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1. The Commission had resolved fo observe the elections in the south

.of Korea provided it ascertained that fundamental freedoms of speech,/

. assembly and press were respected and guaranteed. On 29 April, the Commission
decided by a unanimous vote to observe the elections announced by the Com-
manding General of the United States Army in Korea, noting its satisfaction
with the ;ssistance and good-will of the military authorities towards the
achievement of these objectives.

2. The Commission is well aware of the fact that these elections are
not nation-wide elections in ihe sense that they do not comprise the South
and the North of Korea, and that they do not include &ll, or most of the
existing political parties and organizations. While the members of the
Com: 's3sion have been alwayé unanimous in their concern about the Korean
problem, they nevértheless show certain divergences in their appraisal of

-these ele "ions. Some of them doubt whether the very outcome of these
slection: will contribute to the solution of the korean problem, and even if
they do not entertain such doubﬁs, they do not want to regard the elections
in the South nation-wide. With perhaps some reservation as to the terminology
they want to call them "decidedly rightist elections!". Other members of
the Commission, while not completely satisfied with the achievements of the
Commission, are inclined to think that these elections may be one step towards
the unification and sovereignty of Korea. They certainly do not 1liks to call
these elections rightist elections, and if they do so, they believe that non-
rightist elements, or rather those factions of the people which opposed the

elections, are a very small minority. /
. /Still
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Stils. other members are not yeb ready to express a final opinion on the

situation,

3. With regard to the way in which these elections were conducted, . some

representatives have noted certain violations of the electoral law and the

recbmmendations of the Commission, For instance, we hMVL observed the plesenca

Ve

of members of Natlonal Defence Corps in and around %he-polllng places. These

corps were organized by the police to assist them in keeping peace and order.

The; iray have constituted a certain degree of restriction on the freedom of

In some places the police were inside the polling place. Members

the voters.

of youth «

cganizations, sometimes in uniform, were also in ard around :cmc

voting ol:ices.

Some of us noted lack of privacy and secrecy in, some places,

On the whole, hbwefer,‘the elections were conducted very smoothly and on a

\

In fact the efficiency was

fairly good level of organization and:efficiency. .

so remarkable that the figure of the woting reached a véry high percentage in

a few hours. This, in my mind,

should give rise to a certain degree of

However, a

caution and reservation in our appraisal of that efficiency.

final conclusion about the resxlt of these observations will be made later

and will be included in our report to the General Assembly.

b

The Commission is well aware of the fact that observing the election

It has not yet committed itself to

completes only one sta~: of its mission.

advise the elected representatives to immediately establish a national govern-

ment. It is our hope that these representatives make all efforts before form-

ing . government to get the support of those elements waich opposed the

elections, in order to achieve unity for Korea.

5. “ie Commission regards the observation of the elections as one

distinct and clear stage of its work, and it decided, thecrefore, to write the

first part of its report to the General Assembly covering the elections, It

decided to write this report somewhere outside Korea in order to be able to

concentrate on this phase of its task. At the same time, it has decided to

leave a liaison group in Seoul during its absence. The Commission chose Japan,

el /but
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but ‘weneral MacArthur had objections to the presence of the Commission in
Japan, Nevertheless, the Commission has reaffirmed its decision to write
the first iart of its report outside Korsa as soon as possible. With regard

to the stutements.made by General MacArthur, the Commission wishes to

emphasize that it will give serious attention to the matter through official

channels.
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