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Ae ARMED FORCES

1, Strength (Secret)
Police: 34, 330

Constabularys 28,324
Coast Guards 2,881

Operational Activity (Confidential)

3. Border Incidents

North Korean constabulary and South Korean police exchanged.
shots in two border incidents this week and two Soviet fighter planes
violated the bordere

On 30 April twenty (20) North Korean constabularymen violated
the parallel on the ONGJIN peninsula in the vicinity of KYO PYUNG (828-1697).
They withdrew after an exchange of shots with forty (40) South Korean
police who were rushed to the scene, No casualties reporteds

On 04 May in the vicinity of (836-1697) twenty (20) North .
Korean constabularymen and fifty (50) South Korean policemen exchanged
approximately forty (40) rounds during the late afternoon. No casualties
reportedo This incident was provoked by a dispute over water for irrigation.

On 05 May two Soviet MIG-3 fighter planes were sighted flying
togather at two points south of the parallel, The airplanes were between
5,000 and 8,000 feet high and flew east over OP #7 (890-1690) and YOIAN
(919.4-1685. 7)e

Delayed Report

A delayed report from the border not carried in last week!'s
sunmary (see Part I, Par 4, 20, W/S #137) reveals that on 28 April an
unknown number of South Korean police were fired on by one SOVIET soldier
and. one North Korean constabularyman who were south of the parallel at
(1163, 3-1697.7) The South Korean police returned the fire with unknown
resultse !

be Constabulary Operations on CHEJU DO

The South Korean constabulary continued patrol operations on
CHEJU-DO this weeke No constabulary-vs-communists fighting has been reporte:
since 27 April when patrolling was initiateds
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Be CURRENT INTELLIGENCE

1. Politicsl Activity
. 8, UNTCOK .e\.ctivg'dj,eg

As noted in P/R #824, UNTCOK will write its report on the
pre—election and election period in TOKYO, beginning 15 May, and will
return to SEOUL during the first week in June. During the interim a
liaison group will function in SEQUL,

be Candidacy Reglstrations

Tvo assassinatlions, one death from natural causes, and nineteen
regignations have reduced the number of candidates from 938 to 916, i

Assassinations: PAK Wan* KYONGSANG PUKTO
= KIi Yung Kyoo%® CHUNGCHONG PUKTO

Death from natural causcss

KIM Suk Han, KYONGSANG NAMDO, NSAKI

Resignationst

SEOUL AZHA

CHUN Myung Chin*

XIM Hoo OQlc*

PAK Chang Hi*

PAIK Yung Yup  HANKOOK DEMOCRATIC PARTY

XYONGGI DO

KOO Chong Il  FARMERS FEDERATION (Rightist)
KIM Hyun Ho *

LEE Chong Chang¥

NAM Sang Pil¥

CHOLLA PUKTO:

LEE Chul Ik ¥ S

XIM Che Uk HAWKOOK DEMOCRATIC PARTY
KO Kil Mo *

LEE Won Ik POPULAR ALLIANCE (Moderate)

KYONGSANG PUKTO

CHOI Byung Lyang *

KIM Ki Suk*

KIM Chung Sik*
. KIM Sung Mook POPULAR PARTY (Rightlst)
CHANG Byung Tal*

KYONGSANG HAMDO
LEZ Ki Won%
CHOI Sung Ung DAI CHONG RELIGION (Rightist)

% -Non-partisan

COMMENT; RHEE rightists election -control plans = xestrict
to cne the number of rightist candidates in areas whers communist and re—
actionists might win due to a split rightists vote - account for the
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resignation of KIM Hoo Ok, and probably for those of the other rightists.
In KYONGSANG PUKTO, however, communist vidlence is equally as reasonable
an explanation for the number of resignationss

¢ Developments in the North-South Conference

= An analysig of the "decision" reached by the North-South conferences

and delivered to the US Consul in SEOUL (W/S #137, par 1,B,b) showed that
a number of the more important non-Communist parties which "agreed! to the
statements presented in the document were signed for by lesser officials of
these parties rather than by the party heads themselves, who were also on
the scenes UEM Hang Sup, not KIM Koo, signed for the latter!s KOREAN

*  INDEPENDENCE PARTY, SONG Nam Hun, of the NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE FEDERATION!g
secretariat, signed for the NIF, whose chalrman is XIM Kyu Sik, Others whose
parties "agreed" to the "decision" but whose signatures did not appear on the
document are LYUH Woon Hong, SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY; YI Yong, NEW PROGRESSIVE
PARTYy KANG Soon, INDUSTRIOUS MASSES PARTY; WON Sei Hoon, KOREAN FARMERS!
PARTY; and HOWG Myong Hi, DEMOCRATIC INDEFPENDENCE PARTY,

General HODGE issued a statement concerning the document on
05 May, describing its demand for withdrawal, its key provision, as "another
form of the seme steadfast effort of the SOVIET Delegation to the. US-USSR
Joint Commission that the world abandon (EKOREA) to the dictatorial Communist
rule of the many by the few — utterly disregarding the wishcs of the great
majority of Koreanso" In his concluding statement, General HODGE considered
it "charitable to say" that perheps a few of the " ' South Korean Representat-
ives! who normally head the parties listed (on the document) did not
personally sign for their party" and thus had "not yet fully agreed to the
sale of their fatherland into foreign controle."

The 30 April "Asreement" reportedly reached by the conferses
remalning in PYONGYANG after 24 April, whoen the main conference adjourned,
again included the withdrawal demand, and the following additional under—
standings: i

(1) "Internal strife cannot erupt within KORBA following
the withdrawal of foreign troopse There will be no
disorder not compatible with the will of the united

Korean peoples”

"Immediately after the withdrawal of foreign troops
from KOREA, an all-KOREA convention will be called

by the undersigned conferees (participants in the
North~South conference) and a democratic provisional
government representing all strata of the people
formedesse MAs its first task, the provisional govern—
ment shall offectees DY electionse.. a wnited Korean
legislative organ, which, in turn, shall form a united,
democratic governmenteese"

"The separate elections in South KOREA, if held, cannot.
express in any way the will of our natlon, and will be
regarded as a fraudesss The enumerated parties and
social orgenizations shall never approve the consequences
of the separate elections in South KOREA, nor will they
recognize and support a separate government vhich the
separate elections aim to establishs"

Deliberations a-1a~SOVIET were responsible for the "decisions!
and "agreements!! resulting from the conference, according to one informant.

The parlismentary procedure as illustrated in PYONGYANG is essentially as
followss The program of the meeting is issued o all parties atteading,

If a decision on a subject is required, 'each party meets separately and .
formulates a proposals This proposal is reéad before the general assembly; no
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ind:.vidual present ia allowed to voice an opimom A party 1s :pérmittea: 3
to read only one proposal regardiile e phrtlcular subject, After, ox’
sometimes prior to, the reading of the Heparate proposals a drafting
conmittee is elected to analyze all party proposals submitted and to
draft a new report or decisions The r'eport compiled -by- the drafting -
committoe is presented to the assembly and a vote is cast:by.show of hands,
At this time photographs, to be kept -as evidence, are 'baken of thu votings

As in other cou.ntnes, in North KOREA the cormmmist 'oa.rw is
called a "labor! party; the communist NORTH KOREA IABOR PARTY dominates
North Koroan political activity, as well as most other phases of North -

Korean existence. The chairman of the NKLP, KIN Doo Bong, is also chn.irm*m A
of the Drafting Cormittec of the PEOPLE!S ASSEMBLY, the committee which - .
"considers" the proposals of the various partics before ‘these propcs'lls are
presented oi the floor of .the PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY, By such controls and = - .-
chammels all “repre.;entatlves" of the people are free to voice exz\.ctly the ®
opinions the NORTH KORZA LABOR PARTY pleasese 0 00

It was from an atmosphere thus freed for consultation that the

"decisions" and "agreenments" reached by the Horth-South conferees emergeds

KIM Koo and XIM Kvu Sik returned to South KOREA on 05 Moy,
cro ss:.ng the parallel at approximately 1300 hours that daye

They issued a "declaration" on 06 lay, the highlights of \Ihlch
are as follows:
", oeFor the existence of the nation, we transcended
ideologies and factionalisme With our action we have made
it clear that our nation can be uniteds The confereiice
opposed the separate election and scparate government A
South KOREA, and we unanimously agreed to demand the with~
drawal of both armed forces.eo t0 reconstruct a free,
democratic and unified governmenteses(the confereos decided)
to call a nation-wide conference (to) adopt .a constitution
through a national electioneoeo We firmly belicve that we
can lead a peaceful national life if the interference of
forelgn powers were to cease. Therofore, we resolutely
promise that there will be no bloodshed among our drethrenescs
We regretecs we could not reach agreement on all problems
involving intemational harmony.ose these problems will be
easily resolved in the fubturees.es The North Korecan authorities
willingly agreed.to continue the supply of electricity to
South KOREA and open the reservoirs in North KOREA for the use
of the South Korean peoples”

Of note is the last sentehces The "declaration! was issued to
the press on 08 May and was carried by Metropoliten papers dated 07 Hays
At 1700 hours, 06 Hay, Radio PYOHGYAWG made the following announcement,
heard by all who cared to listen in the UeSe zone of occupations

-ushov_'l.d. ‘the ArJerlca.n Cormand persist in showing no willing-
. ness to meke a fair setbtloment of the outstanding power billeee
the North Korean PEOPLE!'S COMMITTEE, in spite of itself, will
have to suspend the power supply to South KOREA,!

This warming was broadcast personally by LEE Moon Hyan, Chief
of the Bureau of Industry of the North Korean PEOPLE!S COMMITTEE,

| COMMENT: Prior to the doparture of the two T’IMs for PYONGYANG,
each was reminded of .the futility of attempting to negotla.’oe wlth the
Commmists except on Communist termss Bach was fully waried that ho'was
being used by the Commmists solely for Communist interosts. Promisos, if
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the Cormmnists made any, tould Pot be kepte The XKIMs: wenb forvard,
dranatically, armed with thelr flinmsy "five principles! (W/S #185 Part I
B, 1, b) vhich the North Kdrean puppets ragnanimously accepted becaude
these principles could be adhered 3 vithout prejudiding a fragment of
the SOVIET position in KOREA, Parleys of the lfour KIMs! resulted in &
pronise of vital importance by thé two KIMs from the North: The supply
of electricity %o South KOREA would not be disrupted, North Korean
Cosrmmists abandoned their pronise before most South Korean people were
inforned of it by the "declaration" of the two KIMsge

The Cormunist panacea for-all problems facing the Korcan people

-lies in the words "irmediate sirmltaneous withdrawal of foreign troopsa”
The North Koreen PEOPIE!S ARMY, vhich dwarfs the present "armed forces! &

including police — in South KOREA, provides the key to SOVIET donination of
the Korean peninsula, Unlike the "agreement" on power suvpl,/, sending the
PEOPIE'S ARMY into action would not necessitate the breaking of a pronise
~ 1nergly an appropriate interpretation of a disorder "corpatible with the
will of the Korcan peoples

Tho "declaration" of the two KIMs was issued to smokescreen
what appears obviouss they were duped by the Cormunistse Primarily, the
XIMs declared, the conference was successful in laying the basis for
future consultations of Xorean leaders to unify and democratize the countrye °
That the pending results of UN action and SOVIET obstinance in XOREA would
preclude wification by such neans was not mentioned in the "declaratione!

. Atteupts are being made to persuade both leaders, particularly
KIM Koo, to order their followers to linit any opposition to the election
to oral opposition and not to participate in Corrunist violence on 10 Maya

2¢ Oivil Unrest

a, Conmunist Ready

A showdown lfight between corrmnists and pro—election elements
in South KOREA continues to be indicated for 09-10 May. (See Part I, Par 2
Bay W/S #137)s Commnists continued to exhibit strength this week in
KYONGSANG PUKTO and CHEJU DO,

Do A Week's Violence In South KOREA

This week's conmnust-—:.psmred violence was heaviest 'on
GEJ'U..I)O and on the mainland in the K"OITGJU (1210-1430), KYO'\IGSAI\'G...PUKIO
areas

, A Summary of acts of violence involving comnu.n.sts for the
week ig as follows:

(1) Seven (7) attacks on police:s three (3) attacks on
police boxes in KYONGSANG-PUKTO, one attack against
a police wire-repeir crew and two attacks on police
voxes on CHEJU DO, and firing of one shot by an
unknown’ sniper at a SEOUL nounted policemen; the
bullet ripped the latter's bel‘b but did no other ham.,

Two towns attacked on CHEJU-TO -

Wine (9) rioters killed by pol:.ce. five (5) in
CHOLLA-NAMDO, three (3) in KYONGBANG-PUKTO and ono
on CHEJU-~DO,

Twonty-two (22) rightists and members of rightist

and police families killed: fifteen (15) oa CHEJU-DO,
five (5) in KYONGSANG-PUKTO, one in KYONGS.NG-NAIDO
and one in CHUNGCHONG-PUKTO,

B .
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() Tive 'vl:twcka on registration booths in CHUNGCHONG-
JAMDO o

(6) School strikes in TAEGU (1150_.1430) and PUSAN (1200-
'1340) which involved nearly all colleges a.ncl niddle,
schools in thdse Wo ‘cities,

(7) Sixteen (16) assortad demonstrations, di sorders, arson
cases and attacks on rightist offices and hones4

ce Delayed Reports Covering Last Weck

Delayed reports of incidents that occurred during the weel ending
16 April which were not carried in last week!s summary (seec Part I, 2ce,
W/S #137) ave:

(1) Two attacks on CHEJU-DO police boxess

{2) ‘Three riotors killed by police: two on CHEJU-DO
and one in CHOLLA-NAMDO,

(3) Three rightists killed by attacking corrmmistsi
one in KYOI'GSANG.PUKTO, one in KYONGSANGINAMDO and
one on CHEJU..DO,

(4) TFive (5) assorted demonstrations, disorders, arson
cases and attacks upon rightist offices and homese

do Attacks on Eloction Officials

Statistics to date show that communists have assassinated eight (8)
and wounded eight (8) in attacks upon election cormittee chairmen, nenbers
and personnele 4Attacks upon these cormittees occurred in the SEOUL arca,
KYONGSANG PURTO, XYONGSANG NAMDO, CHUNGCEONG PUKTO, CHUNGCHONG :TAMDO, CHOLLA
HAMDO and CHEJU DO.

1948 Cormunist Activities In South KOREA
1st Wk
JAY ;] MAR wAPR . .Tin HAY*

Attacks on Police 130 118 50

Police Xilled 33 20 15

Rioters Killed 74 73 70
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VAR POTENTIAT

1, South Korean Econdmx

as Economic Review
Ixchange of Japanese-feature Bank of Chosun 160 won notes
for Xorean-feature notes (W/S #1837, Part I, G, 1) vas successfully coin-
cluded on 24 April., As yet incomplete reports indicate that slightly
over six billion won out of a total issue of about 7.3 billion won of
Japanesc-feature 100 won notes were exchanged in South KOREA between 12-
2% April, Over one billion won of these notes, most of which are
provably in North KORBA and CHIWA, have not been turned in., Since these
Banle of Chosun notes are no longer legal tender in South KOREA, this
Drogran has reduced the total Bank of Chosun currency issue by about one
billion won (see Chert, page 11)e However, the roeduction of currency issue
resulting from exchange program will not be made official until early
May, when final reports on total 100 won notes exchanged will be availablce
Reports from North KOREA indicate that the value of Japanese-feature
Bank of Chosun notes dropped from 30 percent to about seven percent of
their face -valug, in terms of North Korean curroncy, following the anmowico—
nent of exchange in South KOREA, This rate later went up to 20 percent in
face of heavy buying by the communist government officials, who appare: t-
1y hoped to get notes exchanged in South KOREA before the 24 April deadline,
Aside fron currency exchange, the Bank of Chosun currency issue dronpod
over one billion won during the past two weckse As of 28 April the Bank
of Chosun note issue totalled about 28,2 billion won, over five billion
voi below January 1948 poake Over-—all prices declined slightly in South
EOREA during the past monthe The South Korean Interin Legislotive Asserbly
recoxvened for one day, on 19 April, at which time the assenbled nonbors
approved the proposal of the Korcan governor of XYONGSANG PUKTO that
compulsory swmer grain collcction be abolished this yeare Tho vote vas
25 to zoro, with two abstaining. This proposal was transmitted to the
Hilitary Governor (W/S #136, Part I, B, 1, c)e Compulsory collection of
swiner grains has never been popular in KOREA, and even under the Japancse
corpulsory collectlon of summer grains was not begun until 1942, several
years aftor conpulsory fall collections starteds In 1947 SKILA originally
opposed collection of swmer graineg, but later approved such program aftor
fully revicwing over—all food situatione The National Food Administration
is procceding with plans to collect about 20 percent of the 1948 sumner
grain crope Relcase of national crop reporting boards officlal spring
estinatc of 1948 summer grain planting is being withheld until tiay, to,
cnable extensive field checks to be conducted by national governnent
officials o determine whether or not there is under reporting of swuer
grain platted acreages

Vested Farmlands

The response of tenant farmers on vested land to the opporbuwiity
to purchase their farms (W/S 136, Part I, C, 1) is generally enthusiastice
The ¥ational Land Admingtration has already sold over 160,000 farms, for
above its April goal of 100,000, Sales are now averaging over 10,000
daily, Since the nurber of farnm sales during liay appears likely to exceed
the Aoril total, already overtaxed land registry offices in agricultural
areas will probably be unable to record the title transfers as fast as males

are made, The Department of Justice has requested supplemental gppropriation. .

for temporary incrcase in personnel for selected registry offices to
2ssist in registering transier of titles of approxinately 588,000 vestod
farns, OComwnist efforts to discredit the progran apparently arc failing
in face of farners! eagerness to receive the title to their farms at what
hey congider a fair prices EBarlier opposition of some rightist locaders
to the farm sales prozran appears to be dininishings

Government Finance

s The budget for fiscal year 1948-49 remains undetermined as the
National Bconomic Board awalts resubmission of budget requests of . .
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transportation and monopoly which it returned as unjustifiably large.

It appears unlikely now that the final budget action can be talken befors
mid~May at the earlieste To date the Military Governor has approved the
budgets for Labor, National Foodj Foreign Affairs, Civil Adninistrator

and Technological Training Boardy ﬁotall:mg only about 288,000,000 wone
The National Economic Board, récommendations to date amount to only

15, 343,000,000 won, but will be increased to nearly Z0,000,000,000 by
action on budget requests not yet received, by increase in constabulary
force, election costs, and by the incroase in civil service solaries, which
the National Economic Board on 27 April recommended should average 50
porcent effective Ol May, The budget buresu revenue estimates were
slightly less than 28 billion won., The study of past performance and
factors likely to affect future revenue receipts indicates sbout 23 billiox
as a more likely figure, All budget predictions are subject to revision
in the light of fiscal policies adopted by the new government, but it is
thought improbable that these will be more conservative than the policies
followed by SKIG, In lieu of agricultural production tax, which has long
been considered but has finally been shelved, National Economlc 3oard

has approved and sent to the Military Governor a Finance Departnent
proposal to increase assessed rental value of land, upon which the
agricultural land tax is based, from 10 tines to 50 times the 1936-40
base figures Tax is 13,2 percent of the assessed rental value, vhich
theoretically is net rental received by the landlord after expenses and is
based on average production of the land for five years from 1936-40,
converted into won value at 1940 prices, These new farm land tax rates
bring annual land tax to an estimated two to three percent of annual value
of agricultural productions Increasing assessed rental value without
changing tax rate is expected to yleld 1,725,000,000 won, all of which
will be payable to local governmente The National Esondmic Board approved
‘increases in miscollaneous other local taxes including building, forestry,
slaughter, vehicle and fisheries taxes, to approximately 70 times 1945
raves is expected to bring local revenues from these sources to as much
as 178,000,000 wone

Electric Power

During April, 54 railroad cars of naterials were sent to
North KOREA from SEOUL in partial payment for electric power received
fron North KOREAe Included in these shipments were about three million
electric light bulbs, 2,000 cases of glass, 3,500 bicycles, 1,500 desk.
telephones, 1,200 cases electrical insulators, 80,000 neters lead covered
telephone wire, and other miscellaneous olectrical supplies, With
substantial quantities of additional materials either already in or
enroute to KOREA from JAPAN and the UNITED STATES, it is estimated that
po.,/rﬂe:nts to North KOREA for electric power receivod between 16 August 194f,
and 3L May 1947, should be corpleted by the end of July 1948, Goods
. valued at about 35 percent of total bill for this period (equivalent to
4,652,000) have thus far been shipped to Forth XKOREA. (see exchange of
“letters between the American and Soviet Commanders regarding electric
power supply, (W/S #1287, Part II, B, 2.) /
!
The average power consumed in South KOREA during March was ;i
105,000 kilowatts, of which 64,000 came from North KOREA, Conswmtion 7.
during April is averaging about 99,000 kilowatts, of which 59,000 is "
from North KOREAe Recently North Korean authorities without explanation
cut the power being sent to the KAESONG area, fronm 5,500 to 1,150 kilowatts -
This west coast area near the 38th parallel is not tied i with South ;
KOREA power network, and has no.alternate source of powers The power
barge, ELECTRA, is now being set up in INCHON harbor, and is expected to
- go into operation early in Maye, WHameplate generation ca pac:L'b./' if 6,000
. kilowattse

Conmunications

KOREAYs governnents-ovmed and~operated postal telephone,
velegraph, and radio systems are slowly moving toward a self-supporting
basise The Department of Cormmmications, which administers these agencies.
expended about 804,000,000 won during the fiscal year ending 3l March 1948
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2» Population : e ; )
a, Surrendored and Disarued . RIS No change: 179,376

be Progzress of Repatriation . -~ " This Poriod To . Date

Japanese Civilians Arrix‘rijtf‘fron : ;
N of 38° N'KOBEA, CHINA and MAWCIURIA 4 288,529

Japanese Bvacuatcd to JAPAN ’ j40 ': : 883,931

Total Koreang Retumiang ; 1,481% 2,101, 246
Total Repatriates Moved Since 15 Auge 45 2,984,127

Koreans Apprehended While Attempting Illezal .
Entry bo JAPAN 470 23,198

¥ Incorplete report
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De PSYCHOLOGICAL
The Press

The LeftuWing editord arrosted (W/S #135 Part I, D) for publishing
cditorials of an 1nflannator‘y nature tending to incite to riot and
civil disorder were tried by p UNITED STATES Provost Court and were
sentenced to five years at hard labor and a heavy fine, both of which,
however, were subsequently suspendeds Those arrested represented the
HOONG ANG- ILBO (Central Daily Hews),the DOK LIB SINBO (Independence News),
and tho SIN MIN ILBO (People!s Iiews)-

Onpression of Koreans in JAPAN passionately arousod Korean news—
papers and spokesnen of all political tendenciese Both Risht and Left
Wing papers accused the UNITED STATES of backing the Japanese in, the
controvorsies and riots which occurred in JAPAN recently. Right-Wing
CHOSUN ILBO (Korean Daily News) averred that all the world, parbicularly
KOREA and CHINA, fears another, Anericen—supported, Japanese expansione
Lef tWing DOK LIB SINBO reported that "innocent Koreans" were oppressed
aad 1urdered not only by the Japeuese but also by the US Arny Forces in
JAPAN, This paper charged that US leniency towards the Japanese is
responsible for the renewal of brutality directed at the Korean peoples

RHEE Syng Man took this opportunity to blast the Japanese
aggressors (Korean politicians have no difficulty choosing sides in this
issue, always popular with Korcans)s RHEE showed "concern" for the Korean
people living in all parts of the world vho are oppressed and are
unprotected because they have no governmente Ee added that the Japanese
are atterpting to deceive the world by stating that Korean schools are
teaching Communisne RIEE advised the” Japanese that if they arc instituting
a Cormumist house-cleaning they should begin in their own schoolse

One of RIEB's spokesnen, TeYe PYUN, used the occasion of the
UNTCOK dccision to wwite its report in TOK&O (see par B, k, a) to attack
US.policy in JAPAN, PYUN began his article by bitterly criticizing
UNTCOK for deciding on TOKYO, rathern than NANKING or "even WASHINGTON,!
both of which, he said, are nore conducive to a maintenance of "perfect
objectivity," while TOKYO, the "greatest lobbying metropolis in the
world," is not. "Koreans are too naive and the Uhinese are too proud
to be good lobbyists," he saide

Anti-Cormunist, anti-Japanese, anti-American, and pro-RIEE
Professor PYUN (KOREA University) then assailed American officialdon for
subsidizing "the age-o0ld schene of Japanese expansion in the continente!

Nunerous SEOUL newspapers carried a story that a Japanese wrote
%0 a Korean who manages a factory in the SEOUL area and requested the
Korean to "take good care of the house..se Do not change the rooms fron
Japanese to Korean stylesee for I will see you again soon in KOREA,qee!

The coning elections were the subject of several editorials in
the Right-Wing presse All editors urged their readers to vote for only
the honest, reliable ~ is.ee, the "right" & candidatese

Conservative PYUNG HWA ILBO (Peace Daily) suspiciously asked the
UNITED STATES "not to rezard the coning general election as a step to
Anerican control of KOREA and to observe this election with tolerances!
Concluding with the typical Right-VWing help-but-don't—interfere line of
thought, PYUNG HWA requested the UNITED STATES to consider the safety of
the Korean people before she withdrew her forcese

Falling prices were reported and connented on by the metropolitan
newspapers, HAN SUNG ILBO reported declining prices as follows: U"Accord—
int to surveys made by the CHOSUN BANK, with the fixed index-number of 100
for the year 1906, the price index for February 1948 is 88 2523, which is
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the highest since our liberations In March 1948, the index fell o
84,659, HAN SUNG explained that prices always fall at this time during
the.year and all merchants are trying to dispose of their stocks of
commoditiese (See par 0y 1 & 34) The nisery of the people has not
been alleviated, however, the editors asserted,.because,rioney is nob- in
circulation; it is concentrated in. the lands of:profiteerss .

e,
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Es SABOTAGE AND ESPIONAGE

Comnunists in South KORHA are naking a public opinion survey of
political beliefss Results of the poll will be forwarded to PYONGYANG
to aid high-level party leaders to determine future policies and propagande
in the campaign to strengthen communisnm in South KOREA. (C-6)

On 23 april a Korean was apprehended in the 32nd Infantry area
at (919,4—-1685.7) while trying to secure information concerning UsSe troop
and Korean police strengthe B.2)

Sabotage against police wire comnunications was continued on CHEJU
DO this wecke (Police report) Elsewhere, sabotage activities against
wvire communications was nearly nil, One US army temporary line being used
in a field problem was cut with an axe on 04 Aprile (A-1)
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