhigher pricess

The sizesble fall in the price of .rice at the end of the last period
proved to be short-lived and .was due to the effect of the appearance of
long~aweited rains,

¥Cost of Iivinz Ttems Checked in SEOUL (07-12 June)

x Polisghed rice Matches Flaanelette
x Barley Beef Kwang-mok (cloth)
Wheat Pork x Silk myuwgju (cloth)
x Soybeans x Bggs x Silk sooksoo (cloth)
x Red beans : ~ Korean cabbage Cotton socks
~ Dried myuwngtai (fish) W . = Radish - x Anthracite
Soy sauce . X Rubber shoes x Firewood
- Sugar - x Laundry' soap Charcoal
~ Salt

x Increase
~ Decrease

Rice Price Summary (Honthly Averages)
Units 1 small nal (16.67 1bs)

JA  FEB AR APR

SEQUL ' vA3 746 Qv

ZAVGHOIT DO : ASIL, 860 772

CHUNGCHONG PUKTO _586 657 654

CEUNGCHOWG ITAMDO 830 662

ZYQUGSANG PUKTR : 550

" EYONGSATG FANDO 707

CHOLLA PUXTO = 608

CEOLTA WAIDO : . 575 508

CHEJU DO 680 617

TR G 848 676 619

Data not yet available
National Price Administration, SKIG

12 : l Auﬂll;:z: NNBY‘T O/o
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Se Population

ae Surrendered and Disarned = o changa:'.l 179, 376

"b. Progress of Bepatriz;.tion = This Period = To Date
Japanese Civilians Arriviﬁg fron
5 N of 380 N'KOREA, CHINA and MAWCHURIA (1} ' 288,529
Jepenese Evacuated to JAPAN 6 884,033
Total Koreans Returning - 2,060* 2,123,203
Total Repatriates Moved Sinc.:e. 15 Auz 45 3,007,856

ce Xoreans dpprehended While Attenpting |
Tllegal Entry to JAPAN 0 23,923

* Incomplete report

13
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Dv  PSYCHOLOGICAL i
" The Press . Public Opinion e A e .

3 iy The LIANCOURT ROCKS Incident: On.1l June the rlght-wing CHOSUN
ILBO (Kcrean Dally News) reported that on 08 June'unidentified planes
bonbed (nd styafed fifteen fishing vessels near the LIAWCOURT ROCKS, about
140 niles east of KANGWON Provincee (The‘GHQSUH ILBO report of the effeccts
of the boubing and strafing closely approxifiated a later report from a
USAHGI'Z agent: 16 persons killed or nissing, 8 seriously wounded, 21
persors slightly wounded; 23 fishing vessels were involved in the incident.
On th, following day, the incident was carried and enlarged upon by all
netrojolitan newspapers, along with the' corments by Korean spokesmen, who , -
explcited the event fully even though the details of the reports are still
without adequate verificatione e S

The incident itself sufficed to arouse the indignation of the
political leaders and the press, and the word "unidentified® (planes) did
little to temper the statements which appeared in all SEOUL newspapexrs
denanding that a thorough investigation, compensation, and punishnent
cormensurate wvith the crime be effected innediatelye

Political reactions came at once, RHEE!s NSAKI suggested that the
bombing incident might worsen relations between the US and KOREA; the
moderate National Independence Federation indignantly declared that
"weel as KORZA is, she canmmot be silent when her people have been boibed
by a foreign nation"s; the Denocratic Independence Party labeled the
bombing "inhumane"; XINM Koo made a statement in yhich he said that unless
severe punishment is dealt those rosponsible for the misfortune, Korean—
4nerican friendship will deteriorate; and the CHOSUN DEHOCRATIC PARTY
Genanded that authorities publish the "real facts" of the bombing, adding
that "ve cannot pernit our good fisherien to be used as testing matexrials,!

02 16 June General FODGE issued a specilal press release in which

he stated that "no UsSe planes based on or assigned to units in KORZA

were in the avea, or bonbed, or had any part vhatsoever in the affair," ¥Fe
added that "further investigation, including the possibility of involvement
of Anerican planes based on JAPALl, is boing conducted by the Far Bash

Ar Force and the Far Bast Corviand" and that "the Korean people can be
assured that if it is found that Anerican planes were responsible, the
dnerican authorities will do everything that can be done to compensate and
%o confort the bereaved for the loss of 1life and propertyeses Koreans are
urged to suspend Jjudgment wntil all the facts are clarified and a full
report can be nadee™

Ds Japanese in KOREA: Fox approxinately two weeks, beginning with

a report from PUSAW that certain former Japanese officials in KOREA had
returned to the peninsula for some nysterious (but no good) purpose,
Korean newspapers have printed scores of articles vhich again aggravated
fears that the Japanese were preparing to resume control over KOREA L
under UsSe augpices, The reports spread so rapidly and grew to such Pro—
portions that many Koreans, whose gullibility is wnlimited with respect
to the Japanese potential for treachery, placed some degree of credence
in stories that Japanese troops were being used in current CHEJU-DO
operabions and that the aircraft involved din the LIANCOURT ROCKS incident
were piloted by Japaneses £

; AR, The rumors originated fzom %o 5
fallowing report carried in the moderate HIN JOO ILEQ (Democratic Daily), a
newconer anong SEOUL newspapers, and the source was a Korean press correspond-
ent from PUSAT)s

"On 04 June I net NMIZUDA NAKOYUEI, forner Japanese director
of the Bureau of Finance in the Japanese Government General in KOREA
In a confused manner he told me that Shinohara TOKISABURO, former
director of education, and KIMISHIMA, former vice~president of the
Bank of Chosun, are also heres He (MIZUDA) failed to tell me vhy

DECLA
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XXIV CORPS G-2 W/S #144 PART I

they are here, Considering their high position in the Japanese
imperialistic, tyrannical government in KOEEA, they should be
prosecuted as war criminalss Their actions here will attract
much public attention, regardless of whother they are here on
personal or official businesss!!

_The last sentence in this report contained remarkable veritye
Reaction was immediate and acrid and emanated from all directionse CHOSUN
ILBO atterpted to shed light on the "dark side behind the arrival of the
Japancses! The paper admitted that its sources of information were "scraps
of storiecs, gathered from well-informed circles," It stated that one of
the Japancse asserted that he had come to KOREA "to investigate the financial
situation, not as a Japanese official but by the direction of MacARTHUR!s
headquarterse” An editorial in the CHOSUN ILBO asiked "Wh,]’ and how have the
suprene dominators of the vicious Japanese governnent—general come to KOREA
todayi" The editor went on to relate the history of Japanese aggression in
the Orient and warned.that unless effective precautions are taken the
temporarily suppressed ambitions of JAPAN to regain control of KOREA yill
nanifest themselves in the repotition of tyranous subjugation. The editorial
concluded vith the assertion that in the UeSe policy towards JAPAN lies the
key to UsSs policy in the Orient and that this policy involves the vital
question as to whether the UNITED STATES will aid or abandon KORZA,

Political parties and spokesmen seized upon the rumors to take
a firn stand on an ever-popular issuee The minor parties had a field daye
The mnoderate New Progressive Party blared forth with: "It is reported that
the Japanese imperialists, our permanent foes, have returned to KOREA,,ss
Thig is not to be endureds If the government were responsible for this
natter it would face the accusations of the entire nation. These Japanese
are the topuost war crininals - (these) cruel reprobates tried to nalce
the Xorean people change their names (into Japanese)es The mere mention of
these nonsters nakes us treible, and we demand to kunow who let them come and
whye!

The "noderate" Popular Alliance stated: "After an absence of
three years, Japanese inperialists arc again anong usese freely and boldly
striding around in KORFA,,, this is an insult to our people (and) raises

a strong suspicion that they are planning another invasion of our countrye!

LYUH VWoon Hong's noderate SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY declared:
'-.u-e camot endure the thought that the Japanese vho nade us change our
nanes and robbed us of our food and noney for the Japanese war machine are
again among use Whoever is responsible for their coning should be prepared
to be the target of scorn and hatred of the Korean patriots and citizensa"

lioderate CHA YOO SHIW LiU¥ carried a statement issued by ten
political parties, including the Democratic Independence Party, the strongest,
single moderate organizatione In part these parties — largely, barnacles
on the grounded middle-iane vessel, Hational Independence Federation, piloted
by KIii Kyu Sik - announced that "we, who are responsible for the protect-
ion of freedon and independence of the Korean people vow that we 30 nmillion
Korean people, in cooperation with CHIHA and all other nations threatened
with attack by JAPAN, ill rise up and destroy the resurgent ambitions of
the Japanese irperialistse!

On 16 June General HODGE issued another special press release
denouncing the rumors as fabrications of the Communists and urged the Korean
people to "be alert to detect, disregard and discredit these falsehoods and
that you (the Koreans) not become guilty of assisting those who wish to
betray you by repeating Communist false rumors and propaganda, particularly
during this critical periodeses™

COMMENT: Following the special releases on the LIAWCOURT ROCKS
bonbing and the rumors of Japanese arrivals corment and criticism subsidede
Regarding the bombing, the Commanding General'!s assurance that a thorough
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inves: u:.gation would be accomplished and full respon 51‘01111;:/ would be
agsuned by the UNITED STATES if her soldiers were to Vlame has quieted the
public tidé of wnfavorable opinion towvatd -the UNITED STATES, Latest
corments hinted that perhaps the bombing was accidental but asked "what
about the machine gunning?" Otherwist, there was general indication

~of a willingness to await the factse. The majority of the newspapers
stopped famning the "Japanese are back" flames, but the development
concllisively erphasized the susceptibility of the Koreans regarding anti~
Japanese propaganda themeg:(see W/S #138, Part I, D)e :

The reactioni's to the bonmbing and Japanecse stories again

. illustrate Korean ability to unite spontaneously in the face of external
developuents construed to be detrinmdntal to the welfare and prestige of the * -
-Korean ‘geoples Any news, accompanied by ‘the flinsiest .of substantiation,
nerely suggesting the possibility of a resurgent JAPAN or “infringnent

fron any other source upon the rights of the Korean people rapidly welds

the heterogeneous and bickering factions in KOREA, This susceptibility

is and will continue to be fully exploited by the Soviets and their

Communist propaganda nachine.
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Ee SABOTAGE AND ESPIONAGE

On 05 June NAEPYONG NI (1087-1690) police arrested a North Korean boy
who, allegedly, confessed poisoning wells in the area.

COMMENT; Many such reports of poisoning wells have been received but
no authentic case of poisoning from well water has been discovereds A4
recent broadcast by South Korean police in CHUNCHON (1060-1680) warning
the people of possible poison in local well water has resulted in a wave
of rumors about all wells in South KOREA being contaminated with everything
from poison to bacteriological warfare agentss

On 01 June a North Korean, allegedly a former member of the North Korean

Railway Constabulary, was arrested near ULJONGBU (1000-1680)s The agent
admitted having made two previous trips to South KOREA to gather informations
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