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FROM: Seou

TOs Seoretary of State

NO; . 212, April 6

FROM CQ USAFIK TO STATE DEPT, INFO JOINT CHIERS OF STARF,
CINCFE CITE ZPQL 3263. HODGE SENDS FOR JACORS.

According to police chief Chough, number of persons
legiﬂtering as of Agril I was approximately 5,600,000
out of estimated 8,800,000 eligibles, which is excellent

showing as four days remain for registration.

Also to date, there has been comparatively little violence
An econnection with registrations. -Only nine registration
places have been attacked, seven in Cheolla Ramdo and two
in Secul. Attacks on police boxes, especislly on ChejJu
Island by leftist "CQoon" squads (believed to be perpetrated
largely for purpose of obtaining arms) continue but this

is consildered to be coincidentﬂl to vegistration and not
as result thersof.
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WASHINGTON

R ¢ %?jﬁ.‘! .

With reference to this 0ffice's despatoh No. &2 of
law for the electlion of rspresentetives of the Korean
nzople, I have the honor to transmit additionel instruc-
vions issued by tne Commanding Generels of the United
Staves Army Forces 1pn Koree and the United States Militery
Jovernment in Kcrea regarding electlon procedures, and
coples of ex<zcutive orders issued by the Civil Administre-
~or, South “orsam Interim Covernment.,

¢ corder MNo. 19 of March. 31lst suspends ten-

corarlily th: provisions of law whloh provide & penalty for

. perdons fai_:ng Lo register & new residence, The suspen-
‘sion is provided for until efter the elections to proitect

people forced to move during the elsction peried but who

; can only vots in the dlstricts whers they formerly lived.
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-g;fﬁfﬁThe encrosed USAMGIK order of April 1ist addressed fo

..'2ach Chief (:vil AafTairs Q0frficer throcughout South Korso

" nrovides for observatlions by Military Govesroment personnel
10 check on pre-glection activiiy and reglstration proce-
aures from the locel level up to the provincial level.
{m election i2y =sch CCAQ is ordered to orovias two obser-
vers in eacu sleczoral distrlct vo separately spot-chsck
votlng dlstricts and ocne observer with each provinciel
clection conmittez. An accurate provincial log of ell
ooservations is to be kept,

In & telegrem of April 2nd eddressed to his majcer
schelon commandexrs, General John R. -llodge warnedé of the,
danger of attempts by Communists and other dissident slse-
mants to wrecik the elections. He directed them to furnish

menn and perseonel Yo the Military Governor where nesded
Tor observing or ad¥sisting in the slections, to familiasrize

their personnel with-the provisions of the Korean election

- law, and to Bee ‘that troop units areacqgualnted with the —~
polling places within their areas. Patrols were ordered to
observe general conditions on electlion day, but polling
places were not to be entered. into by uniformed Americans

exoept where necessary to restore order.

SETO Execubive Order No. 20 of Aprlil 5th changed_tha'
dste of the election to Monday, May 1Oth and velidated regils-
trations of voters which were'madq on March 30, 1948,

Respectfully yours,

413



Enclosuresg: |*
l¢ General Hodget!s Telegram of April 2, 1948
2o USAMGIX Order of April 1, 1948
3. SKIG Exeoutive Order No, 19 (4 coples)

Lo GKIG Executive Order No, 20 of Aprll 5. 1948 (& coples)

] ]
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April 2, 1948

To: Commending General, 6th Division

Commending Genersal, 7th Division
Commandlng General, Military Government

Commanding Genereal, Korea Base Command

Personal from Hodge to Major Echelon Commenders., The
coming Korean slections will be a critical periocd in our

occupstion., Success in this effort to have the Xoreans select

thelr representatives in a fair election is essentisl to the
accomplishment of the United States mission. We may expect
®onsiderable opposition to the election from Korean commie—
nists end from dissident minority politicians and groups who
cannot hope to elect candidates, Based upon events 4o date,
we may 2150 expect heavy criticism from the UNTCCK on the
conduct of elections,

The Military Governor is charged with the execution of
Us 3, ODservation of elections., For this purpose he or his
representatlives are authorized to call directly on any troop
unit in the areea including civillen personnel therewith, for
such ascisteance as may be needed, including trinsportation
and personnel to act as observers.

It Is directed trat all American personnel be familiarizad

with the provisions of the Korean election law eand election

regulations, It 18 further directed that trocp units 4in sach -

earea Tamiliarlize themselves with the location of all polling
places 1n their ares of responsibility and that in so far as
possible all polling places be visited briefly by patrolsg be-
tween now end election day to check physical setup, progress
of registration and display of registers, Patrols will
operate eotively Uthroughout respectiva areas on election day
to observe general conditions but polling places will not be
énvered oy Americans in uniform on that day, Ulless necasgssaxry
to restore order.

Records will be kept of all polling places chacked, and
reports made to this Headquarters, attention Assistent Chier

of Staff, G=2"of all irregularities noted that might affeot
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valldity of elections., GClosest contact will be malntained bow
tween provinoial and lower level Military Government Civil
Affairs Officers and units and the tactical units.
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Followlng are comzanta on UNRYTCOE o) poleten activitices
gucgecguont to those reported Secou. FCLADg 2535 Anvil 29,
26) April 22, 268 April 23 and 265 fpril 23.

Cne. Heetings: 12 meetings ag delegates and memnbers
secretariat apent entire wecek walting odbsecrvation tripss
secordling vo itive:ary meationcd Paragrarh Two, Seculfs
253 which howover wag so arranged that anne deicmate

or officer of secrctariatl remalynd at heudouarters i-
Seoul, .

Puving comipg wWeek Lhere will pravabiy de slenary cezsiog
or gesziond to diszuss daclison's tabliced motion to de~ide
at ené ol April wh-ther atmosphere iag satislactory for
UNTCOUR observonce of clection. Bolleove majority will
Tavor goling ansad vith oboorvatlion at least insofar as
atmoanhere 12 converned but am vpcertaina about =owe de -
veropuenta that way arise 1§ aose wew red hairpeinsg cowos
oui ol Pyopngvang conifoerancae, cspaclaily 1pn view of in-
tereet of Jackaen, Patiersnn and Sughir and Miilner in
that coni=repnce.

Two. CDocwdents: Opnly one docuwment izaued during wecol:,
viz: presg rcleasc 6 April 1T containlng resoluition

o deathh of Preosldent Roxas of Phililppipes.
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