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PART I
373 SOUTH KOREA

Secret

From: 071200/I May 48
To : 141200/I May 48

Headquarters, USAFIK
Seoul, Korea

14 May 1948
No, 139
Maps: KOEEA, 1/280,000
East ASIA, 1/1,000,000
Ae ARMED FORCES
1, Strength (Secret)
Policet 34, 330
Constabulary? 81,316 (including 1,83l unsworn recruits)
Ooast Guard! 2,785 (including 132 cadets)

2o Operational Activity (Confidential)

as Border Incidents

:

On 06-07 May fire fights occurred between South Korean police
and North Korean Constabularymen near (836-1698), These fights weve
caused by disagreements over the irrigation water which is controlled oy
reservolrs on both sides of the boundary, There have been no casualties
to date in the three separate fights reporteds

At 060400 May & group of fifty (50) Nurih Fnrean Sonstabulary-
men violated the border, fired two rounds ans. Hhiews ni.tc oonbs at the
Bouth Koreen police station in NULMONG-NL (971i.3 Seubh Korean
police returned the fire and the NKC withdrewe

At 061605 May a US patrol was fired upon by Forth Korean
Oonstabularymen who were south of the parallel near (835.-1698), The
North Korean Constabulary fired four (4) rounds but the Americans did not
retura the fires There were no casualties in either partye

On 07 May the Coast Guard cutter TONGSEUN was seized by two
former crew members who killed the Captain and Executive and forced the
crew to sail the vessel to North KOREA,

On 10 May 5 or 6 North Korean Constabularymen came 200 yards
south of the parallel near CHANG.NI (1084.-1695), questioned the farmers
and withdrew to the northe There was no firing.

; At 130900 May 11 Soviet fighter planes violated the border
near (981-—1697) vhile engaged in target practicee

At 130945 May a UsSe patrol was fired wpon by North Korcan
.Constabulary in the vicinity of (833-1697)s The MKC were located south
of the parallel while firing, There were no casualties, 3

e
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At approximately 140280 May an Americen patrol enroute to
investigate a reported "invasion! by North Korean constabulary, was ambushed
near (915-1695)s It is reported that approximately thirty (:503 rounds were
fired and four (4) grenades were throwne One grenade burst in the patrol
vehicle, wounding a sergeant in the faces The vehicle, two carbines and a
pair of field glasses were abandoned; a later patrol recovered the joopa

be Constabulary Action on CHEJU.IO

The primary mission of the Constabulary during the election
period was the protection of balloting placess For this purpose the.units

were widely dispersed in small groups and no effective punitive action against

the communists was undertakene Since 12 May the Constabulary hag beon

‘ongaged in searching and destroying some of the numerous caves which are

belleved to serve as hiding places for the raiders of the islande

sl #2070
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B. CUREENT INTELLIGENCE

1, Election Ret !

Incomplete end as yet unofficial election returns from the Office
of the Chief Advisor, MeGe, show that the 200 seat newly-elected National
Assenbly will be strongly rightists, If any communists were elected the
most:likely hiding places are the declarations "Non-partisen," "Dai Hen
Labor Licague,'. and "Christian Organization," : J

N SART =Gt L Bt B e i s e o (51
HANKOOK DEMOCRATIC PARTY - - - ~ - - = 28
DAI DONG YOUTH CORPS & = = = = = = = = 13
CHOSUN DEMOCRATIC. PARTY v - - — - S

KOREAN NATIONAL YOUTE CORPS = — — — — = 6
KOREAN INDEPENDENCE PARTY v - — = = = = 1
NONSPARNISANAPSES S OB IE S S S e e

DONG MIN DANG, CHOSUN EEPUBLICAN PARTY,

DAI HAN LABOR LEAGUE, CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATION,
EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATION, ONE FIVE CLUB,

‘MIN TONG PARTY, PEOPLES UNIFICATION PARTY 1 each

195

COMMENT;  RHEE's NSAKI members won twice as many seats as the
favored HAVKOCK!s candidatess How nany of the 82 "Non-partisans" are NSAKIS
Qx: FAVKOOKS has not been ascertaineds The HANKOOKS, lost many seats which
they felt fairly certain of winnings, The Vice~Chairman of the HDP, PAIK Nam
Oon, was overvwhelmingly defeated by LEE Chong Chun, head of the D'\I DONG
YOUTH CORPS and a vice-chairmen in NSAKI, It is probable that LEE exercises
considerable control over -the twelve (12) other DAL DONG candidates who won
seatss It has been speculated that FHEE "pronmised! LEE Ghong Chun the top
post in the all-important, first-priority defense forcese In’ return LEE
Upromised" to support REEE .~ against all opposition '— in the future
governnents . L 5 :

RIEE has already stated to the press his preference for the election
of a president by popular, rather than assembly, votes In this.event, he
has good reason to believe that he will be victorious, for he has no real
competition in South KOREA-wide popularitye A& popular election, furthermore,
would zive hin an opportunity to win a bona~fide victory over.persons like
KIM Koo, KIM Kyu Sik, KIM Seung Soo and CHO Byong Ok. These individuals are
stronger than RHEE in sectarian following and are important as political
powers, but they do not approach RUEE in national appeals The two KIMs are
considered to have lost the last vestiges of prestige with the shubtting off of
electric powers(As reported in W/S #138, Part I, B, 1, c¢) Their oue valid
claim of success in PYONGYANG was a guarantee that power would not be shub off.

It is interesting to note that, although 19 women ran for office (threc
of them in SEOUL electoral districts), no women was electeds

According to Korean press articles REEE has "advised" electees that
the first task of the assembly mush be the establishment.of a strong defense
forces Follomug this he will urge the North Korean People‘s Army to expel
the Bussians and join the South Korean governmente In addition, UsSe forces
will be.requested to remein and provide arms. and protection for the new govern.

nenty : &4
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2, UNTOOK Activity

On 13 May, Yasin MUGHIR, Syrian dologate on tho UN Cormission and
present UNTCOK Chairman, issued a statement in which he amouncod that the
Oormission "had not yet cormitted itself to advise tho olected reprosontatives
to irmediately establish a national govcr.mont. 0 g

According to MUGHIR, nembers of UNTCOK exprossced widely dlvcr{;ent
Yappraisals!! of the 10 May electlons. Somo mnombers, said MUGHIR, doubt
whether "the elections will contribute to the solution of the Korea.n problonese
2nd do not want to regard the elcctions in South KOREA as nationwides With
perhaps somo reservation as to the terminology, they want to call then
ldecidedly rightist electionse! Other nembers of the Oommission, while not
corpletely satisfied with the achievenents of the Cormission, arc inclined
to think that these elections may be one step towards the unification and
sovercignty of KOREAsee and that those factions which opposed the elections
are a very small ninorityeeso Still others are not ready to cxpress a final
opinion on the situationsees"

HUGHIR, stated that a "certain degree of caution and reservation!
should accompany UNTCOK!s appraisal of the "efficiency! which surrounded the
polls on election day, MUGEIR was thus referring to "certain violations
of the electoral law and the recommendations of the Commission," particularly
the patrolling of nembers of youth organization who "assisted the polioe in
keeping peace and ordere"

The statement announced a desire that the representatives, before
forning a government, make an effort to gain the support of "those elements
which opposed the elections, in order to achiove unity for KOREA,!"

"General MacARTHUR had objections to the presence of the Commission
in JAPAW," the statement continued, and "the Cormmission wishes to emphasize
that it wvill give serious attention to the matter through official channels,
The Commission has decided to write "the first part of its report outsido
KOREA," MUGHIR concludeds

In pross release Number 63, issued 14 May 1948, the Commission
stated that Mre MUGHIR'gs statement in press release Nunber 59 (published ‘as
Annex %2 to P/R # 833) was purely a statement of his own vicwse

COMEENT; Mr, MUGHIR's statement is considered to have succeedcd
iny alarning or infuriating South Koreans; presenting MUGHIR!s resentment
of the attitude of SCAP; and furnishing comrmnist propagandists with very
useful nateriale 7

3 Civil Unrest

ae South Kgrg_g:n Public Defeats Communism At Polls

Detailed and extensive comrmnist plottings against the election,
which had been affirmed and reaffirmed by reports evaluated at "B! and lower,
was net head-on and crushed by a pro-KOREA public during South KOREA!s
clections OCommunists had counted on a public lethargy, so essential wherever
conmmists seek to seize control, which didn't exist,

For 12 weeks comrumists of both North and South KOREA had orbmuzea
propagandized and terrorized against an election in South KOREA, But on
10 May over gg percent of the voting public of South KOREA cast their ba.llots
~— not 0 much for either rightism or leftisnm but for independencea

A segnent of that same public braved nearly 30 days of commumistic
terrorisn throughout the land to serve on election cormittees, At least
22 were killed and more wére crippled by gangs of comrmmnist terrorists who
also struck at homes and families of these elcction officialse Candidates,
four of whon were killed before election day, were subjected to an even nore

Aﬁﬁi’ﬂﬁf} 717 070
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concentratoed Canpaig,u of terrbr:.sr Anothez‘ f¥aghtandqTikhe publie,
neubers -of patmotic youth groups) sb&“ved as electionmday!deputies to
protect queuss of voters; voting bdoths and ballot boxes fron armed

commminist raiders, As a result, the number of cosrmunist atierpts to
disrupt the election was surpra.smgl./ fey in v:.ew of known comrmnish
‘planse ¢ s i 4

] 2 Even .at that, 14 nenbers ‘of - bhis public e.nd 5 policenen were
Iilled in comrmmnist attacks on election day (see ‘table: UViolence In

i South,KOREA During the 08, 09, 10 May Election Erall), - At least 277 more

J members of the public and 71 policemen died In the 12 weeks of corrmmist

terrorisn which preceded the election (see table; "Number of Pergons

Killed In South KOREA During 1948"),‘ But a patriotic Korean public cast

ballots in the first general electlion of the nation's 4000 yearse

bs Violence In South KOREA During the 08, 09, 10 May Election Era

See Table on Page 8,

ce A Woek!s Violence In South KOREA

Anti-election violence during electibn week in South KOREA was
.- heaviest on CHEJ‘LDO and., on the mainland, in KYONGSANG-~PUKTO,

A sunmary of acts of violence 1nvolva.ng communists for the
week 1s as follows~

(1) 34 attacks on police: 8 in KYONGGI-DO outside of SEOUL,
7 in SEOUL, 6 in KYONGSANG-NAMDO, 4 in KYONGSAITG..PUKIO, %7 on CHEJU.DG, ‘1
in GKUNGCHON&-I\IAMDO and 1 in mefwon_no

(2) 7 pollce killed: 3 in. KYONGSANG-—N \IZDO 2 in CHOLLALWAMDO,
1 in KYONGGI-DO and 1 in KYONGSANG-PUKTO, - |

(3) 42 rioters h.lled.' # 20 in KYONGSAI\IG_PUKTO 8 in CHOLLA-
NAMDO, ‘2 in SEOUL, 2 in KYONGGI.DO outside of SEOUL; 2 in mrswom.no 5
on CHEJU-DO, 1 in CHOLIA-PUKTO and 1 in cmmcpoue..mmo

¢ (4) 45 rlghtlsts and nenbers of nght:.st and police families
killeds 20 on CHEJU-DO, 10, in KYONGSANG.PUKTO, 6 in CHOLLA-NAMDO, 3 in
SEOUL, 2 in KYONGGI-DO ou’cs:.de of SEOUL 2 in KJ\J.TGUOI\!—DO and 2 in KYOITGSAITG.
NAMDO,

5 (5) 3 attacks on goveriment buildings: 2 in CHUNGCHONGLIAMDO
and 1 on GBEJU-.DO.

(6) 12 labor strlkes. 10 in uYONG-SANG_PUKTO (all 10 in TAEGU)
il ks KYONGSMTMAI@O and’ 1 in GhUNG-GI’ONG&-I\M\.]DO.

(7) l na,jor school strike in ’I.‘AEG—U, KYONGSAITGJ’UKTO.

(8) 853 attacks on votlng boothis: 12 in KYONGSANG-PUKTO, 11
in SEQUL, '7.in KYONGSANG.NAMDO, 6 in KYONGGI.DO outside of SEOUL, 6 on
GP“JI.LDO 6 in GHLETG-G:IOITG.NM@O 3 in GHOLLA,-?UKTO 1 in CEOLL.A..NAB'DJO and
1 in KMTGUOIT..DO

(9) 8 attacks on éImeLDO‘towns. :
(10)° 104 assorted ‘denonstrations, disorders, srson cases and

attacks on rightist offices and horiess The largest nufiber of these = i
incidents, 45, occurred on CHEJUwDO, *. .

j i 50/0“
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di aye overing lisut

Delayed reports of 1.1101denth thet occx‘trred during the week
endmg 07 May which were not carried in 1b.st weel!s swmary (sce Part I,
B.z.b., V/8 #138) are:

(1) 6 attacks on polices 3 in KYONGSANGLPUKTO and 3 on CHEJU-DO,
(2) 1 policenan killed on CHESU-DO,

(3) &0 rioters killeds 20 on CHEJUDO, 8 in KYONGSANG-PUKTO
and 2 in CHOLLA-NAMDO,

(4) 4 rightists and nenbers of rightist fanilies killed in
KYOWGSANG.PUKTO,

(5) 3 attacks on registration boothst 1 in CHOLLA-PUKTO, 1
in: CHUNGCHONG-NAMDO and 1 in KANGUON.DO, i

(6) -1 attack on a village in CHOLLA-PUKTO,

(7) 23 assorted denonstrations, disorders, arson cases and
attacks on rightist offices and honese

s Number of Persons Killed In South KOREA During 1948
See table on Page 10a

fo 1948 Communist Activities In South KOREA
1st 2 Vks
JAN . FEB MAR APR in MAY™TORS

ttacks Polic

SRR () NS s NI ] ) S5 SN 1. 8 5 AN () SIS S S 46 $_35C
Police Killed U (T T 2 T 0 ) M 1 M Y D 7
Rioters Killed S s 7L Sy o T 75 B W7 () O < W77 s 297
NoaRioters Killed o dh..n 14 3 ACY R R e Gl s
Disorders, Demonstrations, Arson e : : H §
and Attacks on Rightist Offlces 3038 ahkge g 69 ¢ 126 RO, ¢ 416
‘and, ‘m'les : : s : 8 8
ttacks on Government Buildines : 0 .: ORI T o N o A&
Sabotaze ( Conrnnication) SN = T 5 W B s D I W0 + 195
~Sabotase (BR Lines). SR Dl B8 _® g8 _08 3 27
Sabotace (RR Locomotives) Q6L 8. 6o .0 O G 8__9%
Sabotaze (Roads) SRSV S 5 R o W ) 422
Sabotasge (Bridees) B hn ) R : 23
Strikes ﬁI:g.bor) g L 8 A 4 6.3 3 3 94 s 3
Strikes USchool) B0 _8 78 TS I/ S 3 2@
Attacks on Registration & Election: ¢ ¢ o @ 85 &y 8 LB g5 g
" Booths I i et iy Sl Y (e T N
Attacks on Towns s 0 (o] (08 5 gl s 16
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Ce WAR POTENTIAL
le Cost—ofeliving

Cost—of-living items in South KOREA showed a slight overall rise
d.unng the period 03 to 08 May, Of the 25 items*, seven increased from 3
to 12,-:, and four items declined from % to 7% as compared to prices during
the previous periode The remaining 14 items showed no changee

*Cost of Living Items Checked (03-08 May)

Polished Rice Matches Flannelette
Barley Beef Kwang-molk (Cloth)
Wheat Pork Silk Hywngju (Clotl
Soybeans x Bggs x Silk sooksoo (Clotl:
Red Beans Korean cabbage Cotton socks
Dried nyungtai (Fish) X Radish Anthracite
Soy Sauce Rubber shoes Firewood
Sugar Laundry soap —~ Charcoal
Salt

x Increased

~ Decreased

Rice Price Summary (Monthly Averages)
JAN FEB MAR APR

XANGHON DO

CEUNGCHONG PUKTO

CHUNGCHONG NAMDO
KYONGSANG PUKTO

KYOWGSANG NAMDO Q%

CHOLLA PUKTO 608

CHOLLA AMDO 575

CHEJU_DO ; 680

AVERAGE 676 619

¥ Not yet available
Official Price ~ 140 won

Source . National Price Administration, SKIG

2+ Population

as Surrendered and Disarmed o change: 179, 376

be Progress of Repatristion = This Period To_Date

Japanese Civilians Arrivine from
N of 380 WIKOREA, CHINA and MANCHURIA 288,529

Japanese Evacuated to JAPAN 883,931

7 DEC, L ivIenh
Authont\NID ] O]D
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2,103,620

Tota: iates Moved Since 15 Aug 194 24986, 507

ce Koreans Apprehended While Attermting :
; Illesal Entry to JAPAN 23,198

% Incorplete report

” Aullfllt;::\lﬁmﬁ 175070
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De PSYCHOLOGICAI
The Press

Election Day was heralded by the majority of Right-Wing newspapers
as "a day vhich will decide the fate of our nation," and editors urged

voters.to "go to the polls with the ided that you are warriors on the
battlowfielde" 4

DAL DONG SHIW MUN (Great Eastern News) was very dramatic in
discussing the significance of the occasion. Interesting advice offered
by this paper was: 'One young representative will be of greater service
to our country then a thousand old loafers whose interests in the election
are entirely pecuniarye!

This newspaper also encouraged eradication of. the feudalistic
concept of male superiority and appealed to the electorate to recognige
the necessity for electing women who represent "fifteen million enslaved
nenbers of their sexe" The alternative to inclusion of women in the
national assembly, it was warned, will be "irrevocable unhappiness! in a
governnent totally controlled by the "special class" (men).

Having defended young representatives and women candidates, DAL
DONG SHIW MUN, which carried a series of editorials on advice to the voter,
struclk at effective electioneering- isethe "considerations" accompanying
a candidate!s reminder that he is nunber three on the ballot, "The
destiny of our nation must not be determined by a cup of sake or aany other
forn of token compensation,” stated the writer as he .lLikccoughed and
fondled a new Swiss movenente

Election results were reported very favorably in. Right-Wing news-
paperse Editors emphasized the "unexpectedly successful! turnout and
nany gave details of early voting by young and old, male and fenales
Typical Right-Wing comment emanated fronm IYUN DAI ILBO (Modern Daily News)

. whose editors consistently advance the RHEE cause: "The general election
on 10 May has ended triwrphantlys Patriotic brethren who have fought for
the independence of their motherland should now proceed with renewed vigor
and bravely extend the new freedom across the 38th parallel.!

MIN JOONG ILBO (People!s Daily Times), a Right-Wing papers -
realistically prescribed an early formation of a governnenti which could
imediately forestall transgression from terroristic elements (meaning
Cormunists) which still threaten the security of the peoples

SYN MIN ILBO (Now Derocratic News), a Corrmmist-line organ, denmw_d;;
ed that the election be declared void because it was not held in a free
atnosphere and does not represeat the majority of the Korean peoplee

15 DRCLASES—
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Te SABOTAGE AND ESPIONAGE

The sabotage phase of the oormmnist anti-election” campaign this
3 wcek wo.s directed prinarily agoinst wire.and rail com‘runicatlous in cone
,j'u.ncblon w:.th other anti-election effortse

At leo.st forty major attempts were made to sabotage wire comrmmication
The CHEJU.DO and ‘KYONGSANGPUKTO systoms suffered the noste
Twenty-two locomotives were damaged, 17 in KYONGSANG-PUKTO, either by !
ruming pairs of locomotives together or by removing small essential partse
Railroad tracks were cut at six points in two provinces, KYONGSANG-PUKTO
and CZOLLA-NAMDOe. One train was derailed in'a tunnel in CEOLLA-FAMDO vhere

the tracks had been removeds

Six atterpts were made to sabotage power facilities, three each in
KYONGSANG-PUKTO and CHOILA-NAMDO, . :

No reports of espionage were received this weeks
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