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PART I
SOUTH KOREA
Secret

From: 141200/ May 48
To : 211200/ May 48

. ;i : . Headquarters, USATIK
. . Seoul, Korea
Tos 140 2 . e . 21 May 1948
Kops: KOREA, 1/250,000 ‘
Bast ASIA, 1/1,000,000

Ae ARMED FORCES

lo Strength (Secret)

Police: Wo change
Constabulary: 38,123 %including 7,356 recruits)
Coast Guard : 2,911 (including 182 cadets )

2o Operational Activity (Confidential)

as Border Incidents

On 13 May two UeSe soldiers crossed the #8th parallel into North
KOREA for a "thrill," The men were apprehended by the SOVIETS, detained
until 17 May and then returned to South KOREA,

At 151330 May approximately 100 North Korean Constabularymen and 30 -
South Korecan police exchanged fire across the parallel near (889-1698), No
casualties were reported,

At 151500 May two North Korean Constabularymen violated the boundary
fo fire on a truck moving from North KOREA into South XOREA, Three South
Korcan police returned the fires There were no casualties,

Between 160245 and 160430 May approximately 70 Worth Korsan
Constabularymen twice attacked a South Korean police box near (919-1686)4
About 3,500 rounds were exchanged; no casualties were reporteds

4t about 191120 May a SOVIET YAK-9 fighter plane landed near YOJU
(1050-1610)s The pilot set fire to his plane and destroyed ite The pilot
stated that he was lost and landed when he ran out of gasoline, He is being
returned to SOVIET controle

Yo Constabulary Action on CHEJU DO

Operations of the constabulary on CHEJU DO continue, On 14 May the
constabulary assisted the police in repelling attacks on HALLIM (934;-1138);
five of the raiders were killeds On 16 May the constabulary investigated
O DUNG HI (954-1146) and OSA RI (951-1149), killing one raider and taking
169 prisonerse :

S
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XXIV CORPS G2 W/S #140 PART I
Be CURRENT INTELLIGENGE

1, Eloction Results =

Incomplete returns from the Office of the Chief Adviser, MG, show
that 7,008,954 South Koreans, or 9046% of the registered voters, cast
ballots in the 10 May eliectionse Final returns are expected to vary slightly
from this, but in the direction of a greater number of voters and. a resulting /
higher percentages The percentage of void ballots. 3.8,:. is not expected - "
to changee & ;

Further OsGehe statistics reveal that the government will be rightist,
but that there will be a contest between the NSAKIs and HANKCOKS for controls

Candidates " National Election
declared party Committee estimate of
affiliation voting strength (incomple-
NSAKI : : 57 : 60 -
HAVKOOK DEMOCRATIC PARTY oo 75 .
DAI DOWG YOUTE CORPS 13 15
 KOREAF NATIONAL YOUTH CORPS : 6 . 10
KOREAN INDEPENDENCE PARTY ' 1 o
MINOR PARTIES 8 8
KI¥ KYU SIK and LEFTISTS s £10
NON..PARTISAN 85 '
CHOSUN DEMOCRATIC PARTY al
E T

*CHO Bong Am (Inchon), KIM Pak Soo (Pu.sa.n), and KUN Choi Keun (Kvangha Island)
are former communistse

COMMENT: The NEC estimate of vobting strength is conridered reason—
ables Although RA Yong Kyun, genersl secretary of the HANKOOK DEMOCRATIC
PARTY headquarters in SEOUL and a newly elected member of the National
Assembly, notes that 84 successful candidates are members of the HAKKOOK
PARTY, he makes no assertion that all are loyal to the Partys

Guided by the pragmatic adage that the only former commmists are
buried, this office believes that CHO, KIM and YUN will represent the Sovietss

Considering the facts that the election committees were exacting in
their acceptances’ of ballots and that a large part of the voting populace
was illiterate, the percentage of void ballots is very lowe This in turn '
is an additional indication that few communists carried out' their instructions
to cast blank ballots, to write in the names of persons not cendidates for
office, and to vote for the PEOPLE'S Committee (W/S #137).

2¢ Anti-Blection Groupsg

Except on CHEJU DO (Part I, 2,b) the activities of XKorean organization:
vhich opposed the 10 May election have subsideds Police action, combined
with community vigilance, has discouraged a protraction of the Communist
campalgn to terrorize South Koreans into abandoning participation in any phase
of the election, whether as candidates, officials, or voterss
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XXIV CORPS G2 W/S #4140 PARD I

S, 3, UNTCOK Achivi

Members of UNTCOK departed from SEOUL for SHANGHAL on 16 and 18
May to write thelr report on the pre-election and election phages of their
mission in KOREA, The Commission anticipates returning to SEOUL during the
first week in June,

4, Korean Interim Legislative Assembly

After a one month adjournnent KILA reconvened on 19 May and passed'
a resolution "to commence ceremonies to dissolve at 1400 20 May." Specches,
and cocktalls were thc solution to the modus operandi of dissolutione

COMMENT: Although KILA falled to accoupllsh any great volume of
constructive legislation, it did provide valuable legislative experience for:
its memberss It must also be borme in mind that its exact status and powers
were not clearly defined in the Korean mind,'a doterront %o aggressive action
by aay legislative groupe Prestige evidently attended KILA membership, for
the final session reported that 11 of 32 KILA candidates were elected to
the new constitutional assembly,

By Civil Unrest

ae A Week's Violence In South FKOREA

Communist-inspired violence abated everywhsre in South KOREA
following election weelte A small flurry of ineffective bombing incidents
against homes belonging to rightists broke out in SEQUL,

. CHEJUDO was the only place in South KOREA where comwnist anbti-
election violence met with any degree of success (apparently the National
Flection Committee has decided that two of CHEJU-DO's three seats in the new
legislature remain unfilled because less than half of the ballot boxes in the
two districts were received). :

A summary of acts of v:.olc_wce rmolvmg connunlsts for the week
is as follows:
g

Q

g

BJU-
TOTAL

T

e
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KYOHG—

LYONG-
Salifo

Attacks on police
Police killed
Lomrmunistg killed
Rightists killed
Demonstrations, disorders,
arson & attacks on rightists
Attacks on

sovernment buildings
Sabotace (communications)
Sebotaze (RR lines)

Sabotase (road
Sabotase (brideges)
Strikkes (labor)
Strikes (school)
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XXIV CORPS G-2 W/S 4140  PART I

bs Del Reports Covering hnat. e i

' Delayed reports of incidents that occurred during the week
ending 14 May which were not carried in last week's summary (see Part I,
B, 3. c., WS #139) are : ]
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PUKTO

XYOHGGE
DO
FANGHWON
CHUN
TAMDO
CHOLLA
NAMDO
CHOLLA
PUKTO

CEREJU
0

o1

Attackg on toyns

Attacks on police

Police J-illed

Commumigt killed
Rightiste killed
Denonstrations, disorders,
arson & attacks on rightists
Attacks on

Zoverament buildingg
Sabotase (commmnications)
Sabotaze (AR lines)
Sabotaze (roads)
Sabotaze (bridees)
Strikes (labor )

Strikes (school)

Attacks on

votiang booths

N3

aijrolcaijen|-

=
. wislolajolg

[

ce 1948 Cormunist Activities In South KOREA ‘;Lvst 3
Wecks

JAY F MAR in MAY= TOTAL
Attacks on toyms ; 0 -£1 :
Attacks on police 118 G 65
Polico - killed 20 _23
Riotors xilled 75 102
Yon—rioters killed 14 100
Disorders, demonstrations,
arson & attacks on rightist 69 124
offices & homes
Attacks on

governnent buildings
Sabotaze (communications)
Sabotage (RR lines)

abotaze (RR locomotives)
Sabotaze (rogrls)
Sabotase (oridzes)
Strikes {labor)
Strikes (schools)
Abtacks on registration
& clection booths () 0
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Incomplete

ds Rightist Youth Groups Brawl in CHINVHAE

On 13 May in CHINHAE (1160~1350) a mixed crowd of 200 rightists
from the United Young Men's Party and the lational Society for Acceleration
of Korean Independence engaged in a fight. UINP members were accused by
NSAKT meubers of planning to set fire to the local fire stations Two UYMP
menbers and a fireman were injureds After police dispersed the crowd
several members of the UYMP.bombed the home of the assistant fire chief,
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CIVIL UNREST GHART
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LEGEND
O CcoMMUNIST KILLED

® RIGHTIST KILLED ' ¥ COMMUNIATION SADATOGE
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® ATTAGKS ON TOWNS - 4~ POLICE KILLED
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Os AR POTENTIAT
1s South Korcen Bconomy e
e T m_q:.gtg E;actric Pgug;; Qg&lgpk

i Prior to 14 May army operations and South Korcan industry were
susbained at the level at which they functioned by:-an average of 100,000 XKW
of clectric power, 60,000 of which was supplied. fron North KOICEA and 40,000
of vhich was produced in South KOREA, -

South KOREA! s power pz‘od\ictioxl capacity of 160,200 KY hag never -
been realized bcicau.se of these factorss

le The hydroelectric plants depend upon spring a.1d. susrier
rains for capaclty operation,

2s The thermal plants have never had sufficieat coal fo
operate at capacitye :

3s IHquipment shortages limit the degrees of \J.f-lliz‘.»tio.l of sone
: plantse ”

4, Shortages of trained personnel limit the degree of ubiliz-
ation of the two power boats-

South Korean power production can be expected to increase
because factors 2, and 3, listed above are being solved in part and because
rains may be expected soons

Cormitment of coal reserves and operation of the power boat
ELECTRA have permitted an immediate increase in production to a peak of about
75,000 KW at presente (The average is, of course, lower because coal reserves
arc insufficient for 24 hour plant operation.,) If plant equipnent now on
order is obtained; 1f increased amounts of coal from JAPAN arrive; if
trained personnel to operate the power boats are obtained; and if the rains
core, then August could see an average production of about 90,000 KV, Attain-
ment of this amount is considered questionable because of the difficulties
in securing sufficient coal and trained personncle

be Costemof-living

Cost-of-living itens*in South KOREA showed an incrcase in grains
and cloth and a decrease in other cormodities during the period 10 - 15 May.

The rise in grain prices is seasonal, while the increase in non-

food items 1s due largely to the curtailment of sovernment subsidies to
factories producing consumer goodss .

Polighed rice Matches x Flannelette

b4
x Barley Beef X Kwang-nok (cloth)
X VWheat Pork x Silk myungju (cloth
X Soybeans xEges x Silk sooksoo (cloth
~ Red beans Korean cabbage Cotton socks
~ Dried myungtai (fish) "Radish Anthracite
Soy sauce XRubber shoes Firewood.
~ Sugar Laundry soap Charcoal
—~ Salt

X Increased
— Decreased

*Cost~ofwLiving Items Checked (10 to 15 May)
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Ride Piice Sumnary (Monthly Averages)

Unit: Won per small mal (16,67 Lbs) = - it

AREA gAY FEB MR APE 214y

SEOUL maz | od6  707 | 655 . gl [
EANGHON DO vel 860 72 750"
CHUNGCHONG PUKTO 586 657 684 600 :
CEUNGCHONG NAMDO FL L W GV

KYONGSAIG PURTO 54 550 502 550

KYONGSANG NAMDO 650 707 6EQ 640

CHOLLA PUKTO GostliGoate SisEor M ERe

CHOLLA WAMDO S G LR

CHEJU Do 733 680 617 750

AVERIGE gdgt " g7et g 9 a9

Source ~ National Price aduinistration, SKIG

2¢ Population

a. Surrendered and Pisarmed -~ Mo changes 179,376

be Progress of Repatriation - Thig Period To_Date
J apanose Giviliang Arriving from
N of 38 N!'XORZA, CHINA and MAICHURIA O 288,529
Japanesge Bvacuated to JAPAN 64 885,995
Total Koreans Returning 1,848% 2,106,431
Total Repatriates Moved Since
15 August 1945 2,990,653
Ce

Illesal Entry to JAPAN 519 23,717

¥ Incomplete report
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XXIV CORPS G2 /S #140  PART I
D. PSYCHOLOGIOAL

The Press

Responsibilities of the National Assembly was the chief topic
of discussion for SEOUL editorse The Right-Wing press was wanimous in
strongly recommending the establishment of a defense force{ termed the most
critlcal requirement for the preservation of the South Koreen governments
Other problems needing immediate solution, according to most metropolitan
editors are unification, land reform, local administration, labor laws, and
development of industry,

DONG-.A ILBO observed that the PYONGYANG conference and the terrorism
of the Communists failed to show results at the polls, This paper urged
the rapid creation of an army because it is "doubtful" that the North Korean:
promise that the PEOPLE'S ARMY would not invade South KOREA would be kepte

CHOSUN ILBO, a Right--Wing paper which supported the PYONGYAWG
Conference, advised the successful candidates that unless they cast aside
hopes for .selfeaggrandizemént and strived to unify the nation and develop
its economy, they would be subjected to the scorn of the entire electorates
The assemblymen, asserted the editor, must not seek to recover their
caupaign expenditures through graft as is the practice in other countries —
JAPAN, for example.

HAN SUNG ILBO joined and gave impetus to the trend which emphasized
the need for unification and the concurrent necessity for building an army
which could not only defend itself against imminent aggression from the
Yorth but eventually take the offensive and achleve a unified, non-communist
governments

Communist-line organs have reduced their attacks upon UNTCOK, SKIG,
and US policy through the medium of editorisls, per se. Instead they
convey thelr invective by "roporting" the statements of communist and
noderate parties and spokesmen attacking the same targets concentrated on by
Radio PYONGYANG,
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