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. East ASI4, 1/1 000,000 °
: T
A. ARIED FORCES
> 1. Strength (Secret)
Police: 30,000 o
Constabularys 3 27,899 ¢
Coast Guards: 2,859

2. Operational dctivity  (Confidential)
5ix border incidents occurred, five of which involved SOVIET troops:

On 06 April YORYON (948-1696) police observed two groups of SOVIETS,
'n.ovns of ten and fifteen, fifty (50) ./ard;; south of .the na.ral‘l el,

" On 08 Anrll three SOVIET soldiers, in company with three Forth Korean
‘oord.e‘r guards, stole two bags of lime from.a nine in the vicinity of (946.6—
1694.5)s Shots were exchanged with South Korean police but there were no
casualties. The US-USSR Joint Survey Agreement spec:.flcallJ states that this
_entire nmine is oonsidercd in the U.S. zone.

) On 12 April seven SOVIET soldiers violated the parallel near (1024.2-
169845)« i . i

On 13 April seven SOVIETS abducted a South Xorean ncar (1023-1695),
took him north of the border and interrogated him concerning the number of
U.Se troops at OP #18.

On 14 4pril a SOVIET fighter plane 1ntercepted a U.S. plane near
UPG~RI (940-1690)s There was no firing, ;

“The sixth incident occurred 11 dpril near (959.2-1695,7), Zight
Worth Koreans dressed as civiliaas invaded South KOREA, wounded a South. Korean
policenan, and returned north of the boundary. hve of these men were armed
wvith SOVIET-type sub-machine zuns.

COIMMENT: This i€ the largest number of incidents. to be reported for
several weeks and the f1rst J.nc:.dents involvmg SOVIET personnel singe 18
Y arc_l. : 3 o
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XKLV CORRS Gub'W/E #4165 PART I
B. GUREENT INTELLIGENCH :
1. . Political Activits

‘a. Status of Rezistrations

8,055,295 South Koreans, or 9175 of that part of the population
cligible to vote according to the 1946 census as revised by Korcan authorities.
rogistercd for the 10 May elections. The distribution by province follows:,

PROVIITCE N0 OF REGISTERED PERCENTAGE OF ELI GIBLE
; VOTERS

SEQUL 568,291 92

KXYOHGGT DO 1,131,319 : 95,7
KAWGYON DO 474,723 96.5
CEULGCGONG PUKTO 461,084 98

CHUNGOZONG WAMDO 791,663 - 90.3
KYONGSANG PUKTO 1,210,264 90.6
KYOHGSANG NAMDO 1,314,440 95.3
CHOLLA PUKTO 791,499 86.4
CZOLLA MAMDO 1,229,200 88.9
CIEJU DO 82,812 5 64.9

8,055, 295

Incorplete returns available 1€ April show 198 candidacy regist-
rations, 47 of which are in Seoul. Some of the rmore proninent candidates for
office include RHEE; CHANG liyon, former KILA member; LEE Yua Yong, chair—
pan of the Chosun Democratic Party; PAK Seung Ho, KILA nember; Genoral LEE
Ghung Chun, Dai Dong Youth Corps; Helon KIM, President of EWHA College; PAIK
“an Hoon, Hankook Democratic Party.

COMMENT: Cormunist activity on CHEJU DO (see par. B,2.b) accounted
for the comparatively small turnout therc. The overall results are considered
gratifying. It is still not lmown whether communists thenselves rcgistered
vhile orally and physically opposing registration in general.

b. Developnents Toward the North-South Conference

Postponenent

Oh 13vApriilRadio PYONGYANG announced the postponenent of the opening
neeting of the political leadors of North and South KOREA, prcviouvsly
 scheduled for 14 April., The request of the principal guests, KIi Kyu Sik and
X1 Koo, for a postponenent was probably the main reason for it. A nev date
for the meeting has not bgen set.
: Report of Liaison len

KIM Koo's representative, AHN Kyung Kun, and KIH Xyu Sik!s
representative, KWON Tai Yong, acting liaison persomnel.with FNorth Korean
authorities, departed from SEOUL on 07 April (V/S #1324, B, 1,c) and returned
fron PYONGYANG on 09 April.. @hey reported that they had spoken with KIM I1
Sung, Chairman of the Worth Korean PEOPLE!S COMMITTEE, and KIil Doo 3Bong, Chair
man of the HORTH XOREA LABOR PARTY, for one .hour on 08 April. The following
day, prior to their departure, the liaison men were shown the city where
they noted signs of prosperity and a lower cost—of-living then in South KOREA,
They also were of the opinion that the conference would be successful, o
startling revelations resulted from this venture into the SOVIET zone of
occupation, ?

KON Tai Yong spent an hour in presenting an account of his
xperiences in North KOREA, before a meeting of the Political and Standing
ormittees of the moderate National Independence Federation on 13 April,.

But nore,, too, he added nothing of significance to his regort. (B-2)
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XXIV CORPS G-2 W/S #135  PART I

KTH Xy Skl Posidion

As Radio PYOUGYANG contihibled to anmounce the arrival of
additional "representatives" (mainly South Korean Commmists), KIM Kyu Sik
was in a quandary as to how he could avoid serving thinly disguised
cormmumist purposes and at the same time procced with the North~South consult—
ations, which he has long —publicly—~ supported. On 13 Jpril it was
reported that KIM Kyu Sik was planning to make his attendance conditional
oz the acceptanco of the following demands, which would be swmarily rejected
by the North Korean authorities but which the majority of non~corxmwmists
A would deern reasonables

1. The portrait of STALIY rust be removed from all public
! places in order to reduce the number of ubiguitous
reninders that Worth KOREA is a satellite state.

2. The PYOHGYANG neeting nust be viewed only as a preparatory
one, with the first official neeting to be held in SEOUL, -
All parties interested must take parts

3. lorth Koreans must elect one hundred (100) delegates to
join the two hundred (200) asserblymen elected in the South.

4, UNTCOK rust be invited to send at least one neciber to
observe the elections in North KOREA,

5. The conference, whether in PYONGYANG oxr SEOUL, must discuss
only méthods of attaining independence, It must 0t be
erpowered to discuss and adopt a constitution,; establish a
governient, adopt a flag or a nane for the government.

6. Agitation by Koreans for joint withdrawal of occupation
forces rmust be discontinued. Instead the SOVIETS are to be
requested to initiate a joint US-USSR conference regarding
the conditions of troop renoval.

However, after long periods of wrangling with the Political
and Standing Cormittees of the Vational Indcpenderce Federation onm 14 April.
he obtained approvel of only the following:

1. The establisiment of a government shall be preccded by a
free, national, general electian to elect the bady which
shall determine the structure of the Korecan government.

2. "e shall establish an independent state which shall nod
"« pernit monopolistic capitalism, but which shall guarantee
-the rights of private property.”

o 3. - "le shall not agree to any forn of dictatorship whatsoever,
‘and shall advocate and establish a truly democratic govern-—
ment, M

4. "We shall consider as unfriendly any nation that seeks to
z establish or establishes military bases in XOREA.M

Later KIN Kyu Sik added a fifth principle embodying the sare \
idea contained in point "6" of his previously considered conditions, i.e.,
the withdrawal of troops.

COMMENT: It is considered that XIM Kyu Sik was sincere in
drawing up his ong.nal conditions, and that they marked tha lines along
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XXIV GORPS G-2 Y/S #1235 PART T

wiich a flght could be waged for a unified I’OR&A that is not openl"
communist dominateds The new conditions give. no. ind.lca,t:._pn of .results

other than. those pred:.cted in 'Y/S s=134 par.

B 3; C:nn.l Unrest

a. lio Uprz.‘su.g Da,te Ye'b -med.

o definite information was received durmg ‘the period “‘concerning
arosncctlve da,tes for conmnst u‘arlsln.gs.

o 22 Attacks on Remstratlon Genters

: Comrmunist .attackers left police boxes in comparative neace this
veelk but launched attacks ageinst twenty—two (22) reglstratlo; oo ths.
These, combined with:the ones covered last woelk and by delayed reports,
brought the total to forty-—four (41’) '

KYOlTG-SAlT('z-PUI’TO‘s caaltol, TARGU, . vas hlt the hardest. Here at
least eleven (11) attacks were made on registration’ centers. t is Iknowm
that 523 registration cards were lost and another 500 were probebly lost.
Attacks in CHUNGCHONG-PUKTO vere heaviest in that oroviiice!s capitol,
CEOXGJU, where six registration centers were hit, Two policemen and three
rlghtlsta were killed. in continued. and soormdlc violence. on CZEJU.DO this
weelts - One police box was attacked on the KAUGWON-DO _ XYOHGSAWG PU_{TO
‘border VY a- 160-man mob. ive pollcome: and two clv111'ws who W
the- police were injured. One-rightist was assassifiated in CF R
five days after he roceived a threatening letter which warned hinm to
cca.sc elechov actlntlcs.

A COLuEEEI"'"', Go nsidering that thele m,ro 2 total of 13,455 booths
set up; the commmist effort against. thoﬁ dU.I‘l_l'g the post-—re;,lst'vatloﬂ g
period this week and the proceding 10-day registration period has nod:
ficen scriousa . The destruction of registration records does not aullify

G VRS registrants!: right to vote.. Election comnittees will not require
registrants t6 re-register, but can "reco:stmct" reglstraho 1 records,

: Pol’ice Resiﬂ in Fear of Communish Terrg;: o

The threat o:t‘ an :|.rroend1_1° co;.-.vu:lst guerrilla camaizn
against the election, wherein police boxes will no doubt  become ,JI‘l“‘ 2Ty

_ targets along with: election officials and: polling places, ‘has caused an
undeternined nunber of Qollce to- res:.g;v frou the force in ‘areas vhere the
comrmnists are strongest.

In the connu_ust stroaghold area in -and around TARGU (sce par
Bh% o), 177 policenmen- resigned from .the force last nonth and 31 resigned
during the first 10 days in April., This is far iz  excess of the normal 1. 8%
umovcr of pollce perso*: 1iel iz this area.
 Thg s:Lg;uf:.cant reaso glveq bJ reslg,n g pollcc is, “Go munists
are growiig strorger each daJ with help of "ovemme-xt officials." They are
referring tos

('a) “The. pre-registration relcase of . 3 140 priso ors who had
been convicted for active p'w'tlc:.patmn in
against the goveramont such as 1:1c1t1ng to ¥iot and strike.

& ‘_(b)’-l'Tn.e pasSage of the:; mew criminal code wh:.crx provides for.
» = ..'search warrahts ald the privilege of béu o
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XXIV CORPS:.G-2-W/S #1385 .

C. UAR POTENTIAT,
ks Economic

““he results of a prlce survey on\zs cos’c—-of—liv:.ng “itens, fo:L this | o
nerlod shows a decline-~for seveny- .inorease. fox fouxn, and no cha.lge :t‘or :
14, These prlces are fron.ths: S-&OUI area. j G oo e

Bank of Chosun currency in c:.rcula’alon ‘fell 4, 81 'bllllon won dur:.ng
the first quarter of 1948 and fur'bher declined 95 million won in the first
13 days of April. The Bank of Chosun issue on 13 April stood at 29.2
billion -won, ki ik ‘

For the flrst nor"c.h s:\.‘ce tne occ’u‘oatlon SKIG receipta (February)
‘exceeded expenditures; . the Largm was 430 mlllon wcm. The oxpenditures
included the occupation-costs. * : !

2. Rice Prices

ana.l Tice \prlccs mcrea,sed. 60 won durmg the past seven days,
reflectlng increased tra.nsportatlo charges. 0 e

GOIETE':U‘.I‘- mxccss “baggage charges oa the rallroads have not been
made prior to 13 April, - On this date, to” relieve congestion in passenger
cars, the transportation’ d.epartner\t enforced an existing regulation charging
passengers for all rice in excess’of four large mal carried in coaches.
Tocal merchants immediately passed this charge on fo the consumer.

Rice Price Summary

ARTA ] " Dec. ' Jen. b, © March . 16 dpril

SEOUL - 750 743 74 : 630

LATGHOE DO 3 791

CEUNGCEONG PUKTO 586

- CZUNGCT0EG TAMDO

‘ TYONGSANG PUKTO

: ZfYOl?GS.—ETG- HAMDO

| 6Z0LLA PURTO

" CIOLTA FAMDO

CIZZJU_DO

AVERIGE

Official Price ~ 140 won

Source - =~ National Price Administration
# No data available
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XXIV CORPS G-2 Y/B #135 PART I

Surrendered and Disarmed Wo Change: 179, 3786.:
Yer 2Zress of ; tri _id B T {5 Be tiod e

" Japanese Civii iggs Arriving from-" : CIH R
N Of 380 N'KOEEA, CI‘IITA and. MAIIGPUBIA ; S Tt 288,525

Jananese Evacua.ted ’co JAP.AII e RSB 6 883,803
Total Koreans" Re_turnng e R 3 aii -.‘.2'09(..)'623'
Total Repatriates Moved Sin 5 et T . i 2,973,409

: S s Yo

5: Koreans Roturmed to KOREA Attgngtgd Illega,l_ - . S
: Bnticy to JAPAN - S 22,476

* Incomplete report
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XXIV CORPS G2 /S #1835 PART I

D. PSYCHOLOGICAL

The South Korean press, frof ;éhe extreme right to-left have found a
common subject on which they agree; the treatment of Koreans in JAPAN,
Schools come in for particular interest. The closing of Korean schools and
the transfer of children to Japanese schools brought cries that the Japinese
are trying to kill Korean culture and spirit., Highlighted in the news .
colums was & proposed protest to SCAP, The excitement in the press’did not
far exceed the feeling in some departments of SKIG. Conferences were held
by the departments of Education and Foreign Affairs for the purpose of
drafting a protest to General MacARTHUR, The metropolitan press reported
all details.

The PYONGYANG conference is still the No. 1 story to the press, with
much speculation as to the outcome and with particular emphasis on the positions
of the two KIMS., The return of the two liaison agents, sent by the KIMS,
caused the leftist papers to devote over half of their front pages to the news.
Actually the news released by KIM Koo and KIM Kyu Sik amounted to a brief
announceniont of the return and that their agents' report was under study.

COMMENT: See paragraph 3, 1, b.

The PYONGYANG conference had a close second in the coming elections.
Much space was devot:d to the candiéacy of various favorites. Dr, RHEE!s
statement -~ that the people could best realize their sovereigaty through
positive cooperation with the election: « received top news columm space
in the CHOONG ANG SHIN MUN, with other rightist papers falling in line.

The left wing DOK LIB SINBO compared the coming election in KOREA
vith those in GRIECE and after a lengthy discussion best briefed their own
editorial in a final words "Beware,"

The powerful right wing KYENG EYANG SHIN MUN bemoaned what they
terned "excessive candidacy." This subject was a matter of concera to all of
the rightist papers. Attention was called to the fact that at least five
candidates had announced in some districts. his was causing loud criticism
and great confusion.

The CHOSUN ILBO, in a profound editorial, came close to the democratic
viewpoint when they reasoned that if the government, or someone in the
governnent is evil, the wrong exists in the electorate. Calling for sincerity,
the editor stated that the world powers are rushing into a crisis and
displaying their respective powers, and for KOFEA there is no power to display,
and only sincerity and unification have a power stronger than the atomic bombe
It vas pointed out that indifference to the elections is regrettable and the
ballot is not only a right but a sound obligation.

10
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XXIV CORPS G-2 V/S #135  PART I

E. SABOTAGE AND ESPIOVAGE

In addition to the sabotage committed in conjunction with commmist
attacks on registration booths (see Part 1, 3, 2) delayed reports were
received of four other instances.

On 05 &pril it was discovered that a well in KAESONG (950-1690) had
been poisoned. On 04 April communists threatened to poison the PUSAN
(1200—1340) reservoir if registration officials did not cease their work.
Six were arrested for the PUSAN threat.

During the night of 05-06 April telephones lines were cut at thirty
(30) voints in CHOLL4 NAMDO, and on the night of 06 April telephone wires
were cut and stolen in KYOIGSANWG PUKTO,

Au!l:orlt-\NlD 13 O/D
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