| defining functicns of sUCh denutien,

dabotient day before. In Lils gtatexusnt Ceueral Dean sald :hat
fHivloe as deputties wwu voiuntury, Lhat Lho FUrolde iy to ielp
[mﬂca maintein order Jithine alectiony, thug they wera unde : Juris.-
Hidion of local administretive oricizal who alene had authority
summon daputies, wnd (Lot po #Oiltlcal youth groups woull be
» Vowed to perfora protective functlions us yuen. Hutional -oliee
?L£F also was further sireagthoned Oy _eastubtlishaent orf moo .le

¢e groups, gouipnad with bicycles and arimed W Wi A ~my

dqﬁiuea.

after issuing expl inatory

Tadicative pPOrniLs of shuwrpening iatimidation, terrorim and
Of nerves on purt of Communlists wdy revival of ancient 37 3toem
Signal bonfires on mountain tops. Nussrcus such fires a:.tributed
Sommunist salgneling werc Téportod Jver wido areus in por od.

Special precauticns egaln:t L8y Juy riols were taicen b - police,
27th editors .of three Lort st 2I633 wvore arrested ror rrinting

sraliso of violence aad alloged refusal to the Comunlat™Tr ide
Wilonc (Chun ¥yung) of permission to hold separato cele

bretion of
ﬁi%ﬁuﬂnd-incitinu cltizons to join violence.

. On 22nd dispute developaed at Taspu botvsecw procurators and
lice over question of wurrunts, leading to aullegod polica _
vasion of district court. On 24th Chier rrocurator ieft jeoul

ook into disputs, which acems to be related to gtandir z
alousy betweon twe branches of law enforcezcnt.
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SIR:

. ) - 7 l
orTe is enclosed herewith a mamorandum,o; Vioce Consu
nttidgz. Mark of my starf deseribing his tour of the ¢ »in-
tryside snd small ‘towns within a day's distance of Becil at
election time, - - - . | | T
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. Mr. Mark's firstehand aocount of the election imn :he
gwinun; will be found very interesting and informatire,

dicating the excellent machinery set up for the votiag,
the responsiveness of the people, and the free and pezseful
atmosphere prevailing on the occasion, In'this oconnecilon
mention may be made of the-contraat in.geoul -to the hcliday
- atmosphere existing in the oountiry, In thé capltal, elter
the heavy voting had ended in the foremocon, the usuall 7
orowded streets were still and deserted, rr!.'bh shops, rsstai-
rants, and houses tightly shut, This method of utiiig ing a
holiday is so differsnt from thes., usual flooking 1o paiks
and w:{hina'nbuut the streets that it wasz evident some ap-
prehension of disorders was present. . P |

As in the countryside, voting booths had at their en-
tranae ths piotures and bilographical sketohes of the c¢andi-
detes of the aistrict, usually five or sixr, and seatec on
benches or ohairs about the entrace were election officials.
At some distance on either side:of .the bookhs stood o1 sat
young men with ermbsnds and olubs, membars of the Tovel |
residents sself=protective bodies organized for the oocasion
under Military Goveranmsnt ordinance of April 2lste At street
corners and other strategio points leading to . the booths
other members of the corps patrolled and seanched. m.}uiwl .
looking individusls or blooked streets. Polite geier:lly re-
mained at their boxes, with dayoneis fixed, although xobile
police were seen patrolling the streels in trueks or cn " .
bloycles. As a result of these precautions, voters axd voting
booths received adequate proteotion and the day passec off

with a minimum of disorders, - - 1

~ In general, therefors, the eleotion has .passed: 01T in-
g very satisfactory manner~~betier than most-expsoted. Whtle_
35 dgatha are reported to have ooccurred (5 pollicemsn, 16

el gts “m-..;,g:-night‘iptn)-, thias evidenoe of violeroce
i Yather 1M18111°ﬂ-“7 in view of the 20,000,000 peorls
involved; And ths threais. and warnings from the CQmmur 18t
north combined with the disaffeotion of such prominent
1asders-as -KD(-Koo and XIMM Kiusic. The results reve: 1
that the Communist elements are not as sirong as thel:
yooal organs would seem to indloate. o

. A report of the candidates eleocted, including their
classification by party afriliations will be submitte
later when the final election results are known, -

Respeotfully yours,

»
Y

oseph E\ Jaocobsa

8 it1cal Ad -iser

m/{.waura 44 A
y /1. Memorandum on RBleotions

United 8
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Eaelosure Mo, 1 10 Seoul : laa
Despatoh No. 124, May 12, 1948
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. . Inasmmoh &s some pre=eledtion; day and-election-day re-
poxts of mews sorrespondents have.peinted a pioture of
tension and disturbanse in Korea on May 10, 1948, it will,
I think, belp in maintaining a more balanced perspective
to note brisfly soms obsorvations made by this officer in
the company of Vics Consul John W. Rozler on a short Jeep
tour of three provinces cn election day and the Sunday im-
mediately preceding, The itinerary covered the sizeable’
towns of Suwon, Ichon, and Pyongtack in Xyunggi Provinoce,
ckexen, Xongju, Uhoohitnn, and Taejon (ocapital) in South
¢Imngohong Provinee, and Chungju and Chongju (oapital) in
Eﬁr:hfclungnhnng Province, as well &s the more rural area:
CLWeeNle '

Oon th'9th, the Korean scene looked muoh ths same as

it does on any other Spring or gummer day. XYarmers were ia
the fields plowing, women were working arcund the house,
children stopped their playing to shout vhello - C.,K.™ as

ws passed, Townsfolk were zuch more interested in the eclipse
than in the electicn, but business and work absorbsd more at-
tention than either, cCandidatesa’ pcasters wsre ubliquitous
along with numercus orfficial exhortaticns to get cut and
votes Yarious persons with whom I spoke talked of the usval
things end exchenged plessantries, When I injeoted the mube
jeot of the election into the conversation, it was treatec as
just another routine toplc which gave sirengih to the unerle
mous assertion that everything was and had been quiet,

It was our object on May 10tk to drop into a aumber <¢f
polling places at distances of 15 or soc miles for falrly
close questioning and observation and to note appeargmces at .
all other polls as we drove paste This proved Yo be & axilis-
factory approach for obtaining a general picture of the aea,

It was surprising how well each place visited had becn
organized, The instructions of the elesotlon law, the election
regulations, and the latter's disgrams were diligently fo e
lowed, Typloally, the voter ran into the oclerk with the
registration book as he entered the polles After his name
was cheoked off, he went to another clerk who handed him :
standard ballot and emwelope., He was then directed to an
enslosed booth whers he marked his oholce and put the bal ot
in the eavelope. The envelope was finally dropped into tlse
Ballot box stending aldne in ths center of the room, whert -.
upon the voter departed, The whole proceeding was obserwcd
by the eleoction committee and the candidatest! looal repre: ell=
tatives who &1l sat in s rew at long tables, Oonspicuoms.y
pested outside the entrance were the piotur:;& names, and

synbol markings of each of the distriot's o jdates. No
poise or sxhdtement prevailed within the polling place, M.t
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a short explanation of the procedurs was necesszr i
of ths. voters, p olunrr'ror=:;Ly

Lines were heavy cutside of all poll laces throuhe

out elesotion day morning., People waited ;:gianzlr‘rur :gﬁgf
turn to vote in a carefrree, holiday spirit, dressed im th: ir
festival olothes in ths villages and smeller towns, @ity
f0lkx were more businesslike and mattereofefaoct iz their at-
titude, Everyons was, however; genuine in his interest amd . __
participation in the eleoction, As I was my own oI pY . |
I can voktsh for the enthusiemm with-whioh they invited us 1,
anaweresd our questions, and oited the statistics, There wa:
virtually no voting aotivity after noontime since streggler:
were Irare, Xaoch group of election offioisls, however, sat -
sround patiently and sericusly until the olosing hour, At
cne pell of 582 registered voters, 200 had voted by 9:20 ac:,
Another boasted 620 out of 640 at 123130 pems A third in th.
oity of Chongju had processed about 450 -out of 600 by noon,
A aountwy town noted 885 of a 940 total by 2100 pes BY mile

1, the normeal number of fermers was agaln to be see

) working in the flelds.

Witk one exception, the universal verdlot was that eve: y-
thing was extremely orderly and quiet, The only exception
was &t Cbeohiwon, South Chungohong Provinos, where the mayo -!s
bouss had besen burned two nights before., The pollioce were - .
everywhere arxed and on the alert, In KRorth Chungohong Pro -
vinoe, most of the poliocs boxes were sandbaggsd or barrioced:d,
Mt we were told thet 1t was the result of ths provineial
police chiefts instruotions and not of fear of trouble.
Volunteer firemen had beer turmed out in uniform with olubs
to add. strength to the law and order forces, Numbers of ot er
citizenry had besn deputized as "peace pressrvers™ and glve!
olude under suthority of the Military Governorts April 21lst
proolamation to that effeot, In faot, most of these latter
turned out to dbe members of Rightist youth groups turned en
magse into police auxiliaries, 8oms had donned new armband:,
but others hadntt bothered to make the change., In any evel:,
howsver, there was no sign that eny of thls show of force e.'=
feoted Lhe slightest intimidation of any voter. ZXverywhare,
persons of the law were accepted as friends of the votlers _
end elesotion orficials, and treatsd as a part of ths necess Iy
polling place scene, We did not see any of them, furthermo: e,

within a polling plaoce.

It iz admitted that this alwost idyllio pioture dces n:t
rit in with troublesoms ccourrences in Pusen, Tsegu, EXwangl:,
Beoul, and Chsju Island, It should be remembered, however,
that our trip eovered an area that has never besn strongly
leftist end that has little industrial population, Althoug:
there was no real tension enywhere, the atmosphsre was a
11ttle less cerefree in the larger towns. It 18 certalaly
plausible to rind that still larger towns tended %o beocome
more volatile., I suspeot that the farming areas everywhere
in gouth Xorea (except Cheju Island) were notl xuoh 4differen
from those desoribed herein, Purthermore, North Xorean or
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local Oommmnist agitators might well be able to find better
organized gouth Koreen Labor Party remaants in larger towns.
vhers they might mix with the bigger population without beli g
spotted as one would be in & village where everyone knows

everyone else, Cities, genorally, have groups of dimsatiasf:ed
unhappy pecple. Xorean fermers this year have memories of

last yearts good rice orop, promise of az even better ons
lend distridution for some, aund tosbeshopod~for diutribnt!oL

ror the remainder. The 70% of Xorea whioh is rural is not
now fertile soil for violence, .

. It im, of course, not possidble in assessing the ele:tien
to oonsider anly slsotion dey and forget a&ll that hag gess bo=
foxes I, persoually, feel that past imerieanm aections hats
49me ek $0 Wring about the dominancs of ths EEEE-righti st
politiceal growp on the Xorean scems and to dissourage mot only
Coparaxist. but also nomefthes, nomeOcammuist groups from pere
tidéipation iz the elestion, as a force that will aot as i1 xy
soxt of an opposition to Dr, Rhes.

That, however, d0es not alter these selient feature: of
thes elsction as we odssrved 1it, There was & "fres Atmos) Rere™:
voters oould bdallot without fear of intimidation, Thers was
a petoaful atmosplere witbhout hurry or tension., Thsre wis a

secret ballot, with esach votert's choice beyond posii-
bllity of identification, There was, overall, & truly dcaoe
oratic procedure and organization, which Xoreans will ds well
t0 remember and emulate in future years,

David E. Mark
Viqa Consul
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