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1 have the honor to present sdditional information concern-

ing land tsnure in South Kovea and the effect of lanc reform
preposals now under consideraticn may have on the patvern of lend
ovmarship in the American occupiea zone in Korea. The Jnformezion
included in this despatch supplamenis olher informatison or the
gawe subject Iincluded in Secal Polad despzten No.”'7 of 12 Leptember
1947, entitled "land Reform in Horea'. . T -
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1 — Preseat Status of Farm Luncd QOwnersnip in South Kovea:y, Lo T2
¥eg. -

The Department of Agriculture of the South Xorea Interiz 72¢ ¢
Government recently completed a survey of the status of farm land
ownership and the size of farms in South Korea as of Jl.P@Cﬂth“
1946, Thie survey revealed trat there was & significant decline
in farm tensncy betwsen the end of the war and 31 Decemb&r 1946 .
However, as of the latter dzte, of the 2,137,288 farmn householdc
in South Korea, 43% rented all the land they tilled, 38% owned
part and rented part of their land, and only 16% owned all the
land they cultivated. Table I includes the number of farm
households, by categories of ownership, as of December 1943 (the
last available report on this subject befors the Japanese surrender,
a8 well as of 31 December 1945 and 31 December 1946, The decline
in the percentage of housenolds which rent all the land they
cultivated from 512 of the total in 1943 to 43% in December 1945,
is explained largely on the basis of the following factors:

The raduction in legal rentals for farm land to a maximum of
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one—tnird of the principal crops, put into effect in October
1945, sharply reduced the income received from the land by the
landlorda, and therefore usually made them more w1lling to
sell their land to tenants.

Since the end of the war the subject of land reform has bean
‘widely diescussed and it .is generslly considered to ba only a
matter of time before asome type of land reform.ié-pﬁt {nto
offect in.South Korea. These factors coupled with the

the confiscation without payment of the land of landlords in
North Korea in March 1946, hes tended to keep the price of
farm lsnd low in relstion to other prices, and has thus
snebled many tenant farmers, whose economic status was raised
by the rediuction in maximum rental payments, to purchase the
farms they till. Although no statistics for 1947 are yet .
available, the same trend toward the sale of farms by land-
lorde to tenants noted 3in 1946 was undoubtedly continued

during 1947.

Table 2 gives the number of farm households in South Kores as
oy provinces. Table 3,
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of 31 December 1945 including type of =

the larger farms into smeller units and
the very szall ferms. Thug the number of
decreased 40.1% during the celendar year
ranged from 12.5 o 25 acres decreased
5
i

giving the number of farm housenolds by size ol farm, as of
3} December 1946, reveals & significant {renc toward subdivision of
an bl =

~crease in the nuxber of

ne of over 24.5 acres
Lo, the number whose size

. tne number whose size
.G% ., and the number
9%.  During the
1.22 acres increassd

was [rom about 7.5 to 12.5 acres decrea
whose 8ize was froz 4.9 to 7.4 ecres de
geme year, 1946, the number of [arms of
74, while the nurter whose size ranged frem 1.22 to 2.L51 acres
increased 9.6%. These developaments are at~ -ituted largely to the
increased pressurz for land resvliing frox the arrival of over two
million Korsean repatriates from Japen and (~inz and refugees frol
northern Korea during the latter part of 12.5 and 1946. This trend
voward reduced sice of farms, which at zres<nt averages only atout

T
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2.7 acres ver farm in South €orea, tend : reduce the propurtion of
~0 ithe government f[or

= ol
rationing to non-self-suppliers, and thus *o accentuate the [food

problem,

.'\

Table L indicates that of the 2,132,255 Tfarm households in
South Korea, as ¢f 31 December 1948, oniy “23 were non-orean. Over
89% of the total farm households reporied farming os. their sole.
occupation. Mosi of the 231,631 housenolcs which farmed only part
time also engage<d in fishing to surplement ‘heir agricultural incame.
2 - Possible Effect o¢f Jlanu ReScmm Iroposzls now Under Consideration
Upon Pattern of Fara Land Ownership in South Korea:

If the South Korea Interim Legislature chould approve the
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Land Reform Bill presented for its cecnsiderztion and approval by its
Agriculture, Incustry, and labor Commiitee, it is estimated that
about 90% of the farmers in South Koree would hold title to the land
they farm within one year after passsge of the bill. This bill.
would enable tenant farmers fo purchase the farms they now cultivate
from absentee landleords for annual payments of 204 of production for
a period of 15 years. However, because ihe strong rightist bloc

in the lsgislature desires to withhold consideration of this bill
until a Korean Governient is established, it now appears unlikely
that the present Legislature will approve & land reform bill which
includes disposition of both former Japanese-owned and Korean-owned
agricultural lands.

If the present Legislature fails to approve a land reform
bill involving disposition of both former Japanese and Korean—owned
agricultural lands, it is planned that vested former Japanese—owned
agricultural lands will be sold to tenant farmers during the spring
of 1948, either with legislative approval or by executive decree.

Regular reports on the progress of the land reforn proposals
will continue to be sent to the Department by radio.

Tables 5 and 6 are presented to show the present agricul-
tural land holdings of the New Xorea Company, the agency designated
by the Military Governor to administer formgr Japanese—owned
agricultural lande. As shown in Table 5, the totallagricultural
1and administered by the New Korea Company as of December 1947,
totalled 696,545 acres (284,188 chongbo) . | This represents over
0% of the known former Japaness-owned agrlcgltural‘land in South
Korea; various other government agencles still administer minor
holdings of vested farm lands.  Table 6 shows that the total
number of farm households now renting farm land from the New Korea
Company as of June 1947 totalled 554,067, of whom 33,393 were part
time farmers. At that time the average New Korea Company land
rented per farm household was only 1.1 acres (4.5 tenbo or .L5
chongbo) . This former Japanese-owned land ineludes much of the
best rice land in South HKorea. Although these.plots are bel?w'
the average size farm, meny New Korea tenants either rent additional

farm land from Xorean landlords, or Own small plots i? gddition to
the farms they rent. Tre total number of persons living on Now
Korea Company administered lands, as of June 1947, was 3,127,347,

about 15% of the total population of \South Korea. It is generally

- * » % * 1 3 '-_ _-: = . r;_ y ._‘r| | aTE .
185 st et if ohe tenanus on New Kosea admiiisterseu land

] i o farms on favorable terms,

jven the opportunity to purchase their .
.Encreasad pressure will be exerted by t enants of Korean-owned farms

to secure the same opportunity of purchasing their farms

Recvectiully yours,

ARTEUR C, BUNCE
Minister
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encls: & Tables
Original & Oza‘fl_é. to The Department

c.c. Con.Gen.Files

NULEZR CF FArk HOUSEHCLDS IN SOUTH KCREA, BY TENANCY,
as of 31 December 1946
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50-100%  Less than
Ovmer— vrer-  50% Owner- Tenant Cthors TOrALS

Provincs o X
2 : Farmar Parmer

Secul  9c 157 220 2,31 56 2,88,
Kyonggi 23,836 38,478 41, 252 160,725 12,L95 279,785
M.Chungcheng  17,37L 24,901 33,164 63,096 1,186  137,72-
'S. Chungcheng 19,996  33,3&c 43,129 b Sk 4,871 227,815
N. Cholla 14,062 29,08% 45,228 156,23¢ 25,638 262,2¢c2
S. Cholla 52,651 65,06% | iL.eel 163,962 17,171 ST 80
H. Zycngsang 06,838 79,322 _ .%C,t?-i(} 123, 73¢% i, 231 25k 9355
S. Fyongseng 52,681 80,177 78,502 81,366 s 322,7C4
Kangwon . 28,823 26,720 23,975 13,059 356 122,93%
Che ju .00 b, 574 TR 2. EEL 45 42 5
TOTAL 1046 337,270 396,905 L2%,276 | 923,686 66150 2,137,280
TOTAL 1942 284 509 307,504 >7e,574 1,009,60L  35,28h 2,085,L77
f Increass o Decresse T

1946 over .

1945 18.6% 1y 6% 11.8% - 8.5% 19.7% . 3.5%

! m— S ———— LN PR M) e e ) e e e W TR TR S M S 1 S Sk o Pl W ) R e ) S s e e e i G e e S ——— s —— —_——

Note: CUne household equals fivebersons.,

Scurce: Stalistics Section, Bureau of Agricultural Leencnmices,

Department of Agriculture.
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Teble L

HUKEER OF FARM HOUSEHOLDS TN SOUTH KCRTA, BY NATIQUALITY,
23 of 31 Decezher 1946

Solely Part-time
“rovince Koreans Chinese C{thars hrﬂing Farmlng TOTALS
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Hyonggi 273,570 215 1 256,025 23,361 279,786

“. Chungchong 137,707 14 - 325856 11,855 137,721

$. Chungechong LT 75 21 — 207 [ CéL 1B 7ol aEtaElD

Y. Cheolle 262,245 38 -- 259, X592 38,091 258,233

S. Cholla 377,788 16 —— SR EEE LE,951 377,804

. Zyongsansg ARL.O7Q 15 11 P29, 89 QTS 2354535

S; syongsang 222,706 -- - dFz Gl 43,002 322,7Co

Tangwon 122,933 1 - 105,012 17,915 122,93

The 3u Le L20 - - 38,8¢4 3,536 L2420

IOTAL 906 2,006,925 3L 2 1,905,657 231,81 2,137,288
210 1945 2,065,105 362 i{c B = sevwe D085 409
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iote: One Farw Household ecuals Tive persons.

Bureav igriaculturszl Teonomics,
cultu-e,

Source: Statistics Section
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